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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The Prisan Minister’s Bill, a measure for giv-
ing the assistance of thewr clergy to prisoners,
members of the Catholic Church, confined in
Jul, has at last passed 1its second reading in the
House of Lords by a majority ot 35. TLord
Derby warmly supported the Bill.

Another very imporiant measure has been
agreed to by their Lordships, in tbe shape of a
Bill sent up {rom the House of Commons autho-
rising the flogging of criminals convicted of rob-
bery with violence. This Bill which isa move
in the right direction, is a prolest agaiost the maw-
kish seatimentalism of the day, and a return to the
sounder system ol secondary punishmests n vogue
in the days of our fathers—and is more especially
directed against the garoters, who infest the
streets of the metropols, and whose murderous
assaults have struck such pame into the bosoms
of respectable British housebolders. It is now
enacled that the convicted garoter, instead of
being shut up for a short time—fed on the fat
of the land, and after a few months’ petling and
coaxing, set adnift to recommence his depreda-
tions, shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to cor-
poral punmishment, the only punishment of which,
—after the gallows—the crimenal elasses stand in
any dread ; and which whenever and wherever
applied has alwags approved itself the simplest,
the cheapest, and the most efficacious mode
of dealing with criminals, and of repressing
crime. Thus when some years ago it had be-
come the fashion to shool at—or to pretend lo
shoot at the Queen, the mere passing of a law
assigning the pumshment of flogging to the of-
fence put a stop to 1, at once and for ever
It will scon be the same with garoting ; and 1f
the <zt and humbug of the age did not prevent
tbe carrying out of the principle io all offences
against person and property, to swindlers, forgers
and koaves of every description, we might soou
dispense almost entirely with our costly pem-
teutaries—aund should at the same time gain 1
mensely 10 respect of imnuaity from the outrages
of the crimioal closses.  No one we trust now-a-
days is simple enough to beleve that these can
be reformed out of their evil ways, bul no on:
can donbt that they mav be flagged out of then.
Their hearts indeed are bard and ununpressible
as the uether mill stone @ but their cuticles are
acutely sensttive, and 1o these should the mags-

trate address himself.

Tn the House of Cememons there had been an
amusing debale on the question of throwing open
the Edinburgh Botanical (ardens to the pubhe
on Sandays, after the hours of divine worship.
Against tuis proposition the Puritan spiril rose
todignant s and not confent with Jeaving every
man at hbesty 1w tie matter of Sunday obser
vances to follow the dictates of s awn con
science, and the hight of lus own private judgmen
~{ree to stop away from gardens altogether af b
believes that shrubs and flowers and shady walks
are an abomination, and !ree to enjoy and mak-
the most of tbese thirgs—if therein he sees nn
wroug—it insisted that its own peculiar and lu
dicrous views of Sabbath obligations should b
enforced by Statute upon the entire communiiy .
To these arrozant assumptions the House yildvd:
and the proposition for furnishing the workiuny
classes of XEdinburgh with innocent, healthy aud
wntellectual recreation on the weekly holyday la-
been negatived by the Hounse. Thia is gnod
news no doubt lor the keepers of low unlicensed
groggeries, and all places of filthy debaurh, frr
these will be, as herctofore, filled by those 1v
whom access 1o every imnocent amusement is
sternly interdicted by law. It is melancholy
however to reflect that the Scotch Puritan sp-
rit should be still so strong as te be able to cam-
pel submission to its behests from enlightened
Englishmen, who canoot but thoroughly Je-
spise the advocates of ¢ Sabbath restrictions”
upon the amusements of the working classes, and
who must in their hearts loathe the grovelling
superstitions, Which have superseded the doctrines
of Christianity amongst the Sabbatanans.

"The tidings {from Ireland are more cheerful
than they bave been of late. There is every
prospect of an early and an abundant barvest,
and in consequence we may look forward to a
cessation of those sufferings which bave so long
and so severely tested the heroic palience and

T T Witess.

Chiistian resignation of Treland’s' sore distressed
people.  Still however, the stream of emigration
continves to flow, and the people are rushing
from their native couatry in hot ‘haste as if pur-
sued by the pesiilence, and as it the avenger ot
blood were in pursuit of them. Gud graat that
this state of things may soon cease, and that
peace‘ and plenty may be ebout once more to re-
visit and bless the land.

