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a bluntieranti tbey are sorry for it. Tbey %vill not condemrn, but they cannott

commend;i andi if their ativice hati been asked it xvould neyer have been donc

at al]. Tbis is the utmosî0s lcngtb te xvbicb tbey ivili go lin public, after tbey
bave patteti one's back and said "bravo " and Il go on " in private. A\nti

these are only tbec bcst, reniber ;tbe pickced and trusty ocs among the

crowd. 'l'be rank andi file do net even go se far as tbis, and decline te cadorse

CVen ilue's gouti intentions.

Lt distuîbs people te bave protesters and inconoclastx knocking atoti.

Wbat the world wants is rest, and to let things slitie-that is, the woriti

which has and dees not neeti, the ivoriti which bas anti wants to keep. As for

the iower baîf of disreputable strugglers, of dissatisfled grumblers, of pokers
anti pryers into tbe truth and causes of tbings, tlîey are unmnitigated nuisances

anti ougbt te be suppressed. Tbe ïdeal cf Heaven itself is a state cf absolute

rest -anti il is ou- duty te try anti realise titat ideal here on earth,. Do înot

talk te tbem, tbey sav. cf the beatîty cf truth andi having tbe courage cf your

opinions !Voit have ne riglit te opinions wbicb the rest cf the xvorld dees net

sharc, anîd if yen arc uinfortuntate enougb te think at crossýcornIers ivith the

majcrity, xvby be se foolish as te proclaiîn ycur dissent? Wision they say, is

patient and sulent, and trusts te the benign operatiens of time. She does net

go about the streets witb trumipets anti a drum, offering nostrtîns te cture ail

moral ilis, like ant ethical I)nlcamara îvbo lias feund the truc elixir. Wisdorn is

modest, and bier bcst emblein is that cf H-arpocrates xvith bis finger on bis lip.

WVby give up cherisheti superstiîions-yes, they grant they are superstitions-

but, xvhy give theni a slbock that xvili topple thcrn over into the sand cf the

tiescrt, anti leave nothing standing in their place? Wbat harm, dees it do if

simple f'olks <le believe in this bit cf spiritual tbaumaturgy ? if that smali

remnant cf feutiai oppression stili obtains anti is submitted te? Wc cannet

hope te corne te the reignl ef justice and truth pure anti simple. WVc mnust go

cautiously, take xvbat ive cart gel, anti put up xvîth the remaintier. Voit are

brave, anti yen have the courage cf yotir convictions ; doubtless yen are riglit

as xveli, but yen are înxvise. L et these evils cf xvhich yott complain cure then-

selves i)y tinie ; ail tbings de. As if ive hati net always te create public opinion

by insistance anti reiteration !-as if xve ivere nothing btît plants growing

according te ixeti riles, anti aur inintis incapable of cither ativancentient or

retardation by xvhat xve are tatîght anti believe! Perhaps, cf ail tbe argumnts

tîrgeti agyainst those wxho, believing that life bias trtîths xvhich we have flot yet

fuL1y compasseti, strive te give tbemi as a possession te their kinti, that cf

IlVait, let things accomplisb tlhcmsclves," is tlic most ftutile, tbe most berren.

If 'ne ivant temples anti palaces xviicrcin the seul cf inan may dweil in bcauty
anti hoiîcss, ive mutst btîiit thîcn. Thcy xviii net fashion themseivcs by mere

accretion, like crystals or the silteti shores cf rivers. They must bc xvorked

for, xvept for-, iieti for, noxv as in the past. But te sorte ameng us the

hife cf nxartyrim, like tbat cf miracles, is at an endi ; anti ncw ive must go
dclicateiy ivithtout knocking otîr oîvn heatis against the b7azen wail cf falseheoti,

flot burting sensitive conscienices by uneovcring the clay feet cf itiols anti

ýhowing themn in their truc bascncess anti deforînity. 'Fie deati pioncers by

whese labours 'ne ccxv live have lcft naines îvhicb evcry mati venterates, anti

menieries îvbicb evcry ritaî respects ; lut the past is te be île pattern for the

prescrnt, accot ding te tiiese tiniti conservatives, these contenteti heirs cf timte

anti unwilling îvorkers for fntîtrity. Wbat ivas is net ;anti, if thcy are te be

beiievcd, etbics bhauge like xvater, anti the virtues of one age are rococo and

eut cf faslîion tbc next.

