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A Coimty Roade Convention.

The action of the counicil of the County
of York, at its session held last month,
arranging for a convention of delegates
from all of the county counicils in the
province, to discuss and decide upon a
uniformu systemr for making and keeping
Up the leading highways in the province,
is an important step) as weli as an evidence
of the substantial growthi of the move-
mient for better roads.

Many counicils have, within the past
couple of years, taken up the question of
county roads. for consideration, Victoria,
Peterborough, Glengarry, Wîentworth,
Dufferin, Oxford and others. The
County of Grey also considered the
question at its last session.

A proper consideration of a county
road system involves a carerul considera-
tion of the whole question of road
improvement, and in order that the most
useful and profitable plan for keeping up
the leading thoroughfares may be adopted,
it is well to have the question discussed
ftom every standpoint, and is necessary
that the fullest possible information
should be obtained before any changes
are made.

It is flot enougb to say that evtry
county counicil is capable of devising a
sciieme most suitable to their require-
ments, because the conditions and
requirenients of every cou nty in the
province are s0 idenitical that one systemn
should be, applicable to ail. In the inter-
est of ai, the best should be adopted.

To secure this, it is wise that a conven-
tion of delegates from every county
counicil should be held to decide upon
this system. 'lhle County Counicil of
York, after having gone into the subject,
became convinced that it was vaster than
they had anticipated. Providing the ways
and means, framning the plan of roads to
be comprised in the system, levying a fax,
supervision and management, and aIl
such details, involved the expenditure of
uiuch time andi thought, and it was at
once seen that the difficulties arising in
their case wvould no doubt arise in other
counicils, that a gathering of representa
tives, cacb with some special knowledge
of the different points, would. be the
easîest form of solution, and at once
profitable to every county in the province.

A proper connection of the work andi
its systematic performance, connecting
consiCion, lateral and main roatis in
every township, is necessary. A proper
connection of thes, main roatis in every
township in the county is desirable, and
the ideal' is only reached when a proper
cennection of main roatis ini every county
througbout the province is obtaineti.

If a county systetrn is to be adopteti
should the towns andi cities be assessedi?
If a uniform systemr for iniproving th~e
leading roads is adopteti, shoul provin-

cial aid be requireti? T-hese are matters
which cari more prefitably be considereti
by a convention of county counicils than
hy these bodies separately. It 13 to be
earnestly hopecd that when this meeting
13 called it will be met witb a liberal,
response fromn every county council. being
assureti that whatever the resuit may be,
the cause of better roads will have been
advanced by the discussion.

Connty Roada

lt is ail well, and just, thafthe mainten-
ance of littie travelled roads, those which
serve only a few farmers, or a small
neighborhood, shoulti rest upon the imn-
mediate locality using them.

But there are ether main roads which
receive the traffic fromi the roads of lesser
importance. Upon these main. roads
travel concentrates more and more as the
market centres art approached. 'lhle
maintenance of these leading highiways ini
consequence becomes expensive, anti the
funds available in most cases are insuf-
ficent to kecep such heavily travelleti roads
in a satisCact,)ry condition.

For these roads, it is enly just that the
means of maintenance sheulti be gathereti
fromn the entire district serveti, not from
the farmers alone who happen to own thec
lands adjacent. This is a matter which
can only be, remedied properly by controll-
ing these leading roads under a ceunty
roati system.

Not only so, but uinder a county systemn
a portion of cost of roati building is levied,
in the county rate, against the towns and
villages withi the municipality. This is
only fair and just, as towns anti villages
receive equal benefit with the farmers
fromn gooti main roais. Th'le statutcs tee
should be se amerided as to permit a tax
for county roads being levieti against cîties
as well. When towns, villages andi cities
assist in paying for roads, a matter which
it is in their own interest to do, the roatis
ivili be vastly improved, anti the farmers
who now bear the entire cost, will receive
a just measure of relief.

There are few roatis gravelled or ether-
wise met.-îleti in a manner that combines
botb economy and gooti service. If there
is gooti service, ihba,; been obtaineti at an
enormous waste of metal. If it bas been
cheaply done, then the other element is
lacking. There is a large annual waste
throughout the townsbips in the manner
and material with which tbey build culverts,
sluiceways and bridges. A great many
townships, are still totally without modemn
roatimaking machinery, andi few have a
full eluliment. Most townships, i ad-
dition to statute labor spend an annual
appropriation of from _one to three hun-
dred dollars, aggregating in a termi of ten
years from ten to thirty thousand dollars.
This is a large sum, too large te be spent
indiscriminateiy andi without efficient andi
responsible supervision.

Namlng Street.

In c 'ities anti large towns it becomes a
ne cessity to bave the names of streets pro-
minently placeti at the street corners, while
in smaller towns and villages where this
is now neglectcd, it would be founti a con-
venience worth the trifling cost. The
cemmon method of placing the names of
streets, is in black letters with a white
groundc, painteti on a narrow board or slat,
which is attacheti to the corner bouse, the
fence, a tree, telegraph post, lamp post, or
other post extemporizeti for the occasion.

it has been suggested by a writer in a
Sarnia paper that tlie namnes of the streets
be stampti in the cemnent concrete side
walks at corners, when the walks are
bemng laid, There is a considerable part
of the year wben the names would he oh-
scureti by sleet anti ice, but the plan is
one which woul be simply effecteti andi
would serve a useful purpose.

This purpose is te accustomn the people
of the municipality to the names of the
streets, se that the localities may be more
easily describeti. It is true that it would
flot be very useful te a stranger ini the
place to be tolti that a person whom. le
wishes te flnd, lived on a certain street,
if the only way of ascertaining the street
was te dig up the ice andi snow at
every corner until hie found the right
Street. But when the names of the streets
are known te the people of the town, ini-
quiries are more easiýy answered by anyone
whomn a stranger may meet on tbe street.

Nameus of streets are just as necessaxy
as namnes of men. Streets may be ties-
cri'.ed-"the street with the little reti bouse
on the bill" or "the road in front of Mike
Conavan's tavern." But it woulti be
equally con venient to descri be the Mayor by
some tiistînguishing cbaracteristic such as
"the fat man witb the balti heati anti a
scar on bis nose." Namnes are, in any case,
merely a matter of convenience, to save
long descriptions andi te avoiti ambiguity.

In the case ef streets, it is a matter
worth the attention of every municipal
council te adopt seme measure te teach
the citîzens the names of the streets, andi
if possible, te have these naines ini as prom-
mnent a place as possible. The latter is
net the sole object, bewever, andi if only
such means can be atiopteti as wiil sal'e
awkwarti descriptions among citizens lik7e
"the street witb tbe green fence anti the
yellew gate on one corner" in place cf a
<simple "Mary Street," a useful purpese
will be serveti. Anti tbe councillor to
wbomn the credit of such a step is due, 'wiII
have earned some measure of gratitude
from is Supporters.

Police MN'agistrate S. E. Mitchell of
Pembroke, bas entered suit for the surn of'
$70 for rent cf the place bie uses as un
office andi for stationery, witlh whikb
he supplies himseif as a dealer in
school books anti school supplies. The
town solicitor bas been inptructed te
defenti the suit.
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