The news irom tbe seat of war s most encou-
raging for the friends of the Conlederates. Gen.
Lee, with a force ol 100,000 men Laviog crossed
the Potomac, has invaded Pennsylvan:a, attacked

more and Washington. His troops are flushed
with victory, and full of confidence in their own
oft-tried valor, and in the skill of their com-
mander. The Federal army is dispirited and
demorzhsed ; and oppressed by the weight of re-
sponsibility attached to bis office, as General-in-
Chnef, General Hooker, even ¢ fighting Joe’” has
laid down his command, which has been trans-
ferrea to an officer, bitherto unknown to fame,
named General Meade. The people of Pennsyl-
vania and of the Northerr States seem panic-
stricken.  They make, as yet, no effort to de-
fend themselves against the invader, who drives
the enemy before him hke a flock of scared sheep.
In the West, Gene,ad Banks bas met with a ter-
rible repulse at Port Hudeon; Vicksburg stll
gallantly holds out; and in the Nocth Western
States, attempts to enforce the conscription have
been met and foiled by the stern resistance of the
people.  One great and most important differ-
ence betwixt- the mor /e of the Federals and
Coniederates has been strongly brought to light
within the last few days. Wherever the Federals
have invaded, or for a moment got possession of
Southern territory, they bave bebaved themserves
like detpons 5 plunderng, destroging, murdering
and ravishing everyihing and everyhody on whom
they could lay their hands. No property in
their eyes was sacred ; they respected neither
age por sex ; and the infamies perpetrated by the
Yauukee merceparies have never been surpassed
by any troops, in any age or in any country.—
The Confederates, on the contrary, refrain alto-
gether from plunder: the gray hairs of the old
man, and the chastity of the women of their ruth-
less enemies are treated with scrupulous respect,
and to this may perbaps in a great degree be at-
tributed the indifference which the people of
Pennsylvania have hnberto manilested towards
the invasion of their State. Tney know that thsy
have, persanally, nothng to fear from the Confe-
derale troops, and they are beartily sick of the
rumnous and iniquitous war into which their unprin-
cipled rulers have plunged them. The humanity
of tle Confederates, under the cruel prorocations
whicl they have received, is as remarkable as is
the skilf of their leaders, and their valor on the
field of battle.

Unsuarry Unions.—All novelists and ro-
mauce writers are great upon this topic ; all ex-
perience shows that paught but misery can ensue
from ferced or constraired marriages ; and what,
m this respecl is true of individuals, holds true
ikewise of communines,

This truth we see al this moment lorcibly
dlustrated in the relative positions of Upper and
Liower Canada, and m the uadisguised, daily 1n-
rensilying autagonisin ol 1he two sectivos of the
Province towards one another.  They have been
unequally, or rather imguitously, yoked tope-
ther ; and the evil consequences of this political
crune, or as Tatleyrand would call it, tts politi-
+al blunder, are now apparent uato all men.

Mr. Gearge Brown has not caused this anta-
sontsm, neither are the Clear Grits the aulhors
bereof. ‘These bave hut avaled themselves of
t, to proinote thewr personal objects, and in so
tomg have no doub! aggravated it. But they
ave not grnerated it, for it was evoked, or
valled into existence, by the action of the Im-
perial Parkament in imporiug a Legslative
Uuion upon people so alien to one another as
we thase of Upper and Lower Canada respect-
The evd ¢xiats 3 1 is tn vain to attempt
The
ject of the statesman aud Christian should be
‘o dieern if baply there may yet be some
remedy for 1t

Vr‘ly.
to eoneeal 115 1L Is useless to bewail it.

On every great politico-soeral question that
arises, or can possibly arise for discussion, there
aust n the very nalure of things, be irreconcil-
ble antagomsm betwixt the people of Unper
Canada, an d those of the Xastern section of the
Province. The ways of the former are not the
wys of the latter, neither are the thoughts of the
one as the thougits of the other. Compromise
is unpossible, because compromise supposes neces-
sarily some commen or middle ground, upon
which both parties may meet; and betwixt Pro-
testanligm and the polnico-social system which
logically fuws therefrom, apd Cathelicity and
that politico-social system which Catholicity
engenders, there is and can be nothing in com-
mon. Situated as the two antagonists actually
are, one may destroy or crush the other, but re-
conciliation or compromise 1s a moral impossi-
ity

The form in which this inberent and ineradi-
cable bostility or antagonism betwixt the two ill-

Harnsburgh, and seriously menaces both Balti-.

assorted Provinces finds expression is couched at
the present moment, in terms of Representation.
The Upper Province, having' grown in numbers
and in wealth, and having in its material pro-
gress outsiripped the Lower Province, now de-
mands that the political relations which existed
so long as the latter was the more populous and
the wealthier section, should be set aside, and
insists upon the application of the principle of
Representaton by Population, Lower Canada
msists equally energetically upon maintaing
LEquality of Representation, and Lereupon issue
is joined ; and upon this ground the battle which
18 lo determine the future of the Trench Cana-
dian race—whether they shall continue to live
aad prosper after the manner of their fathers, or
whether they shail be improved off the face of
the earth by their enemies of Tpper Canada—
must be fought. The battle cannot be stirked
or avoided ; and the people of the East would
do well to gird their loins for the quickly com-
mg and 1nesitable coallict.

