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To OQur Venerable Brethren,

The Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops,
Bishops and other Local
Ordinaries Having Peace and Com-
munion with the Holy See,

LEO XII1.,POPE.

Venerable Brethren,
Health and the Apostolic Benediction,

That divine office wwhich Jesus
Christ received trom His Father
for the welfare of mankind, and
most perfectly fulfilled, had for
its final object to put men in
possession of the eternal life of
glory, and proximately during
the course of ages to secure to
them the life of divine grace,
which is destined eventually to
blossom into the life of heaven.
Wherefore, our Saviour never
ceases to invite, with infinite
affection, all men, of every race
and tongue, into the bosom of
His Church: “Come yeall to Me,”
“I am the Life,” “I am the Good
Shepherd.” Nevertheless, ac-
cording to His inscrutable coun-
sels, He did not will to entirely
complete and finish this office
Himseif on the earth, but as he
had received it from the Father,
50 He transmitted it for its com-
pletion to the Holy Ghost. It is
. consoling to recall those assu-
rances which Christ gave to the
body of His ;disciples a little be-
fore He left the earth: “It is ex-
pedient to you that I go: forif I go
not, the Paraclete will not come
toyou: but if I go, I will send
-Him to you” (1 John, xvi,, 7.) In
these words He gave as the chief
reason of His departure and His
return to the Father, the advan-
tage which would wost certain-
ly accrue to His followers from
the coming of the Holy Ghost,
and, at the same time, He made
1t clear that the Holy Ghost
1s equally sent by—and therefore
Proceeds from—Himself angd
the Father; that he would com-
plete, in His office of Intercessor,
Consoler, and Teacher, the work
Which Christ Himself had begun
in His mortal life. For, in the
Tedemption of the world, the com-
pletion of the work was by Di-
vine Providence reserved to the
manifold power of that Spirit,
who, in the creation, “adorned
the heavens” (Job. xxvi., 18), and
“filled the whole world” (Wis-
dom i., 7).

The Two Principal Aims Of

Our Pontificate.

Now We have earnestly striven
by the help of His Grace, to fol-
low the example of Christ, Our
Saviour, the Prince of Pastors,
and the Bishop of our Souls, by
diligently carrying on His office,
entrusted by Him to the Apos-
tles and chiefly to Peter, “whose
dignity faileth not, even in his
unworthy successor” (St. Leo the
Great, Sermon ii., On the Anni-
versary of his Election). In pur-
suance of this object We have
enpeavored to direct all that We
have attempted and persistently
carried out during a long ponti-
ficate towards two chief ends:
in the first place, towards the
restoration, both in rulers and
Peoples, of the principles of the
Christian life in civil and domes-
tic society, since there is no true
life for men except from Christ ;
and, secondly, to promote whe
reunion of those who have fallen
away from the Catholic Church
either by heresy or by schism,
Since it is mpst undoubtedly the
will of Chitkt that all should be
United in on's flock under one
Shepherd. But now that We are

ooking forward to the approach
of the closing days of Our life,
Our soul 'is deeply moved to
dedicate to the Holy Ghost, who

1s the life-giving Love, all the
work We have done during Our
pontificate, that He may bring
it to matority and fruitfulness.
In order” the better and more
fally to carry out this Our in-
tention, We have resolved to ad-
dress you at the approaching
sacred season of Pentecoat con-
cerning the indwellings and mi-
raculous power of the Holy
Ghost ; and the extent and effi-
ciency of His action, both in the
whole hody of the Church and
in the individual souls of its
members, through the glorious
abundance of His divine graces.
We earnestly desire that. as a
result, faith may be aroused in
your minds concerning the mys-
tery of the adorable Trinity, and
especially that piety may in-
crease and be inflamed towards
the Holy Ghost, to whom espe-
cially all of us owe the grace of
following the paths of truth and
virtue ; for, as Nt. Basil said.
“Who denieth that the dispensa-
tions concerning man, which
have been made by the great
God and our Saviour, Jesus
Christ, according to the good-
ness of God, have been fulfilled
through the grace of the Spirit?”
(Of the Holy Ghost, c.xvi., v.39.)

