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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

The Tollowing paragrapl appars in one of
the Faglish serviee papers: *C An Out-door
Tactieal Exercise for officers aas been ar-
ranged by tae Home District Tactical &
War Game Society, with the approval of
the General Officer Commanding the HHome
Dixtriet, for Saturday, the 22ud inst., in
Epping Forest.  The exercise will he di-
rected by Capt.  Granville Smith, Cold-
stream Guards, and the snbject of the in-
struction will be ** the occupation of o
defeasive position in a wood-d conutey.”
Officers who propose to attend <hontd for-
ward their names hy Thursday. the 20th
inst.. to Major E. Sattorthwaite, Winder-
were. Bromley, Kent.”  There is nothing
very peculiar in thisx for such parcgraphs

appear in almost every English serviece pa-

per one takes up.  Where the peeunliavity
comes in, is that somethivg of the kind is
never done in Canada, particulavly where
we hiave schools specially providd with
officers to keep militia offivers posted in
their work.

* * » *

These schools appear merely to exist Toy
the purpose of grinding out certificat «
for officers at the shortest possible notice.
and there theirv duties end.  But the offi-
cers of the schools are eapabie of doiag
much mopre than this and would do it if
they were given a chance. They are al-
wavs writing to give information and ad-
viee to officers and non-commissioned of-
ficers in the foree and to do anything clse
to benefit their comrades ontside of the
permauent foree, and the officers of sev-
eral of the schools have before now offered
to undertakse instroction in practical tae-
tical work if militia officers zo desivedy
Rome years ago Licut. Colonsl D'Orson-
nens, of the 8t John's School, for instance,
invited the commanding officers of  the
Montreal city corps to make o reconnais-
sanee of aeection of the frontier with him,
leaving it to the officers to pick out de-
fensive positions and =ay whit they wonld
do upder certain war conditions if locut.
el at different points indieat-d by com-
maadant of the school, he eriticizing their
plaas.  This would have heen practical
military work and would have provided
the officers taking part n most enjoyahle
day’s outing, but the invitation was not
aceepted. If Lieut. Colo D'Orsonnens would
vepeat his invitation now and inelude some
of the junior officers he would b sure to
vet 1 Iarge class out, and other clawes
might with advantage e organized  in

the acighborhood of the othr schools.

The newspapers have published some very
Silly things about the Vietoria disaster,
and probably few people have the hazi-
est kind of & notion as to how the thing
occurred. Owing  to o misunderstand-
i of the method of signalling in - the
navy many of the newspapers have heen
mizled in the matter of that portion of
Admiral Maykha's despatehes referring to
his lesitation to reply to the signal of
the Commander-in-Chicf. It  should he
pointed out in explanation that hoisting
a signal docs not carvey with it an opder
tor the imuedinte execution of the pur-
port of that signal.  jts execution fol-
lows on the flags being hauled down. No
such quest.oa, therefore, as whether the
Camperdown added to the possibilities of
disaster by the delay in her pe:pouse to
the sigual con possibly arise. The signal
at that time is merely preparative, and it
ix within the right of any captain, .or

other officer in command of & ship «f-
teeted, to keep his flaws of response at the
dip uatil he has made out its mesning. Siy
George Pryon’s question, = What are you
wiaiting for? " did not imply. as soms
have supposed, = Why don’t you turn?”
for no order to turn b at Ghat time heott
given, anrld i might well have meant, \re
you, or is any other ship, in doubt as to
the meaning of the sigcnal ?7°°
had

Camperdown

ut in the

meanwhile the doubt b en removed

and =0 the answered, and
the executive signal was made by haualing

down the flaws.

Most Canadinns vezard the pre enee of
the North Atlantic squadron in Canadian
waters as & mere mater of course. an (n-
cident of little real impo. tince, aud take
little

interest cither in the strength of

the  squadron ar  the peesonnel of - the
The s

givea any attention to the subicet of Cun-

foree manning it. who have ever

adian defenee know  very well that the