“ Representation by Population,” urge our
enemies is just in principle ; in harmony with the
requirements ani the essential conditions of elec-
tive Groveraments, and should therefore be ap-
plied to the Province of Cunada irrespective of
all ternitorial, all national subdivisions. Graut-
iug for the sake ol argument the truth of the pro-
position in the abstract, we coutest the justice of
its application in our particular case, because we
contest the justice of the Legislative Union.—
The question, then, as we state it, resolves itself
into this. ® Is it just that Lower Canada should
be bound to Upper Canada in a Legislative
Union, and that "the two Provinces thus yoked
tegetber should be represented in one Parlia-
mexct aceording to their respective populations 7
Thsis a very different question from that of—
# Isthe principle of Representation by Population
perse just?” for m fact it raises the question of
the justice of the Legislative Unton imposed by
force upon Lower Canada.

Ttis wn this light that the Irish Catlolic con-
stituencies m both sections of the Province
should regard the question of Represeatation by
Population : and in Jdealing with. it, they should,
and 1if they are wise, honest, and desirous of re-
taining the sympathies of the wise and honest,
will, apply toit the same principles and the same
arguments a3 those which they apply to, and
with which they test the justice of, a Legislative
Union, with Representation according to Popu-
lation, betwixt Great Britain and their pative
land. If such a Union, and upon such terms,
be in the case of Ireland, unjust, it must also be
unjust in the case ot Liower Canada.

Indeed every argument that can be urged
against the suppression of a national Legislature
for Treland, anc the Union of that country with
its wealthier and more populous neighbor, may
be urged with equal, if nol greater, force against
the Legislative Union of Lower Canada with the
Upper Province. As in the one case, so 10 the
other, the Union is an unequal yoling or bindiog
together of races alien to one anotler in blood,
in language, and in religion. If the Union n the
one case was obtamed by fraud, bribery, acd
corruption, in the other case it was imposed by
brute force. The French Canadians were not
even copsulted upon the matter, as were the
Lrish : but the act which deprived the former of
their National Legislature, and bound them in
unhaliowed bonds to the strangers of the West
was the work of the Tmpenal Parliament, which
legistated for the Cabadians as for a conquered
people. If therefore the Legislative Union be
a wrong to Ireland, itis a wrong to Canada;
and if a wrong—1that wrong would not be made
right by the change suggested, and insisted upor
by the Clear Grits.

It must be remembered that the Upper Cuna-
dians alone derive, or have ever derived, any
benefit from the Union betwixt the two seclions
of the Provmnce. It was designed in their 1n-
terest, and imposed on Catholic Lower Canada
with the undisguised object of crushing out French
Canadian nationality, and giving political ascend-
ency lo Protestantism j and if bitherto it has
{fmled in accomplishing these ils objects, it is,
under God, due to the tenacity with which the
Cathalics of Lower Canada have adhered to
their faith, and to their ancestral traditions, and
to the skill with which they have utherto availed
themselves of the mutual jealousies and rivalries
of their enemies of the Western Province. All
the advantages of the Union however are on the
side of the latter, and they alone have any inter-
est in perpetuating it. It stands to reason, there-
fore, that if they 1nsist upon that Union, detri-
mental ag it is to the best mterests of Lower
Canada, they accept it with such disadvantages
as may attach to the existing system of Repre-
sentation, If the Upper Canadians feel them-
selves aggrieved thereby, the remedy is in their
own hands. ‘They have but to demand the re-
peal pur et simple of a Union which bears
heawmily and unequally upon them ; and without
pretending to the gift of prophecy, we venture to
assert that they will meet with httle or no op-
position from the French Canadians.

The position of the latter, as we understand it
is this. Imiquitous and unjust in 1ts mception as
the Act of Wnion which bound them to Western

Canada undoubtedly- was, they are willing to en-
dure, to submit to that ‘Union,"grovidé;l that the
system of Equality of Representation be left in-
tact; provided that ihe "same principle be ap-
plied to them, now that they are in the mizonity,
as that which was applied to the peaple of Up-
per Canada, as long as the latter were in the
minority, and their finances bankrupt.  But if
these terms do not content the people of the
‘West ; il they appear to them unjust or onerous,
the French Canadians are by no means so en-
amoured of them as to be willing to accept a
continuance of the alliance upon such terms as
those which the Globe and the organs of the
Protestant Reform party now propose.

