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‘A Sorrow’s Crown of Sorrows.”’

CHAPTER XX.—Continned.

So Mra. Laidlaw attended n receplion
at Lady Mordaunt’s, and drove in the
Park in Lady- Mordaunt's carriage, and
was carried off by her to luncheon. On
all three occasions she met Aubrey. al-
though he did not join them in thedrive,
but only stood with other friends of his
sister .about the carringe. He spoke
very little to Lolu, and was only as cour-
teous and kind in mannerto herastoany
other lady of his acquaintance. But he
never took his eyes from her face: and
once, when the fixity of hisregard attract-
ed herown, Lthe blood rushed to hor
cheeks, and a eurious fear as of an nu-
known danger passed through her heart,

She might have forgutten this sensa-
tion, or dismissed it from her mind, but
for an incident that occurred subse-
quently, exactly one week after her hus-
band’s departure.  Whilist lunching with
Lady Mordaunt, Lola had lamented the
absence of a garden in her London life.
and of the roses for which Dr. Marsden’s
acre of land had been lamous.  Hearing
her words, for which he was always
listening, Aubrey had slipped out after
lunch. and when Lola returned home
later in the afternoon, she found her
sitting-room a very Lower of perfume
and fragrance. the lovely tints of the
multitude of cul roses being enhanced
by thie cool green of the pats of waving
ferns and tull tropical plants, which
littered ail the wvailable space of the
apartment.
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Delighted at first. Lol speedily wrew s

thoughttul and  embarrassed. Sl

knew quite well that her husband wonld
strongly disupprove of such attentions !

from her former admirer. She giessed
at onee from whom the ilowers canie,
although the seevants, when she quess
tioncd them, professed fgnoranes = to
the =enders nume: and. for tine g
time since her marriaze, the dithendtio-
and dangers of her position, as a Leanti-

tal. frietdic-2 woman, bonnd toajealon-,

negicetfu! husband, tlasind inge ey
mind. )
While she was debating how hest

she could averd Aubrey withouat horting
his feelings, the servant entered with o
parcel of novels aml mugazines
Lady Mordaunt, bronghit, sothe girt ~aiil
by a gentleman,

Acting upon the impulse of the -
ment. Lol who goesseld from the des

cription that the bearer waz none other

than Aubrey himseit, directed the givl
to run after him down the street, and, it
she overtonk him, to ask him whetler
he would enll in and see her mistress.

lHer messenger hiad scarcely depattad
before Lola regretted the stepshe had tak-
en; bt itwas then too lnte to goback, tor
the next minute she heand Aubrey s step
on the stairs and his knock at her sitting-
room door.

Enteriug the ruvon, he found her stanl-
ing by the table in the subdued light of
a summer evening.  She wore the black
lace gown in which he had seen her at
his sister's house, There were roses all
about her, and her hands were full o
them. He drew 2 deep breath as Lo
looked at her. and waited, with curirusty
shin'ng cyes, unti! shie zhonld =peak.

“I sent for you, Mr.de Vaux,” shie be-
gan rapidly, “to thank vou for the ook,
and tosay that—that it was very Kind o
vou. but I wish vou vl nat sent these
tlowers.”

* Indeed, I know nothing abont then,.”
he was beginning, when =he internpted
him,

“Now, you know that i~ unt tine, O
course I guessed iU woas you win <1y
them, because——""

“ Becauge at Oidford [ used to till vene
rooms with them. Flowers are vour
most natural companions.  You alwnys
lock as i you had been lrcught np
among them. Bt pray forgive me i}
vexed you. Indecd. that was far fron
my intention.”

“Tam not at all vexed: and it wax

very kind of yvou,” shie =ail. touched by
the sad bunulity of hi- tones. = Only T
know my husbund weuld rather [ only
received Howers from him : and he never
forgets any wish of mine,”

“Yet heleaves you here wiune when
he goes to Manchester.” ~aid Aubeey.
“But you need not fear; tiie dowers wilt
be dead tong betvre he rotans.”

