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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

GENERAL LITERATURE.

TYE PRIVATE MANNERS OF THE EARLY|’

CHRISTIANS.

I'x the first ages of the Christian Church, when
the follawers of the crucified Redeemer were
few in numbers, and exposed to frequent and
severe persccutions, the circumstances in
which they felt themselves placed were such
45 to Jead to a marked separation, both in ha-
bits and principles, from the ungodly world
around them. They were, in the most em-
phatic scnse of the expression, “a peculiar
people,” and that peculiasity was evinced
not merely on great and important occasions,
but in the minute details of cvery-day life.
Such an obvious distinction from the idolators
“among whqm they lived, was not mare in ac-
cordance with the high and holy doctrines
which they professed to believe, than it was
useful in preserving them from an unwar-
ranted conformity to the maxims and modes
of life prevalent ‘among the heathen. Noy
that they were called upon to stard so com-
pletely aloof from worldly men, as to refrain
from the. ordinary charities of social life. No.
Ifthere is one principle which the gospel in-
culcates more earnestly than another, it is
that of universal benevolence and kindness,
commanding Christians to do good to all as
they have opportunity. But among the pri-
mitive Christians, while this duty was obsery-
ed with the most exemplary strictness, the
dread of being too much conformed to the
world was ever present to their minds. “The
animating ani purifying motives of Christi-
anity operated upon their hearts with an in-
tensity which can scarcely be understood in
the present day. The doctrines of their holy
religion they, adopted as ruling principles, in-
fluencing their. whole deportment. - They
wers, in the great fmajority of instances, men-
who had baen formerly -sunk in tha degenin.
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words professing to know Ch
works he denies him,” RN
Such characters a8 we have now referred
to are comparativly unknown in an-age of per-
secution. The chaff is then most effectually
separated from the wheat. When the un-
godly world begins to frown, when the clouds
of adversity and trouble gather, and blacken,
and burst over the Church of God, then it is
that her winnowing time is come. The love
of many, who in the days of prosperity 'were
loudest in their professions of attachment to
the cause of Christ, suddenly seems tp wax
cold, They quit the ranks of his followers;
¢ they walk no longer with him.” It is most
edifving 1o turr to the early ages of the Chris-
tian Church. and cee the effects of persecu-
tion on the minds of true believers. They
remain steadfast and unmoved. Their courage
is unshaken by the most earnest solicitations

enemies. They love Christ and his salvation,

{and nothng can avail 1o wrench from them

this precious troasure. They feel that they
are bound to one another by a firmer tie than
before ; and now that they are not merely be-
lievers of one common faith, but objects also
of one common hatred, they stand out in bolder
relief then ever, from their ruthless persecu-
tors. Is it wonderful that in these circum-
stances. the .Cliristians of early times should
cautiously avdid every, even the slightest
tendency to conform tothe customs of ‘the
heathen around them, and perhaps rush into
the opposite extreme ; thus exhibiting a mark-

plicy which we cannot but admire.
are all the morc anXious to call-the atiention

nddiod 1l _onhiers YU WE Oxca,,

fullv o1

tion of a barbarots heathenism, "and now that
they emerged as it were into the light of day,
they gladly cast away from them every rem-
nant of their former habits, and entered

the utmost ardour into all the peculiarities of

the new systéi which they had embraced.

And, besides, the Christians felt, to their
own sad experience, that they were viewed.

witly no favourable eye by the votaries;of pa-|

ganism ; cold suspicion, rankling jealousy and:
hatred, -burst forth at leagth’ inio' the most
cruel and long-continued persecution.. In
this state of matters, it would have been won-
‘derful indeed, if a striking distinclion in man-
ners had not characierized a ‘people 8o situat-
eJ. The profession of Christianity in a coun-
try and ags such as ours.scarcely affords any,
test whatever of the sincerity of an individu-
al’s principles and views. - - Itis unfashionable,
pay it would be discreditable, and might sc-
riously injure any man’s secular interests, to
avow himeelf an unbeliever.. An outward
adherance. to the Christian profession is ai-
most universally prevalentin the community..
The infidel is compolled-either to be silent, or
at all eventsto assume an apparent respect
for religion. He cannotdo otherwise unless
he has made up his mind to become an out-.
cast from society. And the nominal profes-'
sor too, feels the same overivhelming pressure:
from withoyt.. He has no.true regard-at heart,
for the interests of religion. He would gladly’
cast away ‘from him the restraints which:
Chrigtianity " imposes. But to part with the’
profession and name of believer, he dare not;
such a etep would ruin his ‘character and re-|
putation in the eyes of his. fellows; and,
thoughi he has ¢ no fear of God,” he has some
litle regagd for the esteem of man, He plays

our readers; and as the book to which we
have now alludcd abounds in interesting ajd
authentic information on the topics of whith
we -are treating_ in this urticle, we still-awil
ourselves of it for the purpose of illustratia.
The first point to which we shall advet,
in speaking of the manners of the ca
tians, is their : '
: ‘ DRESS, 4 |