There 1s, we believe, however, but one way in
which the antagonism betwixt the two sections of
Canada can be houestly or prudently dealt with—
Repeal of the Union, Restore to both Upper and
Lower Canada ther ancient Legislatures ; and
allow these, undisturbed by any force ab extra,
and—as towards one another, as soveresign and
independent States, though both sulject as to-
wards Great Britam—-to arrange their future
relations with one another. The result of such
a precedure would we believe be this, The
Upper Canadians would {ly off; and become
members of the Yankee Republic ; whist the
Lower Canadians would seek to draw tighter
and closer those bonds which now bappily unite
them to the British Empire.

But without speculating on the future, we
would merely entreat the Irish to look back
upon the past, and to remember in what terms
thetr great men, theic own orators and patriots
have spoken of the Legislative Union of Catho-
lic Ireland with Protestant Great Britaw ; and
remembering these, then to ask tlemselves how
with regard to consistency, and their own self-
respect, they can be accessory to inflicting a
similar injustice upon Lower Canada? This,
we say is the real question at issue, Represent-
ation by Population may be, tor aught we say
to the contrary a principle per sz sound and
equitable ; bul the question 15—1s it equitable,
that Lower Canada should be bound to more
populous Upper Canada at all? When TUpper
Canadians talk of therr right to representation
according to their numbers in a United Legisla-
ture for the two Canadas, they should be called
upon to prove the justice of smuch a uvnited or
common Legislature for fwo communities so
completely distinct from—nay, we may say alien
and hostile to one another, as are the Anglo-
Saxon Protestants of the West, and the French
Catholics of the Tast.

The Irish of Canada are proud of therr num-
bers and of their political influence : and 1t can
not be doubted that victory 1n the coming batile
will rest with that party to which that influence
15 given. We would earnestly entreat of them
therefore, as they value their own good name,
their reputation for consistency, and the respect
of others, to deal in this matter with Lower
Capada as they would have their own fatherland
dealt with,

Persoxan.—The attention of the editor of
the TRUE WITNESS bas just been called to an
insinuation which appeared in the IV, Y. Tublet
of a recent date, couched 1 the following

terms ;—

“ Only o short time ago every Catholic paper in
this city, the Tapcter excepted, advertised for the
notorious Canadiun quack doctor, Tumblety ; and
if we mistalte not, the True Hifness also advertised
for him some years ago'~—XN, ¥, Tuble!,

There is more prudence than truth, in the
words of our New York contemporary ; more of
Yavkee smartness, than of Catholic honesty.—
Tad he said point blank, 1n so many words, that
the True WiTnEss lad advertised for the
notorious Yankee quack Tumblety, our contem-
porary would have laid himself open to the dan-
ger of being convicted of wilful and deliberate
falsehood ; but by the scurvy dodge “2f e
mistale not)’ to which he has resource, a
means ol escape are left open to bim.  The sub-
terfuge is smart, and worthy of Yankee m-
genuty.

The proprietor and ostensible publisher of the
V. Y. Tablet knows weil what {rauspired some
six years ago betwixt the editor of the True
Wirxess and the aforesaid Tumblety, as he—
the present publisher of the Taliet—was then a
resident of DMontreal, Ile knows the truth, for
he has often spoken of, and laughed at, the way
in which Tumblety was unceremoniously kicked
out of the Trug Wirness Ollice, when that
quack had tke smpertmence to thrust imself into
our presence, and to prefer a request that his ad-
vertisements might appear 1 the columss of the
last named journal. Tumble ty, who on the oc-
casion alluded to, was accompanied hy a Mr.
Palmer of this City, perhaps remembers the cir-
cumstances, the manner in which his impertinent
advances were repulsed, and will not we are sure
ever presume to abtrude himself upon us
again.

‘We have therefore a good right te complain
of the very dishonest language of the IV. Y.
Tablet—language to which indeed we are ac-
customed as coming from evangelical contem-
poraries, but which we dil not expect to meet
with in the columns of a professedly Catholic
journal, however smartly conducted. We will

not however_-d;vell longer upon this pornt ; but
conlent ourselves with calling upon the NV, ¥,
Tabiet either to ndicate the date of the issue
of the TRUE WiTNESS in which the advertise~
ment of the Yanlee quack Tumblety 1s to be
found ; or failing in this, to retract his assertion,
and {o make to us that amende honorable which
every true Catholic cheerfully makes when he
discovers that through nadvertence or through
ignorance he has maligned bis neighbor.