The Catholic Doctrine of

The Blessed Trinity.

Before We enter upon’ this
subject, it will be both desira-
ble and useful to say a few
words about the Mystery of the
Blessed Trinity. This dogma is
called by the doctors of the
Church *the substance of the
New Testament,” that is to say,
the greatest of all mysteries,
since 1t is the fountain and ori-
gin of them all. In order to
know and contemplate this mys-
tery, the angels were created in
Heaven and men upon earth.
In order to teach more fully this
mystery, Which was but fore-
shadowed in the Old Testament,
God Himself came down from
angels unto men: “No man
hath seen God at any time ; the
only begotten Son, who is in the
bosom of the Father, He hath
declared Him” (John i, 18).
Whosoever then writes or speaks
of the Trinity must keep before
His eyes the prudent warning of
the Angelic Doctor: “When
we speak of the Trinity, we
must do so with caution and
modesty, for, as St. Augustine
saith, nowhere else are more
dangerous errors made or is re-
search more difflcult, or discove-
ry more fruitful” (Summ. Th. la.,
q. xxxi. De Trin. 1. 1, ¢. 3).
The danger that arises is lest the
Divine Persons be confounded
one with the other in faith or
worship, or lest the one Nature
in them be separated : for “This
is the Catholic Faith, that we
should adore one God in Trinity
and Trinity in Unity.” There-
fore Our predecessor Innocent
X1I. absolutely refused the peti-
tion of those who desired a spe-
cial festival in honor of God the
Father. For, although the sep-
aratemysteries connected with the
Incarnate Word are celebrated on
certain fixed days, vet there is no
special feast on which the word
is honored according to His Di-
vine Nature alone. And even
the Feast of Pentecost was in-
stituted in the earliest times, not
simply to honor the Holy Ghost
in Himself, but to commemorate
His coming, or His external mis-
sion. And all this has been
wisely ordained, lest from dis-
tinguishing the DPersons men
should be led to distinguish the
Divine Essence. Moreover the
Church, in order to preserve in
her children the purity of faith,
instituted the Feast of the Most

Holy Trinity, which John XXII.
afterwards extended to the Uni-
versal Church. He also permit-
ted altars and churches to be
dedicated to the Blessed Trinity,
and, with the divine approval,
sanctioned the Qrder for the Ran-
som of Captives, which is speci-
ally devoted to the Blessed Trini-
ty and bears Its name. Many
facts confirm 1its tyuths. The
worship paid to the saints and
angels, to the Mother of God,
and to Christ Himself, finally
redounds to the honor of® the
Blessed Trinity. In prayers ad-
dressed to one person, there is
also mention of the others; in
the litanies after the individual
Persons have been separately in-
voked, a common invocation of
all is added ; all psalms and
hymns conclude with the doxo-
logy to the Father, Son, and the
Holy Ghost ; blessings, sacred
rites, and sacraments are either
accompanied or concluded by
the invocation of the Blessed
Triniry. This was already fore-
shadowed by the Apostle in
those words ; “For of Him, and
by him, and in IHim, are all
things : to Him be glory for
ever’ (Rom. xi, 36), thereby
signifying both the Trinity of
Persons, and the Unity of Na-
ture : for as this is one and the
same in each of the Persons, so
to each is equally owing supre-
me glory, as to one and the same
God. RSt. Augustine comment-
ing upon this testimony writes :
“The words of the Apostle, or
Ho, axp By Hiy, anp 1x Hiw,
are not to be taken indiscrimin-
ately ; oF Him, refers to the
Father, BY Him {o the Son, In
HiM, to the Holy «Ghost” (De
Trin. 1. vi,, ¢. 10 ; 1 i, c. 6). The
Church is accustomed most fit-
tingly to attribute to the Father
those works of the Divinity in
which power excels, to the Son
those in which Wisdom excels,
and those in which love excels
to the Holy Ghost. Not that all
perfections and external opera-
tions are not common to the
Divine Persons ; for “the opera-
tions of the Trinity are indivisi-
ble, even as the essence of the
Trinity is indivisible” (St. Aug.
De Trin, 1. 1., cc. 4-5); because
as the three Divine Persons “are
inseparable, so do they act inse-
parably” (St. Aug., ib}. But by
a certain comparison, and a kind
of affinity between the opera-
tions and the properties of the
Persons, these operations are at-
tributed or, as it is said, “appro-
priated” to One Person rather
than to the others. “Just as we
make use of the traces of simil-
arity or likeness which we find
in creatures for the manifestation
of the Divine Persons, so do we
use their essential attributes ;
and this manifestation of the
Persons by Their essential at-
tributesiscalled appro-
priation ” (8t. Th. 1a,
xxxix., a. 7). In this manner
the Father, who is *‘the princi-
ple of the whole God-head” (St.
Aug. De Trin. 1. iv., ¢. 20) is also
the efficient cause of all things,
of the Incarnation of the Word,
and the sanctification of souls; “of
Him are all things”: or Hi,
referring to the Father. But the
Son, the Word , the Image of
Grod, is also the exemplar cause,
whence all creatures borrow
their form and beauty, their or-
der and harmony. Heis for us
the Way, the Truth, and the
Life ; the Reconciler of man with
God. “By Him arc all things”:
BY Hiym, referring to the Son.
The Holy Ghost is the ultimate
cause of all things, since, as the
will and all other things finally
rest in their end, so He, who is

