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or who, by familiarity with is preaching

and doing, and loving synipathy with the

noble type of manhood hie presented, may
bie qualified and impelled to sketch the man

and the work for the readers of The Week.

We are sure that such a sketch could not

fail to bie both acceptable and, lu the higli-

est sense, useful.

The speech f rom the Throne read by

Lord Stanley on the reassembling of Par-
liament Is a skilfully constructed docu-

ment. It would not bie easy to prepare

a paper of the saine length, at ail suited

$0 the purpose, w1th a more complete ab-

sence o! reference to those questions which

are really o! flrst Importance lu the pres-

eut state o! thlngs lu Canada, and are oc-

cupyiug the chief place ln public attention.

The supreme subject o! tarif! reform; the
constant drain o! population from ail the

older provinces ; the Manitoba school ques-

tion, which Is even now receiving the

attention o! Government la a new and un-

prece(jented mode of procedure ; the evi-

dent and widespread uurest of the people

and their dissatIsfaction wlth present con-

ditions ; ail these are quietly ignored and

the inembers o! Parliament are congrat-
illated upon an increase in the volume o!

trade whic 'h It le pretty well known hias

brought with It no increase o! profits save

to the few, and no diffusion of general

prosperity. We are well aware that lt le

no longer consldered necessary that the

speech from the Throne should !oreshadow

the Important legisiation whlch the Gov-

reument intenda to lntroduce durlng the

session, and It may be that the framers o!

this speech lntend to surprise the Houses

and the country wlth their far-seeing and

bold measures for the relief of the business

tension and the lmparting of new 11fle to

Canadian commerce and industry. It more

probably means, however, that their pol-

lcy 'is opportuuism ;that they lntend to

watch the cnrrents of opinion, especially

amongst their own followers; and that

the question whether they shahl continue

the process o! "marking tîme," which, as

Mr. McCarthy saye with -obvious correct-
ness, was kept up throughout the Abbott

regime, or shall strike ýout In some new

departures, wlll bie determined by the at-

titude of their own private f ollowers, and

by the amounit of support the Opposition
leaders may ho able to gain for their vari-

ons propositions.

In minor mattors, lt is truc, the Gov-

ernor-General's speech promises, in one of

It8 later paragraphes, some useful and pro-

gressive moasures. That the Franchise
Act stands eadly lu uoed of improvement

must have long been obvions to ail fair-

mlnded men on both sidos of the Hlouse,

The only serious question le whother any

procese of amoudmont less radical thaï

that of wiping It from the statute bool

eau free the olectoral machinery !rom thg

mest reproachos with which the Oppositlox

uow assuil It as an unfair and partisai

measuro. There le also abundant room fo~

Improvement ln the Iaws relating to th,

clvii service, If only the changes proposei
are lu the right direction. If the amend

nment of the laws regulating the admiesioi

o! evidonce lu criminal cases includes th

admission o! the testimony o! the accuse
porson, as le, we presume, the intentlot

we cannot doubt that the interestes of jui

tîce wlll be thereby promoted. The extex
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sion of the ballot lu eloctIons to the North-
West Territories wlll bie but a tardy act
of justice to our feliow-citzeUs on the pral-

ries, while whatever tends to the simpli-

fication of the processes regulating the

holding and transfor of land, whethor lu
the West or the East, without ixupairing
the security of ownership, will be a pub-

lic benefaction.

PerhapB the most remarkable, and as

w-e should be dlsposed to, add, most unf or-

tunate paragraph In the "Speech" is that

referrlng to the controversy wlth the Gov-

ernment of the United States la the matter

of the canal toile. We have neyer con-

cealod our honeet conviction that our own

Goverument was In the wrong throughout

this affair, and for that reason we are glad

that 'they have at last wisoly concluT"ed

to discontinue the objectlonablo discrimi-

nation lu f avour of Canadian ports. True,
they have not frankly admitted their or-

ror. Porhaps it would be too much to ex-

pect that thoy should do so. But "thrico

le hie armed who hath his quarrel just"',
and we may be sure, lu view o! the detor-

mination and perslstency which the Admin-
Istration has shown lu sorte othor mat-

ters, that had they foît really assured that
lu malntalning their contention they were

enfolded by this triple armor, they would

nover have consontod, ovon for the sake

of conciliation, to surrender or hold lu

aboyance their right to dotormino their

own trade policy lu this respect. At any

rate, if the recontly publlhed abstracts

o! the correspondence on thus question,

from the American volume of "Foreign Re-

lations", may bie relied on, the Goverumont

are net wlso lu inviting attention to a dis-

cussion lu which thoîr Minîster hardly
showed to good advantage. We say noth-

ing o! the wlsdom or good taste of pub-

llcly intimatlng that the hastenlng o! the

completion o! the Canadian canal is lu con-

sequence o! thie Incident. There Is a

tinge of distrust, If not of jlugolsm lu such

an announcemexit, which doos not harmo-

nize well with the concillatory spirit and

intentions prof essed by Sir John Thompson
lu hie recent public addressos.