The only advertisement which the Tryg
WIENESS ever inserted for Tumblety appeared
mn our issue of the 25th September, 1857, It
was worded in terins so Tittle pleasing to the

quack Tumblety that he complimented us by a
menace of legal proceedings. Such as it is, the
N. Y. Tablet is at perfect liberty to reproduce
it, 1f thereby he thinks that be can make good
his attack upon the True WirxNess. The ad-
vertisement in question was headed Beware of
Quacks, and contaned the following remarks 1

“Of the professional nbilities of the said Dr
Tumblety we know wnothing ; but of the immorui
tendencies of the pamphlet which bears his name
we will speals without reserve; and we unhesitat-
ingly pronounce it to he one of those blackguard
publications which Lave, and exa bare, no conceiv-
able purpose except to corrupt she morals of all who
read them; acd which richly eatitle their riterg
and disseminators to & cell in the penitentiary, and
a tound whipping from tke handa of the common
lengman.

¢ [f its anthor thinks that we bave spoken unjustly
of him, our Courls of Law are opes 10 Lim, and we
are quite prepared to abide the issue of their doci-
cion.”—Turre Wrrsesy, Sapu, 25th, 18357,

We have often been at a loss to kuow how
the Dible and Fract distributors amongst the
laboring classes in the Popish countries of Con-
tinental Burope, reconcile their practice, with
their theary of the gross iguorance of those same
classes. To distribute books amongst the ignor-
ant who are unable to read, would be about as
rational and as profitable an operation as would
be the furnisling the bhad with spectacles, or
the Iittle niggers on the coast of Africa with
llanne! waistcoats and moral pocket-handker-
chiefs. Stll itisa fact that the Swaddlers do
send out great stocks of bogus bibles and tracts
to the ignorant and degraded Papists of Ttaly
and other Romis h countries.

The theory also 15, that these Papists sre kept
by their priests m a state of crass ignorance;
that they have not the slightest tincture of letters
—~and are destitute of the rudiments of educa-
tion. What the mischief then—one feels ra-
turally inclined to ask—becomes of all the bibles,
tracts, and the cart-Joads of other printed rub-
bish with which the zeal of Esxeter Hall sup-
plies them ?

1n a late number of the Montreal Witness
we find under the caption « Extracts from Miss
Burton’s ltalian Nawvvies,” an article which
mcreases our embarrassment upon this matter.
We are therein told that these Itahans, of the
poorest classes, working as day laborers, and
upon the canals and railroads, are so well edu-
cated as to be able to read, aad profit by, books
written not only in their own, but m the IPrench
language : —

' After some further conversation, they informed
me (Miss Burfon) that there were large numbers of
[telians atill in Switzerland, workic g as masons aand
on the railronds. [ acked them if they could read, I
found that the greater part of them conld do so, I
told them [ r«gretted [ bnd no Italinn tracts, but
only some in Presch. fXNever mind' they cried,
¢ give ug the French ones, ns we know a little of the -
language, and we will pay for them gladly.) ”?

In another place we are told that the Italians
are almost mad for Bibles and Tracts: that the
surest way or ¢ passport” to the Ialian navvies’
heart, 1s—not as is the case with their English
compeers, a glass of beer or a chaw of tobacco,
but—* to offer hun the Scriptures:” and that
the laboring classes of Italy are so addicted to
the study of evangelical literature that  these
men were seen reading the Scripture in the field
and by the wayside, and a German told me that
during the winter he bad met such numbers of
Italians going into Italy, reading as they walked
along that it excited his surprise.’” Admitting
that these slatements are true—or an approxi-
mation even to the truth—it follows that amongst
the laboring classes of Italy education must be
very gencrally spread—and that in this respect
the inhubitants of Romish countries are far ahead,
of thnse of Protestant England. Amongst the
navyies and day laborers of the latter, it is cer-
tainly not the rule that the muyjority can read
profitably even thew own language ; and assuredly
there are few, but very tew amongst them who
are sufficiently advanced in literature 1o be able
to read bibles or tracts written, say in German
or any other dialect bearing the same relation to
English that French does to Italian. Certamly
if Miss Burton be not romancing—the education
of the working classes in Romush countries has
rot been neglected, and is superior to that of the
corresponding classes in Protestant England.
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