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THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR.

A GREAT EVANGELIST-THE SECOND ADVENT.

Our littie corporate town has one or two things on w'hich it plumes itself.
One of these is its rather state]y Young NM<en's Christian Association building,
which juts out prominently on the corner of our High street. Here it is that
'We hold our revival meetings and special services. Herc mecets our Evangelical
Alliance ; the memnbers of whicb-be&ongYing to the different sects-mieet once
or tWjce a cear, anîd maniage to get tbironLghi their session wiîbout catirg one
anoîher. And here it is wve receive the flotsani and jetsani of the religionis
World, W'bicb drifts to our shores froin Britain, or is dropced overboard firomi
the UJnited States. We alwvays give these strangers a w~arin *velconie : forsaking
Ofcen first-ciass nien in our owIi lulpits, and crowding to licar second or third-
class meti on the platform of our Association Hall. One of these bas just corne
and gone. His attractions %vere that lie Nvas auîbor of a liiîde rcigious book
Which bas had an extensive circulation and is said to have donc înucbi good, and
that hie 'vas brother to-bis brother.

Th 1rofesscdrPole of ti elmnisthat of the evangeiist :the man11 who

Chitipon thie consciences of men, and of subdluing ihein uncler ils influence.
Btît Our visitor.îike sone othiers of is class-has lilso a spécial part. in which
he 0111Y appears whenj circtnmstances are favorable, or - b>' jxrticnlar re(lntest."
This Particular reqnest having been given by an eccenitrie Iiumiori.4 of onr town,
the great reiai wias announiced accoid.*ngl>' to lecture on the Second
Advenlt. Coliiigonit fromn learing inii I riln ia.nt 13:oVn, whonî i liad
flOticed takinig sîy notes iu the corner of ic bail.

4' Vel, litorown" 1 cried, Il what do von uluiik of ur iicw liiglt ?" Il I)onl't,"
said lie, Il 1 must caîmn clown before I can taIL-." IlCorne across to iiiy office,
and cool Yonrsýelf by tîilking," saicl 1.

W'e fonnd our mutual frîeiid Robinson vating for mce. 1 had not noticed
him in tlie hall, but 1 vas giad to sec im.ii for w"e alwavs look to RolhinsonI as
Otir walkiiig concordance and ibedcoar. IL' being- chillv, w'c soonl
gathered rounid tlie steam Il radiator," at xvhoý4 flat face and cbeerful dimiples
Brown sat staring silenltly for a feiv moments, whcn lie bnirst out, Il 1 don't knowv
what yotî fellovs think. of what we have been l.earing, but for my part I ani
disgusted.11

IBrown," said Il Ilyon grieve and surprise nie. \Vas not the speaker .a
mfari of great eloquence, of powcrful voice, and attractive anecdotal style ? WVas
he not fulîl of miattcr wh'ichlî - Il Which neyer camne tu a bicadl," said Brown,
(Who is a îittîe coarsc in somne of bis siniiles) :"I No, nu ; Smitlh, iny boy," lie
cOfltintied ; Imav say that my naine is Smith, tbuîigh 1I conceal it in sigiiing
this Paper c "Vont are too good-natured :We were invited to bear abuit tlic
Second Advent ; but for an liour wvc only lietird about thc s;peaker ; %vlio onlly
began to approacli his subject aftcr the bour of clsib lîad a rrived, tellingI uis
then that lie Nvislîed leiehad tuventy bours 11 whicli to discuss it. Possibly blac!
he had them, we iniglit have liad ysome infornmation and argumcný., instead of
fliere discursive andk tangential allusions."

I 1 il! admîit,"l said I, Il that thie speaker was discursive, but surely lie kept
0On hOlY ground in'aIl lus wvanderings : and you must have biad a niew révélation
Of Grace and T1ruth in hîs uvonderfully deep searcluings after the muiier meaning
Anîd deep) philosopliy of the Seriptures ?"I Says Brown, "I 1blad a niew revela-
bou1 Of Assurance and Egotismn I was astotinded at tbe coolncss %vith which lie

boght ont old faîniliar comînonplaces îvith the air of a new discoverer. It
Was deliciouîs 'viien bie askcd us if we lîad ever noticed that Abrahini left off
Ming that Sodom miglît be spared, beforc God lcft off graîîtiig ! WVly, even

Ml ýatthew Henry migbit have tauglit uini tlîat. Oh !lie lias a fine cye for
Piercing a mill-stone !I

IBut, surely,"l I said, Il he told uls nothiing but trnths, and told thbcm witli a
fervid, firee, inîpassioned utterance tlîat struck iîîto olie's Very son! ? '" Il'cs, wei
had truths ;but they were mostly truisnis. It %vis very iîîîerestiîig, for instanice,
toi iearn that tlue earîlu îuovcs rotiid tluc suni, aîîd îliat our solar systcmi is but a
Part Of the great universe, but tlîat tlie alicientï thonglit diflcrently ; and tbat it
vAs higlilly important tbat a locomotive should be on tue rigbt hune of rails ; but

id nt ned amauîto crne tlîec ousand miles and take twcnty nminutes
to tell Us thiese tliings, witli a tone aîîd nianner as if lue aloîîe lîad the secret and
held the copyright.",,