Another set of fritids uvili upholti yen on the ground-werk cf pritlcil)le,
anti say "'Ves, yoîî are (luite riglit au fond; il is an abuse that you have

attackcd, it is a falsehooti that yen have unmasketi." Anti yct 'they cannet

stand by yen shoulder te sheultier in public. They question te begin with,

whetber the limes are ripe. To some people the times are neyer ripe, anti the

fruit cf the trec cf knoxvledgc is alîvays toc green for public digestion. They

acknoîvledge the fruit atdîtic tree xvhereon il grexv ; they make ne question

about that ; but the fitîîess cf perioti anti the ripencss cf condition perpiex

themn sorely. Tbcy ivili aplîlauti your courage, your sincerity, your enthusiasmn

btît they xviii qttalify it al] by that one word premature, anti you may think

yotîrself ittcky if tiîcy do net atit excess. What yen have saiti is qtîite truc ;

that tbcy confess, but you bave net saiti it prcperiy ! Vou have gene tee far ;
yen have intieti Courage tices net mean aggressivencss, anti bonesty is net

rashness. If yotî bati een more tcmperatc-if yen hati softened your ex-

pressionîs anti alloxved falselîceti a glimmer cf truth, baseness a solipcon cf
tnagnanimity ; if yen iati mun îvitl the itare over this fielti anti hunteti with the
hountis ever tîtat, yonr wîork ivoîtît bave been se mttch better!1 As it is they
cannot hiolti wiil yen. Tbcy are very sorry net te be able te range themselvcs
ol)etly oii yottr side. Von bave oiîtstcppeti the beuntis cf discretion tee, far
for tbemn te follexv ycu, anti se they biti yen serroîvfuliy Ged-speeti, anti leave
YOUtt l your fate. Anti if that fate flings yen beneath the xvheels cf the great
car cf Establishmntt, xvbich ertîsîes ail wviîo xvetld atit to or take aîvay frein
tbat îvbiclî is, se nîucb tie ivorse fer yen. Yen cotirteti yeur ewn muii, anti
iust ahide by it anti, after ail, the Manon cf Unrigliteousness lias a dlaim
te be hîcarti

AtIti te thesc theý ratîk anît file of Il Mtiîisterialists," who always vote xvith

the party in power-the crowd that waits on the batik watchîng which it ay the
cat jump~s before they %%,Il] bet on lier chances. Estabiish your position with
thesc people as a rcegnised teacher--no miatter what your theme-have a

ro]1ow'iig, inake a noise in tlie world, force a hearing, bc (1uoted as the

cehratcd So a ed- So Nvbo hol1s st b nnd-sucb an opinion, tcaches sucb and-
sucib a pbilesephy, aînd tbecy w~ill applatid you to, the echo in ail societics wvbcrc

yent iecie beooi. If yen tea( h the doctrine of humant degradation and
cane nobility, or that of bumani Gcd-Ilkikess anti tlhe absohite secrans e

betwýen rnan and the rest of creation, IL xviii be ail tbc saine to tbem. The

îvorld listens to y ou ',Mis. Grundy tbinks there is something in yenu your
philosophy lus struek a cbord in the floating harmonies of thought, and yen

are consequently so far safe and se far respectable. It xvas very micc of you te

bave the courage of your convictions and say ont boldly what you thoughit, and

the conformists applaud you to tbe echio. Bot if the I)uchess hiad flot adopted

you -if soc~iety bati( oid-âouldered you, and MIrs. Grundy had pulled ont ber

fernile andi bcr fouI's cap ii place of hier Ribbon and Order, where then would

yon havec stuttd Nvith that obetiient crowd uf Mîlnisterîalists-tbiose worshippers

of inajorities ? About Nvlbere you stand witbi yonr persenal friends ivho pat

you on tlie back prix atcly as a Great-Ileart and repudiate yen publicly as a

Quixetc.
if courage andl cuiscience I ai no firtner basi-i titan the approbation of

one's fi iends andi the wor1d at large, TrUtb would be iii a poor plighit enoughi,

and the prescriptive nrits of falsehood wvould be wvell-niigli inalienable. Now as

heretofore, tbc Il blooci cf the martyrs is tlie sced of tbec Cbiurch," and none of

us onglit to descend int) tbic arena wvbo bopes to bring back is life, or its

equivLilent, ont of tbe strugglc. WeT are not shot, or burnt, or broken alive on

tlie wlie neîv as in davs bygene, but we suifer ail the saine. We wvbo believe

otber titan docs flic world at large- c wxvo speak strange trutbis in a niew~

languagc w.%e suffeî by iiuisreprersetttioii, by isolation, by ridicule, by blarne.