the Divine Goodness and the
Mutual Love of the Father and
Son, completes and perfects, by
His strong yet gentle power, the
secret work of man’s eternal sal-

vation.  “In Him are all things™:
IN Hiv, referring to the Holy
Ghost.

The Holy Ghost and The

Incarnation

Having thus paid the due tri-
bute of faith and worship owing
to the Blessed Trinity, and
which ought to be more and
more inculcated upon the Chris-
tian people, we now turn to the
exposition of the power of the
Holy Ghost. And, first of all,
we must look to Christ, the
Founder of the Church and the
Redeemer of our race. Awong
the external operations of God,
the highest of all isthe mystery
of the Incarnation of the Word,
in which the splendor of the di-
vine perfections shines forth so
brightly that nothing more sub-
lime can ever be imagined, noth-
ing else could have been more
salutary to the human race. Now
this work, although belonging
to the whole Trinity, is still ap-
propriated especially to the Holy
Ghost, so that the Gospels thus
speak of the Blessed Virgin:
“She was found with  child
of the Holy Ghost,” and “that
which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Ghost” (Matt. i., 18, 20).
And this is rightly attributed to
Him who is the love of the Fa-
ther and the Son since this “great
mystery of plety” (1. Tim. iii.,
16)proceeds from the infinite love
of Grod towards man, as St. John
tells us: “God so loved the
world as to give His only begot-
ten Son” (John iii,, 16). Moreover,
human nature was thereby eleva-
ted to a personal union with the
Word ; and this dignity is given
not on account of any merits,
but entirely and absolutely
through grace, and therefore
as 1t were, through tha special
gift of the Holy Gthost. On this
point St. Augustine writes: *This
manner in which Christ was born
ofthe Holy Ghost indicates to us
the grace of God, by which hu-
manity, with no antecedent me-
rits, at the first moment of its
existence, was united with the
Word of God, by so intimate a
personal unlon. that He, who was
the Son of Man, was also the Son
of God, and He who was the Son
of God was also the Son of Man”
(Enchir., ¢xl.; St. Th., 3a.,. q