“Now you muke me geally anery,”
said Laola, fushing hotiv. =1 sent for
you to ask yvou never to give me Howers
again,  But I may have to tell von 1

would rvather not speak 1o you at all, !

Nothing makes me s¢ angry a~ a retlee
tion upon those I love.
now, for Tam tired.”
“I ghall sec you ot =unday at my
sister’s ? he said. as he moved towands
the door.
Lola hesitated.

T am not sure whether st beablo !

to come.”

“Bat you have
Innely; it is eettled, and several people
are invited to meet you.”" he «aid cager-

N,

“CWell Tshall see.” =nid Lela, nervons-
Iy pulling a flower to pieces, and inward.
Iy resolving to pass Snnday at home,

Aubrey came away from the door ol
stood directly before her.

“Will you tell me,” be sk dl ratlor
unsteadily, “whetlier I have anvthing to
do with yourchanze of plans =

1

i

She was silenl. and he repeted his

question.

“Well, yes, a little.” she answered at
Inst, desperately. looking -traight up
into his fuce, T had not thonght of it
but I fear I have make a mistake. [ dild
not want to go to Manchester, ro [—]
persuaded my husband te start withont
me. Then, as [ tell him everyihing in
my letters, T asked hie I T might ¢o to
Lady Mordaunt’> as I was dull, He gave
me bis full permission to go anywhere.
except Lo your mother's. And T haw
been thinking sinee then that he may
have forgotten who Lady Mordannt is
and that—-="

“Ihat he would not let you go to iy
mother’s lest you should mect me, and
that he would be angry if hie knew that
vou see me ab my sister’s house 7™
T uyes.”

Aubrey was silent for a moment. Then
he said very sadly :

“As Iy sister 19, you say. your only
friend in London, and as you are dull,
and I am the obstacie to your visits to
her house, may Imake things right hy
going away [rom it? She has some

from .

And. please. zo

“‘.'c-miw‘x Lo conie e

!friends coming frem . Paris to-morrow,
and not room enough in the house for
| them nfl. I can take that as an excuse
- for giving up my room, and staying at
i an hotel for the rest of my visit to Lon-
i don. Then yon could call without any
{ fear of meeting me.” L

“1 eould not think of allowing you tu
make vourself uncomfortable like that,”
i snid Lola warmly. “And I am so used
i' to stayiog at home that I don’t mind it a
I hit. Besides, my husband will be back
i very soon, and then I sha'nt want any
I othier society. The idea of turning you
! out of your sister’s house.is absurd,”
! “Not at nll,"he said. Why do you
lthink I stay therc ? Or what should
!keep me in London? 1 will leave her
i house to-morrow, and T will never meet
! you there again, if you wish; then Mr.
‘Taidlaw can’t be angry. And if I can
i j st hear from my sister now and then
'that you are well, and seem happy, and !
Pif T can see yon pass by now and thent
iinthe street=. ot in the Park, why, that |
Visall T can wish for.all I can hope for!
cnow.  Good-night.”

and child, and the voice of her own des-
pair echoing through her aching heart.

After a time—Lola could never tell
how long—the thres turned down a
quieter street ofl the main tharoughfare,
and entered 2 house beaiing a card of
“Apartments to Let” in the window.
Loln looked up at the vumber. and at
the name of the street, and recognised
the address of her husband's letters.
Then she turned, and in the same
mechanical way, asthough she were living
painfully through an ugly dream, she
asked her way back to the railway-sta-
t on. Jt :ever once occurred to her to
face her husband and accuse him of his
faithlessness. Like some stricken ani-
mal that feels its own death-wound, she
wanted to creep home and die, away

from human eyes. Home was ouly
London—Iarge, dreary, and full of
sirangers ; and in this moment of

anguish she longed with a hopeless thirst
for the cool green meadows and waving
trees of her old home, and for the friend-
1y red walls that had sheltered her cloud-
lexs girlhood.