IOh 1but,"l I contended, "lthere wcre some things in whicli our vusitor t
Ihawved tliat lhe hall made special discoveries un B'iil study :lie told us
reP>eatedîy tlîat lie lîad fonnd the Key to thie interprétation of tlîe Scripture."
Chistno, replied Brown ; lie said, uvith a snl)crioir siiiile, tlîat ordinaey

flt ul Sciptre e tbns and so, and could no nmore fit the teachîing of differ-
en iaP ue togetlier than lus little boy could fit tlîc counitries iii a 0di1ssccted
rn" hisu thiat lie, thic extr-a-ordinary, could deftly fit evcry text iruto itsý place

"'h'scleme of interpretation :yet uve did not get the interprétation. H e
"cubher Opened hie door, nor did hie sliew il thie kev. Aîid as to bis impas-r
SiOned Utterances it seie to mie tlîat lie thouglit tluat beiag away from homle, i
everything he lîad to say wotîld be newv to uis poor benighted colonists, auîd so I
he threw otit whatever caime flrst, whiether it relatcd to luis subject, Or to anyr
Other Under tlie sun. Tlîus lie tused up bis Limîe uithont telling us much aboutf
the Second Advent.Il"

said liere Robinson quietly asked nie if I could repeat wihat the lecturer hiad r
fainte abu* h pod det compelled to confess tiat 1 biad thue

estd udea ; e xcept that 1 understood linii to sa)' that the Gospel ivas a failtire ;
that the wvorîd must Ivait for thie Lord's comiîîg, as that ivas the hope of the

blind.,Iid lie say that ?"I shouted Robinson t hic min must bc mid - or
1ue ne noion hinself keep quiet, as we ai kîiow tliat Robînson lias soine t

ail out justioshm fo the Second Adveit, anîd 1 did not care to have it t

is ig'u he burst out like fire. "lThe Gospel a failuire ? the mai "'ho says so b
e n0rant of aIl Scrîpture, and denies aIl history. Where o11 the face of God's

ducth iltecunltry or the communmty into wluich the Gospel hias been intro-s
tant tu iorse for it? Is it not winning its ivay iiuto cvery land ? andSevery landi eventually the better for its co in ? I

"Bt"I argued, Ilyou must allaw that tiiere is great evil and wickedness1
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everýywhuere, and that even the most Christian communîties are continualhy being
shiocked by discoveries of crime, even in the churches"l

IlVes," replied Robinson ; Ilbut formerly they ivere not shocked at such
things. \Vhiere is the Christian church to-day that lias a membership, hike that
of Corinth iii Paul's day? Wliere is the body of clergymen ;vho resemble the
Anglicans of the i8tb century ? Vhiere the non-coniormnists uvho wouîd repeat
the errors and cruelties of the Round-head and thie Puritan ? And if our news-
papers are filled with sad stories of sin, it is only because we have newspapers,
and reporters ; a telegrapli and a police. Take any department of life and you
%% ilI fiîîd anmelioration. Some talk of polirical corrtlption, and it is had enough;
but what is it Lu the day îvhen Pitt hiad thue House of Comnions in bis breeches
îocket ? and what ivas that to the farther back days wvlen kings and noblemen
traded shanielessîy iii the national revenues ? The Gospel a failure ! Then is
*dl Missionary work a blunder and a folly ; and the Churcli, whicli lias but just
awakened to a sense of its responsibility and duty, nîay foîd its bands and await
anotlîcr ' liope of thie Church' whic is ta accoupislu ivhat the Gospel cannot."

Browvn noiv broke in w'ith thie rernark thuat Robinson lîad oîîîy partially
sîated tAie case. Instead of thie uvorld growing worse, and the Cburcb being
muore corrupt. neyer wvas there a time wvhen tliere were so many good men and
%vuiuiei, anud liever a tîme when thuey uvere doing so nuuch to show tlieir love to
God by love and goodwill ,to their neiglibour. Said lie, IlWlîen before have
uve beard of international charities and synmpathies as 've have dlone the past
tweiiîy years? 'l'he ouîe oîd example of the collection in the Gentile churches
for thue relief of the starviîug Jewislu Churistians, ivas but the faint shiadowing of
the benevoleuice of tliese days of the Itîdian Famine Fund, and the Chîinese
l"unid anid tHue YeI!owv Fever Fund ; of Chîristian Comumissions to succour thîe
%vounded of botlî contending armies; of ' Nighîtingale' nurses aîîd the Geneva
Cross !aîîd if cenuries ago we lîad a Pascal and thîe Port-Royalists to exem-
pilify a purer Churistiaiiy, have uve not nouv tliese very nuen of the ' higher lufe'
%vho, according to thueir own showing are thie muost wvonderftlhly enlightened and
tlîe uîost spiritually niinded nien whom the wvorId has ever seen since Apostolic
days. "'lie Gospel' lias fornîed such men as the reverend lecturer we heard,
and thuerefore sureîy tliere is some hiope for the chîurch, aîîd for the world also I
:'tid if it be a faihure, wvhy does lue continue to preach it, and to hive by it ? I

1 ventured to agree with is: and coupled with it the name of Moody;
to vhioni 1 huglit our Second Adventist had a strong general resemblance.