The debate on the Address, which wvas

the f iret crossing o! swords o! thxe ses-

sion, lu the Dominion Parliament, presentE

few salient points whlch have not alread3
been commented upon almost ad nauseam

Sir John Thompson's statieties were rath

or soverely handled by Mvr. Laurier and Si,

Richard Cartwright, but the manipula tint

0f figures le evidently not the Premier'i

*forte. It lesa regrettable feature o! thesi

*statistical debates that the Oppositiox

leaders oponly challenge the rellabilit,

*o! the cousus returus. One or both of th

Globe's travelling commissioners, it will b
remnembered, did the sanie thing, positivE

1ly declarlng tint alter close investigatio:

c the number of industrial establishments ai

signed by the census $0 a certain tow:

1could not bie found. The question Is a ser

1 ous one and the correctuess o! the Ceos

r figures has been challonged iu so mauy apq

cli e Instances, that 1$ le time the Domix

ion statistician Came to, their dofence an

made clear the principle on whlch tl:

n enumerators were instructod to procee<

e Sir John Thompeon took exception to M

d Laurier's use o! the last two ceusus returi

1, for purposes o! comparisol inl respect i

9-population, on the grouud that the pri

1- ciple o! enumeration ivas not the same
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the two cases. There i0s 5 me f or to

this, but apparefltly a simular obJCt1 of

may bie urged agaiflst the reliabIî1 , 5

the ceusus statistice as sheBff Ille

ln industries, for it is obvO t
last enumerators must have adOP O0 r

entirely new prînclile Of identificatIO

classification. 0veaop

Mr. Foster's reeceo than th O

position was much stronger th e

the Premier, owing no doubit tO tu .

that hoe was much more at home Ilit

statistical arenla. It was katiefa $tue

find Mr. Foster boidly graPPlIug lief

discouragiflg figures of the exodus. O'~

is undoubted truth and force il Of
tention that the two chief Cau

5  
6-

Canadian loss of population are tue c

ment westward and the I-neneî 5

ward, both of which are ceiaracteisi 10

the day ln other countries as Wel

Canada. In two particula-S, howevOry,~

logic seemed soinewhat at faUlt, 'or rt

seemed to, tell against his argumen .* 6

could be more unsatisfactorY thaen West$ 10

parison of ail Canada, East and tite

respect to lOS8 of popuîaiton, e'itb 01Y1

Eastern States, instead of COMPerîng oZO'

those portions of Canada whiCh We; 0 1 1

ilarly situated? Again, is there 'lot &0o

vious injustice in compariug tl og r

population in Canada by the eweot tD

movement during the years precedI <
opening UP of our own North-West' ber

hier loss froni the saine cause g311iû

own North-West has been conPetîlIg WIO

se, many advantages in ite favoll' 11e5'
that of-the United States? g1is 0 g.

tion that the blamne for the absence ,51t

accessible Canadian North-Wlest lai'er

the Governument during the Mace <e ,

ime was decidedly unjust to Mr« 0jt

zie, since that statesman, WhS 1 proi

did certainly make It a part Of hieÏ I
to make the prairies accessible bY rl 'tog

did build a con8iderable st'reteh O

way wlth that object lu vie'W <t- 1

whole it is questlonablé whether >1

good generalship on the prt Ofr

rier to challenge a division ou tle Cs

ai question of protection 1 in o111-

f idence motion and so eaylte tu

Such a mode~ of attack eard ly Ce to

effect of causing the whole partY fro$

rally to the defence of the G~' j

To take the worst tarifi abuses$<

with the assured helli of soffnO Of tuette

ernment's supporters, must lie » 0 t'er

tics.

That the revolution in t,

prompted and engineered by reB tue

iCans. interested in brînglng about Von1 i

nexation of the iland with the t#

B States, is written $00 plainly o %ý00

e o! the moveinent to admit Ofrt u

doubt. 1$ by no means f ollOeotLt«6

IL Government of the Iiepublic le in oor

responsible for the affair, miOnau of
IL picious readiness of the comwnero,4

i. war-ship to land a force for the W&b

.s ation o! order, if really apPl.,,ve a It

ington, would be liard to recon loo

1- any other view. Pendlng furtiier a&

d tures it le better to assume tlna çri

Le tion o! the zealous lfldivlduaft 10n

1.hrought about the deposition of tue tii

r. and started with Indecent bas~te letlogr

la American capital, to sue for an~ no )w

:0 was wholly that of impulsive ad»teret

n- wlse volunteers impelled 0Y sCi o" el
In miied, it may bie, wlth a 5 ot 1