“Whoever marries Bruce Laidlaw will
be & miserable woman '

How right he had been ! how right ne
always was, her one friend who was

His voice was breaking as he ~poke, ; dead? I he were only hiere now, that shie

i He did not try to touch her hand. but | might creep to his side and lay her ach-
fturned abruptly away as he tinished | iDg head upen his kneg, and live out the
speaking. and. almost betore she realised | Wsﬂ_lll\‘ of l‘.(:-z: biroken lite under his pro-
that he was going, Lhie had lert the honse. | tecling vare
Tor a few moments Lola stoud quite |

: still s then, as if seized by a siwdden re’

Lsolve, she sat down to write o her hus-
Thand, Not o word of Aubrey did she
Psay chut, with more tenderness than she

fad ever yob dared 1o =show, slic begged
Manchs-

chim to let her come to him in
tesatl anee.

“OR teleomaph and say yon want me.
O st say cCene T D eannot tell von
choew maeh L want to see yono Tannilled
with the stitest fears aned the =3est fan
cies Yo wond Jaoue 10 yvou heat
theny, but the sieghit of vou o wiil drive
them away. Dear Bruce, D know T have
Potien tricd vour paticnee, Yon I
Chatlalways heens spodled at bome, and
just beeatse yest were mere boisy and
Yess demonstrative tham my father, with-
out nreaning 1t you have frightened ne,
cand cirecked e when U owanted o el
vou how nenel Hloved v And Hieoe

Pl B

h.lp}n-llw‘ Lt We Were narriod. and | ‘.'\].\vllll.~:(~f “‘l Cowil l'il?ll‘ h||”}"“llﬁ llll._
when  vou hemr i ven will o see A0 neistakes terwhich she wasatoning
primt 1 hase Leen breadiolly o siliv, ”".F}' L :
“and o have treated others Taadly | Mg h e oW hours o herjnrney.

sbthe ramibde o the wheels secmied to 1|

Sthreeneh oy own weakness and ignore
ance. Bat never yvono dear s and T owil
teil yorrali this when Teame.”

Tt was arowing dark whien shie tinisiied
thi~ fetter, and her eves were blinded
stitl mote by tears as she was clusing it
The ~crvant whee entered the room to

Plight the was beonglt a letler from
i Bruee, and place 1 in Mres. Laddlaw s
harls.

It was Kindly written : it reproachied
tree for not having ceme to Manchester.
and teld her many details about (he
picce, and Bruees v ork in e .\ Toug,
teresting letter: but with a certaln
tiich of constraint in its wording that
seciied (o render her own impualsive
cllusion hysterieal aned =illy by compari-
~on. With o chilled feeling at Ler beant,
Lol tore up the clesciv-written -heet
shie el just wiitten. Then she read ler
husband’~ letier again and again, and all
throngh the nighit <he thought of him
ael of Aubrey and was haunted by
nightmare fancies ot a0 hideons tronble
3lh:|l wals purstting o (.‘l'c[‘pill‘.’ up to

Ler. wd from which Braee abone could

save Lier —=DBriee, frem whom she was
separated by o gult shic could not erc
In the morning shie rose before siy,
with the visions of the uight sl strong
upen ber, and. going to the sitting-noon,
she hegan to searel in the time-table for
an eavly train to Manchester, There
was one at halt past seven. Lola packed
her bag, ate a plece of cake she found in
the cupbourd, wnd stole downstairs and
ottt ol the hanse betfore anvone init was

|
|
|

. Yoaogtanter to one shie was i ealy,
cdrivitg through the steeets of Manclies-
ter to the theatre whire Druee's piece
wis beinyg reiearsed. As Lola's convey-

g street leading to the stage-door, two
persons, aoman and aowoman, issted from
Coand walked alinge the nareow paves

LR
st past thie windows of the eat,

seemed to leave Lolvs bt There wis
no possible mistake o the elear June sun-
shine shove foll wpos Uil Giees —they
were il Granville asd Bruee Dadidlaw.

CITAPTER NXNIL

The cab stopped Betore the stiee-door
of the theatre.