Wc pacy l'er our trutb by oui- bappiness, and we biave only tlie consciousnless

tbat It is titb te upliolti us. If oiRe wc let ourselves doubt the absolute

necessity of' our testimorny w'e arc lest. leftw~itboit extrineotîs support, the

ferveur of ur own convictions is our only shielti bearer, and courage is our

main virtiie, But let nu une tbink that courage excludes suffering--tbat con-
x iction nicans (ý,illotlSlcss. If we consecrate ourselves te the priesthood we go

tbrougb tbc pain of tlic initiation, andi tbe sacrifice that ive offer is the living

blond of our ow n licarts. Se let It be. It wotild l)e a drear day for the wvorld

if wc nicasureti our- actiens Iîy tbeir effect on our lives, anti if convenience

overinasýteret conviction. Mut It is not evcryone wvbo bias flic courage of his

opinions - atîd tbosc wbo have this courage pay for those %vlîo have net.- 7'rulh.

ABSENCE 0F MIND.

Absence ut intel is a nmental infirmity more oftcn ridiculcd titan piticd,

yct %)tc tbat is fi-e jutently seriously incornvenient to its posso Frorn the

philosopher ot atiiliiitv, xvbu walketi absentiy star-gazing tilI lic feil into a wel
and was druisned, dowîi te the absent mnan of cur own day, îvbo loses soie

inmportant appointittett by fergetting te c hange trains at tbc pre jiin( tiofi,

abscnt persens bave suffereti front their unfortunate propensity for abstractîng

theniselves front tbings prescut. It is cuirious that this failiîg is more common
te clever persotîs than to foolisb eies. l'eopie whose lieads are comparatively

em-rpty cannot, perbaps, lose tbiernselves i a train of thought se enigrossiflg as

to biot ont othier objects. Absence of' mmnd generallyr itrucets fromn pre-

occtupation. Sir Isaac New~ton, when l)ondering on bis great discoveries, had
to rely on bis servant te informi him, whethcr he hati dincti or flot. St. Thomas

Aquinas fell into a tbeological reverie at the Royal table, anti startlcd Louis
IX. and bis coturtiers by suddenly exclaiming, "lThat argument is unanso-crable
against the Maniiebiees." A long list might be collecteti of great men xvho were
rcmarkablc for this failing, comrnencing xvith the worst specirnens, like St.
Thomas, who becamne uîtiteriy obliviotîs of their surroundings, down to the
minor offentiers, who only forgot seme cireumstance which matie their remarks
ilI-timeti. It is %tlli known that Racine lest the favour of Madame de Main-

tenon, and consequently that of Louis XIV., by inativertcntly alluding to

"those ivretcheti plays of Scarron's," oblivious that he was speaking to the

poet's widoîv. According te Walpole, tbe Dtîchess of Marlborough neyer for-
gave Bisbop Bnrnet for an unlucky speech to ber husband, who remarked îbh.t

he was Il surprised at su great a gencral as Belisarins being so abandoneti."

IConsider îvhat a brimstone of a ivife lie liat," rejoinctiftie good prehîte, with

unconscious satire.
I"ew exanîples of this forgetfulness are more amusing thaît a modern in-

stanice related by the late Archieacon Sinclair, xvbo speaks of an cccentric

Scotch nobleman of tbe beginning of this century, ivbo, dining at a bouse

mberc thc dinner xvas extremeiy bati, forgot that lie ivas net at home, and

gravecly apologiÂ41 to bis fellowv-guests for the badness of the rcpast, remarking

tbat Il lie supposeti the cook w'as drunk again, anti that the kitchen xvelichl bad
dresseti the dinner." E-'qually tieiigbtfül is the stery of tbe lady xx'bo called ai

a bouse about two o'clock, expeeting to share the mititay meal, and, obliged

te go without i-cceiving the desireti invitation, betrayeti the current cf liei