XxXli., a. 1). By the operation of| A

the Holy Spirit, not only wasthe
conception of Christ accomplish-
ed, but also the sanctification of
His soul which in Holy Scripture
is called His “anointing”(Acts x.,
3). Wheretore all His actions were
“performed in the Holy Ghost”
(St. Basil de Sp. 8., ¢. xvi.), and
especially the sacrifice of Him-
self : “Christ, through the Holy
Ghost, offered Himself without

q.|spot to God” (Heb. ix., 14). Con-

sidering this, no one can be sur-
prised that all the gifts of the
Holy Ghostinundated the soul of
Christ. In him resided the ab-
solute fulness of grace, in the
greatestand most efficacions man-

ner possible ; in Him were all|}

the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge, graces gratis datae,
virtues, and all other gifts fore-
told in the prophecies of Isaias(Is.
iv., 1; xi,, 23), and also signified
in that miraculous dove which
appeared at the Jordan, when
Christ,by His baptism, consecrat-
ed its waters for a new sacrament.
On this the words of St Augus.
tinemay appropriately be quoted:
“It would be absurd to say that
Christ received the Holy Ghost
when He was already thirty
years of age, for He came to His

}?aptism without sin, and there-
fore not without the Holy Ghost.
At this time then (that is at His
baptism), ‘He wag pleased to
prefigure His Church, in which
those especiaily who are baptized
receive the Holy Ghost” (De
Trin. I, xv., ¢ 26). Therefore,
by the conspicuous apparition of
the Holy Ghost over Christ and
by His invisibie power in His
soul, the twofold mission of the
Spirit is foreshadowed, namely,
His outward aud visible mission
In the Church, and His secret
indwelling in the souls of the
Just.
The Holy Ghost and The
Church,

The Church  which, already
concieved, came forth from the
side of the second Adam in His
sleep on the Cross, first showed
herself before the eves of men on
the great day ot Pentecost. On
that day the Holy Ghost began
to manifest His gifts in the mys-
tic body -of Churist, by that
miraculous outpouring already
foreseen by the prophet Joel (ii.,
28-29), for the Paraclete “sat up-
on the apostles as though new
spiritual crowns were placed on
their heads in tongues of fire”

(S. Cyril Hier. Catech. 17). Then
the apostles‘‘descended from the
mountain”as St.John Chrysostom
writes,“not bearing in  their .
hands tables of stone like Moses,
but carrying the Spirit in their
mind, and pouring forth the trea-
sure and the fountain of doctrines
and graces” (In Matt. Hom. I, 2
Cor.iii, 8). Thus was fully accom-
plished the last promise of Christ
to His apostles to send the Holy
Ghost, who was to complete and,
as it were, to seal the deposit of
doctrine committed to them un-
der His inspiration. “I have yet
many things to say to you, but
vou cannot hear them now: but
when the Spirit of Truth, shall
come, He will teach vou all
truth, (John xvi,, 12-13). For He
who is the Spirit of Truth, inas-
much as He proceedeth both from
the Father who is eternally True
and from the Sou who isthe sub-
stantial Truth, receiveth from
each both His essence and the
fulness of all trath. This truth
He communicates to His Church,
guarding her by His all power-
ful help from ever falling into er-
ror, and aiding her to foster more
and more the germs of divine
doctrine and to make them fruit-
ful for the welfare of the peoples.
nd since the welfare of the peo-
ples,forwhich the Church was es-
tablished, absolutely requires that
this office should 'be continued
for all time, the Holy Ghost sup-
plies life and strength to preserye
and increase the Church. I wi]]
ask the Father, and He will give
you another Paraclete, that He
may abide with you for ever,
the Spirit ot Tryth” (John xiv.,
16, 17).

By Him the Bishops are cons-
tituted, and by their ministry
are multiplied not only the
children, but also the fath-
ers — that isto say, the priests
—to rule and feed the Church by
that Blood wherewith Christ
as redeemed Her. “The Holy
Ghost hath placed you Bishops
torule the Church of God, which
He hath purchased with His own
Blood” (Acts xx., 28). And both
Bishops and priests, by the
miraculons gift of the Spirit,
have the power ot absolving sins,
according to those words of
Christ to the apostles: “Receive
ye the Holy Ghost; whose sins
you shall forgive they are forgiv-
en them, and whose sins vou

shall retain they are retained”
(John xx.,22,28). That the Church

{Continued on page 3.}