Mechionienthy Lolo wot down frem it
paid the man, and then stoad for a0 mo-
ment en the narrow pusenent, sy
Cinyg Letore hers oo minel shoekaed T
Pwhot she lied seen to T capabile of
thought. The ~onmd of a0 voier askine
her whether she wanted anvone at the
theatre reealled brer to hierselt, Shuking
Lier head. shie rioved off rapidly in tue
direction her hu<band and Ela Granville
PLad Gkren, Sheson come up witi them,
Slor ey were waildking slowly, dbsorbed
pincarnest tall. Slackening her pace.
PLGh lolowed thom ot oa Bttde distane,
Switlodlenced Lands and bumive ehebs,
CBoth Bruee and Cottipatae iosecined
excited and o

7(;1'1”)\"[“1' [EM '.’::1111" L]t
Parm, ‘

I Boitre the doy o o piistr ek s A

)
I

Cthey pouseds and an cotrenely ety
like |

ltthe vl tairdndeced, amd o mieh
M= Gramville as to be tnomistdieahiv fer
Pdaughter, ranont oonesecet them, A ~ick
‘h;lil'c:'\ gibted Lota’s heart we sl aaw
{ Broce Tt the ehild ap o Bis sams and |
=hi wthienn slan [

)

bt the

v iy gronp. s

“eiss hier.
door my thee s

Ushie thongls

| vebeantitu! wonnon the hia
Frome. fntellectud-noking ran, and tie |
Plovely el who Jeanod rgainat Bim aad
with wiea fuir badr be playved in father-
iy fasnion as hie tadliod,

Adrysobrose to Lola's lips; shic would
have torned then and feft them, with
tht pleture of the tiree painted on her
mind for ever, but that, as Bruee and
his  companions  moved on up the
street, the thenght eame to her to lind
oul their distination. %o she followed
them again thraugh the crowded streets,
deatl and blind to everything but the

-_-1:1‘;-~'i!.t Toaba saw .\]l'>.|
“:u(-.-"-i

agreat deal thexpidn to sonabouag what

i

Chad op endy boasted of the el tie hotween | do ! o
i Iving Jdown in the sitting-room. and she

Chear Gk
Cenuaily

nnee drove slowly down the mean-look-

Avsight of theny every drop of Blood

sight of her husband and that woman

| =he niet me at my sister's,

o she wandored on throngh the
~trange fiuces i s strange city —hope-
les~, tricndiess. aud desolute, He hid
taken that woinai to his hone, He was
fiving there with ber awld the obild, n
whom  hie lavisbied  caresses his

obtain. He had neglected jer, treated
her with distant coldness, while his love
was civen to the volgar and ignorat
woinnn Who hend insalted his wite, aid

herse Candd Broee, Yelo while the mein-
ory of Mrs Gians il le's complacent ~miie

anel i tisiclally eightened charms iiiloed
Lot with borning anger and disgnsttho o
tin bt of ner nushand restind LIS

~1

Ly

acute pain. She could nev
i tepein his facee again it
giesstble to forgive or oo
it

Her Bae for G, e toariiage, anl
Hor presont tuisery were the ineviiable

pronicii b

peat hor condemnation, sl the ~tange
faces o to wateh her withy i scorn-
ful pity. A deserted unloved. negleeted
wite, with no tricnds, 1o tatnre. She
felt thot the corious eves aronnd her
readd all this o her cyes, chanled by a
tearless anguishi. )

It was halt-past six in the eveting
when ~he reached London. and thinking
that puysical motion might relieve the
numb despair that weighed dowsn her
bradn, ste resoived to walk to her rooms
instead of driving thither in g cab.

In the ~treet in which she lived. pass-
ing throush it in the twilight, absorhed
in her miscrablie thoughits, she came face
to fuce withw mun who feli baek a -tep
at sight of heroas iU hesitatine whether
or not he shonbd coldress her. It owas
Aubrey de Vaax : but Lol did net see
hinyo aned he turned and watched Lier
eress the road to her honse and stand on
the ~teps after she had rung the beli—a
beautitui. bright-haired woman in dusty
black guvments, with a loek of lixed ds-
pair up on her pallid tuce.