't'Ves," said Brown, "llie bas the round Moody head, and the square Maody
beard, and the linp Moody Bible. He lias the Moody nuariner, and thue Moody
doctrine ; but-he is uuot Moody."

Il Nly Objection," said Robinson, more cahmly fuan before, Ilis uuot to this
or thuat nman, or this or that manner: neither is it to fie general religious teach-
iîîg of thuese good men : but simply to thueir inconsistency iii this matter of the
Second Advent. Hon' dare any of the tribe cal! themsehves 'evangelists'?
Wliat is their evangel ? Is it any otiier than uvas given Us by Christ, and
contined by Pan! ? If so, Illet it be accursed " i f not, then-' the hope of

tiîe chîurch ' is stihl thuat ' thue grace of the Lord Jesus Chirist and the love of
God auîd thue Communion of thue Holy ;hiost' may accomplish the redemption
of tlue worhd; witluout our lielplessly waiting for a problernatical bodihy mani-
festation of tlue Lord Jesus to destroy His enenuies by the lustre ai His presence
and thue uveight of His arnu. My own thoîu8bt is that perhaps it will be faund
on dloser examination ai New Testament prophecy that the 'Second Coming '
of Christ was ftHfilled in His virtual return to destroy jerusaleni; thuat now He
is reîgning, as King of the new age, and graduahly but surely destroying His
enemies-that is, every forni of evil-by the sword of Ris mouth or the power
of Ris trtuthî: that the redeemed earth is being regenerated, and that the
ancîcuit wvord which speaks of universal stîbjectian ta tlîe blessed ruIe of the
Soîi of God shah! yet be fulfilled. I &rant you that thiere is very much ta be
clone in tuvo wvays :mtuch. territory stuhl ta, be visited witu Gospel light, and
rnuch ta be done in Christian lands to extend the rule of Christ over the whole
ife of men. But never was there sa muuch being donc ta spread the Gospel
far aîid ivide over the world: the work ai this century exceeds that of sixteen
ircvious. And neyer was Christian preaching so insisting and Sa practical as
uouv. Neyer was the pulpit sa hittle giveri aver ta thearetical cantroversy; and
uever w-as it so Iîotly engaged in the polemics ai sin and righteousness. Anti-
îonîianismn is dead and buried - the Lard deny it a resurrectian evermare.
And thîe sword ai the Spirit, whiclî is the Word ai Gad, wihl nat be shcatlîed
ilI victory is won. The Lard hasten it.'l Sa spalce Robinson: and sa spoke
Brown: and sa said I. And aur symposium adjourned. QUISQUIZ.

AGRI-HORTICULTURAL DEPARTMENT.

HILLSIDE GLEANNGs.-While visiting the city I was surprised ta find so
niny floîver-hoving people who expressed regret that flowers would flot thrive
n thueir furnace-heated, gas-ligýhted houses. " The rases always drop their
eaves and die," said ane lady in a tone ai deep regret, and another, who had
îiade a specialty of colours ini stUmmer, hast them ahI before the holidays. The
ancy hauîging-baskets, sa, beautiiul in their draaping grace, soan fade when they
eave the greenhause and become unsightly unlesa kept in a constant .state Of
iaisture that does flot suit a parleur ; and even the long-sufferingr geraniums
ecoune as if in thie sere and yellow leaf, uithout foliage or flower ta repay the
abolir ar teuiding. TIhuere are, ai course, exceptions where a, moiet air and
nagical fingers uvark ivonders; but the greater part af thase who have flowers
tave turned ta Wtardian cases for their greenery and decided ta buy their winter
>îossonus. It is for these I amn about ta write an accaunt ai the flawers that
hrive best in living raoms ivith ardinary care, and are likely ta blossom through
lue w~inter. The plîants first on nîy list for this purpose are carnatians and
'hinese primmaoses, the latter being sure ta blaomi, and cantinuaus. The rase

~o, seilene gives mnagnificent buds, and a calla is allen satisfactary wherc plenty
uî water and air is giveu. But if one has tried these plants and failed, I can
;aiely say that if you turn your attention ta Halland bulbs, >'ou will not be
tiisappointed.

Hyacinths are easily grown in pots or glaýsses, but a prettier, more gar"en.
'ike eiTect, is yabtained by a box placed on, or in front ai a windowv silI. In the
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