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renders " Teal's " strictures more uncalled much enhanced by the bard work necessitated
for. The concluding stanza of Longfellow's in its prosecution. Now, " Teal " when lie
poem runs thus: writes about the pleastre of shooting Black-

"And that bird is called the Crossbill, birds, Larks, &c.,and of indulging in the " good
Covered all with blood so clear; pie the inake " must be very hard up fbr

In the groves of pine it singeth , enu s oSongs, like Iegends, strange to hear." genuile sport, or lie musiit lie too great]y a(]-
d cted to the Lucullus like luxuries of the table.

" Strange" indeed! " Did anyone ever We ,have read of dishes of Nightingales'
hear a Crossbill sing ? Wrilon says that they tongues, of the more expensiv'e, but not less-
have " a loud, sharp, anl not unnhusical note to-bie-deprecated African drauglit of liquitied
and chatter as the tiy." This scarcely carres pearls ; but I scarcely expected to find the
out the Poet's description. But Beehstein shooting of Blackbirds Thrushes, and Larks,
tells us that it utters larsh, shrill, notes with for pies dignifed with the tern "l Sport ?" lin
but little muelodv. One bird wi il try to surpass the pages of your Journal.
the othe : and those are the imost esteeied VINCENT CLEMENTI.
by the fancier whicli repeat frequently a sound Peterboro, Noveinber 19. 1881.
like reits or croits, and which is called the
crowing of the Crossbill." IIow does this To the Editor Of the CANAD1AN SPORTSMAN AND
account, tie correct one, tally with Mr. ATU rust:
Longfellow's"1 og <" ? NATUItALIST

Longf egard o "?edest Sla,-Tlree friends and myseltfleft Mout realWith reganr to the destruction of the on tIe 4th Noveinber, bound ou a ducik-sloot-American Rohm, advcated by "l Teal,' 1 ma.y ingtriptLake St. Francis. We anticipatedremark that Ilat bird is iot miuch of in some good sort, but were dooed to dsap-
insectivorous bird, that I do not purpose, in oite , on arriving ai te ak<e ext day,
future, to urge any plea lu favour of its ver f e w d s o u b e se n i e tred
iîuumiumity, imasumiuch as durng iv very few ducks eoud lie seen. Wc tried
romn homne in Septembier a nunber of Robins several of the best-known places. ou thie lake,

layed sad iavoc miii muy grape-bines for tour days, but verv few ducks came to our

devouring nearly all the fruit. But, as to the decoys. So, we packed up our traps, and leit
Winter sport-" of " shooting Black-birds Lancaster, sadder, but wiser men. We shot

Thrushes, Larks, Redwings and Fieldfares," about 30 ducks, mnost of themi being Scoters,
I desire to add that I miyself enjoyed sucl and Bu1e-heads. I shot a long-eared owl,

hedge-popping" sport /ichi a boy, in Englanil; (Otus Vilsoînilnus) ou Ross' Island, wlich
aud as "Teal " appears ond of poethrv I wili !îay imterest orithologists. A gentlemanî
quote the following stanîzas from an od iforned mie that lie was shooting on Lake

spuring song : butSt. Francis, about the iniddle of October, and,
at tlat time, Red-heads and Blue-bills, were

When 1 was but a little boy, plentiful. He lad some good sport, killingAnd scarce could lifit a gun,
I oft would leavP each chiildish toy, thirty of the above-naiied ducks im one day.

And to the fields would run. Large Yellow-legs and Jack-snipe were abun>-
With pistol for my fowlingpiece, dant, but as the ducks attbrded bii such good

I thought inyseif a man sport, lie did not go afler the torier. Ai>
And thus improving by degrees, Amierican stean yacht arrived on the lake the

A sportsman's life began. day he left. I was informed that these Amnet-
At Lark and Redwing and Fieldfare icans slaîugltered several lundred ducks in a

My skili 1 fir8t did try :iI
tt igsthe air week, and one day killed 127 ducks, sliooting

I quickly did let fly.'' out of a siiîk-boat anchored out in the lake,
and having about 200 decoys out. I cannot

There, sir, is " Teal to a T. But I, when I unîîderstand how it is, that the Canadian
became a mitan, put away such childisli sport authorities do not put a stop to these pot-

W hen older grown a gun I got, liiîuhcrs slaughhering our gane ho supply
A pointer, too, I bought Anierican markets. If Canadia sportsiien

And being now a denent shot
The stubble-field I sought;' 'l

,gaîlie, thev would vcry Soon lie arreshed, fined,
aye, and the hogs and mountains of Kerry too, and Il i ofiscated.
wlere, Vear ly vear, before leavig ohol retaliate on tled. I notice hat the
England o aoped chutris, irrival and depature
sport wortliy tiie naine 0 sport, tie cîjovîeîl 1 ro n our lakes, and would advise sportsien

wetoIntdIttsgons npruto