Aubrey had seen her quite eleaiv, s
e was huoanting the neighborhood of Ler
houze 1o the Lo e a alimypae ol e at
the windows or passing to and {ron ber
docr. She had cotue upon hin =uddenty,
but shie bad passed fuite close to him,
atd e had read the misery on her face
as plainly ag it her own words had trans-
lated it te hitn, He himself was utterly
restles= and unlappy. 20 much =0 that
on this same morning, from the hotel to
which hie had just cemoved, he bud writ-
ten to his mather o long ineoherent let-
ter telling hier that lite in Lendon was
growing so uncudurable to him that he
could not hear it muoch lonzer.

“Lmust go abrond again,” he wrote.
“Leannot come to you, w= I should enly
teasge you. You thought travelling had
cured me becavise T never trusted myself
to speak of her Bk you were wrong.
And now to ~ee hier neglected and alone
i sending me mad. 1 feel I shall kill
that husland of hers 0T wateh the
shadows growing in her fnee much long-
er. I have chauged my nddress Leeanse
he-—that brute <he has murricd—wonhd
be angry with hier, she says it he thonght
And this
bewutiful ehild knows no one iu London
but Alice. is heating her wings ont i an
ugly, dingy London  ladging-honse all
alone, the steny-hearted monster =lie hias
married 1s away in Manchester. She
tells me she retfused to go=shie witi not
hear oo word azainst him—but for ol that
hnew heds nnkind to ber, and 1 el
that if Tmeet Wim I slad] kil i,

With sueh thought= in bic head,
Aubrey hued suddendy teft Lis zister anl
Lier party at an afternoon reeeption, and
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had wandered oft, almost insensibly, in
the direction of Lola's house; and in
such a frame of mind he met her, and
saw the misery of his own heart surpass-
ed by the stony despair in her face.

Shocked, wondering, and fully of pity
for herand mad rage ngainst whomsoever
had made her suffer, Aubrey lingered
near the house which Lola had entered,
longing passionately that he might fol-
low and strive to comfort her, but not
teoipt. More than an hour he spent in
daring to risk uffending her by suchanat-
pacing up and down the street and the
environs, until at length, his love and
anxicty on her account beating down all
scruples, be resolved on making some
conventional cnquiry of the servant as
to Mrs. Laidlaw’s hcalth., Some excuse
for so late a visit being indispensable, he
huriied to the nearest book-shop, and
bought there at random a unew novel
which thc shopman recommended.
Armed with this, he proceeded to Lola's
house.

It was eicht o'clock ,and when the ser-
v it opened the door Aubrey put into Ler
hands the volume he had purchased,
and apologiscd for the lateness of his
visit.

“I happened to be passing,” he ex-
bouk from my sister. s she quite well ¥

“No; Mrs. Laidlaw iz not very well,”

wiie
would bave given o vear of hLierlife to!

Wit |

{ the eirl informed him. “She's been to
P Maochester and back to-day. and I think
pit's tired her,” she said ;

PP Aubreys face changad at the news. He
grew paler atill, and at longth, after
standing 1 mowment insilenee, tlgetting
with his moustache, e said.

“Will vou talke this ook to Mrs, Laid-
liw and my candoand will you ssk her it
fxhe eculd see me fora few moments, us
[am leaviog London temorrow 27

doesn't want to be di-turled,

Paent e away when D owent up. and told
e shedidn’t want anything.”

PAubrey with the decpest agitation, Lala

S neglected, and alove dighting with

tieat blank despatr he had <een in her
i fnce two hours betore, with ne friend to
j help hiers o Timman son! to sy mipathise
Pwith hers in s greatest need.

At these thonght: w very azony touk

foved Licr. she Lad been to Manchester
Csbie hiad seen hier husbhand @ and he had
driven Ler from bim to hecak hier heart
in hetpless griet 50 - cioelty, It was
Swell tor Bruee Ladlaw that hie could not
meet Liis former rival at that moement.
o

in hier hamd, holding the door opet.
Anbrey's back was towards her. She
coull not sce the excitenment that con-
vilsel his fealures: nor, in the seini-
darkness of the hall, conld =he notice
how the voung man trembled from heald

to fuot. and nervousiy elenched  his
hand- i the pavs s that followed her
words,

Yet. event o her unabservant cars. his
volee sonnded forced and stranec us he
sl

SIE Mus. Laddlaw i her Iricnds
sietiid besentior, T will o up and ask
i 1 ean be of any usc.

[.I'D l".' (’L/?l“‘ll“"'!.‘
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Avoiding the Honor,

The ancient ceremony ¢f neninating
high sherifls of the connties of England
fur the ensuing year took place last week
at the royal courtz of justice London.
anid the public cujoyed the ree privilege
of beho!ding the chancellur of the ex-
chegquer i his otielnd costunee. The
late Mr. Goschen. by vivtue of his otlier,
presided. =itting in the lord ehief justice's
chair,in an claberate robe of rich moire
silk. The front and sides of the robe
were covered with thick gold lace and
embroidery.  Silk-robod and  bewigged
Judges and four eabinet ministers ocene-
pied the Jowerseat~. The oflice of high
shentt i+ a very dignitied one. but fear-
fully expensive.  No osalary attaches Lo
it. and the holder has to spend much
money to maintain the dignity. Fyery-
body seeks to avoid it and the erown has
to tse reutie compmision to till it in each
county court over which the ehancellorof
the exeliequer presides. The high sherif!
i~ eliarged withv the duty of selecting
three nuntes from the magiztraey list of
cvery connty  for submission to the
neen, wha, afterward -itting in conneil.
solomnly selects the first name in each
triv, thus apreinting the unhappy man
to the olice of hich <herdtd, whiceh e is
bound to accept or pay o dine of 500
pottds an defaunlt. Lotz of magiztrates
sent excuses on Thursday, mostly plead-
ing ill-health or poverty.,  One asked to
e exempted  because he was *the
voungest son of a vounger son, and of
small means” Ancther wanteld to be
excrsed bieauze he was dependent upon
A -taalihieonie jrons bis wite's property,
aind lid cleven ehililren, whony he sent
to the chenpest sehool e the county.
He frequentiy had to boreow money
from his bavkor, and s one-=ston Re
In"n"" .

ATk both the Lody and ihe inain
tonfe, Mitharn's Aromatie

Tor 1Ny iG
it the reliuble
Oninine Wine.

FOdde=t Parasite In Creation.

Do readers kunow that the royvul Benga!
tizer 18 infeated with cie of the strangest
creatuires that ever lived? Tt is sidd tole
w et casily demonstrated o proved by
one who lins neecsx to a zoological eol-
leetion, that the web of the foot of tigers
of the above niuned speeies is inhabited
by o Blond-sucking inscet ahout the size
of o comumon flew, which i~ a perfeet
counterpart of a tiger in every pastico-
Liv,shape, chaws, tutl and strrpe neluded

Popuiarty calid the RWing of eedieine i—
Hool's  Naraapavillic [ conguers serofu,
Sl rhenm aod adl other tload discises

Ilelp on the Good Work.

The Carmelite Fathers of Magara Falls
are meeling with suceess in their eifforts
toraise o fond to eveet a Uilermsage aned
Hospdee. Al those who are devoted to
our Lady of Monnt Carmel and wear her
seapular will surely not fail to e this
descrving work,

NarioNAL Prones nreamikl purgative, acts

ing on the Stomnach, Liver and Lowels, remov-
ing nll obstructions.

Beware of how you get into legal diffi-
cullty with a tailor. Remember he is
just the man to prees a suit,

plained, “so 1 brought Mrs, Laidlaw this |

“I would rather not, siv” said the givl, !
‘1 really think M=o Laillaw i~ it and

The pieture ey words called npdifled

she is -

1
1

b posseaalon of the ind of the man who i
i

The ditthe =ervant stood with the hook !
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GRATEFUL—~COMFORT] NG.

EPPS'S COCOA.
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