It may to many appear a matter of indie-
rence what colour or mode of dress is wa.
Nothing, in fact, is more subject to caprif, ;
and. we may almost wonder bow any ne
should attach the_slightest importance fa
thing so triviai, . Viewed in the light of‘.CEs-
tianity; bowever,. nothing is destitute ot ;&
degree of interest, - which either affects ! is
indicative of the spiritual condition of kn.
The piimitive Christians felt this, and ackd-
ingly we find that they were not al_todlcr
nattentive to ‘the siyle of clothing in uch

they appeared. On this subject Mr, Jnn}m,
) dofl a

after admitting that they gradually ac
dress pecullar to thomeelves, thus vindteg
‘them » ; '.. ;

" Not that they affected any singulary in
their. personal .appearance—for -theirlr)ili.-:
ments were worn in thé ordinary fash of
the time and place;~~and--Christianghe-
ther they were found in-th¢ high; the dle,

cies of the state or -profession.to whihey|

his part with the utmost dexterity, he becomes
a bypocrite—a mere nominal Christian, ¢in

rist, while ig}

of friends, or the most bitter reproaches of

ed singularity in their manners and deport-
ment? In the minute details, liowever, of
their ordinary conduct there is a beautifuljeim-
And we

of our readers to the habits of the primitive
1Christians, that there are few who have care-

deed, of’ Mr. Jamieson’s recent work,
entitled ¢ The .Manners and Trials. of the
tPrimitive Christians,” " we. are not aware of
with '|;m_v modern volume to which we can refer

rly Ch,s- ‘

or the lower ranks, ‘were accustomed fjuip [ byl
themselves in a marnuer suitable ta the:en- [le

belonged.. But, lookingto the moral itnce |chambers a
of dress, desirous of-avoiding.every thithat'|rich,
might'minster to.vanity; or lead the wir {0 distinguished
forget, in attending to the outward the[Kouse of the Ohri

A oy . T o
rpaments of @ meek and quiet spirit, they
gg;&ﬁ)‘ﬁsly rejected all ﬁner;'l, as url:bec’omini
the "humility of their character, and confineg
théingelvesto a suit bf appare),-reiarkable not
so much foi the plainness of the material, as
for the absence of all superfluous ornaments,
Every thing gaudy or sumptuous, that partook
of the costly stuffs, or the crimsoned dyes that
suited the luxuries or taste of the times, was
discountenanced by the spiritually-minded
followers of Christ ; and though many of them
were entitled, by birth or otherwise, to appear
in the flowing robes of the graceful toga, yet,
even that favourite garb, while it was retained
for the valuable privileges it conferred, way
looked upon as teo gay and splendid for ordi-
nary use, and was by most, if not by all the
Christians, laid aside for the common pillium
or cloak, to which the preference was given
on account of the air of greater modesty and
gravity. that was supposed to belong to it.
Moreover, among the Christians of the East,
the custom early prevailed of wearing gar-
ments of no other colour than white,—in or-
der that they might carry about with them
a perpetual memorial of the purity of charac-
ter that became their profession ; and there
were others, in various parts of the world,
who thought it their duty to carry the imita-
tion of Christ to wearing the meanest and most
common aitire of one in the form of a servant.
But neither of these extravagances met with
very general countenance; and the greater
part contented themselves with a dress free
from all approach to gaudiness asd pomp,
betraying no symptoms of an anxious and ela-
borate decoration of the person, and - conspi-
cuous only for its neat and cleanly appear-
ance. '
From these remarks it must be apparent
that though -in some cases there might be an
excessive attention to their dress, the great

Tassaf believers contented themselves with
the observance ol such .a plainnessand sim-

Plicity, in this particular, as became men
wl!ose minds were engorssed with far higher
objects then mere outward decoration, And
not merely in the article of dress were the early
‘Chl‘fstlnns thus simple and unostentatious ; in
the internal arrangements of their houses the
game spirit was maintained. Thua M. Jamic-

son remarks in speaking of their
FURNITVIE S

The same simplicity and plainness reigned
thro.ug.hou} the domestic establishment of the
Christians. Most of the primitive disciples
indeed, ‘were in circumstances that. offered no
temptations to indulge in the splendour or va-
riety of ornamental furniture. Their invento-
ry of goods embraced onlya few simple arti-
cles of use, which their personal and family
‘»‘vants Tequired ; and it may be supposed there-
fcre that there was nothing remarkable in the
abzencl:e from their hemes 9f all traces of porp
and elegance, which they 1either cesel
tho means nor entertained the b‘ope (I:fo asf:f]s:ler(-l
ing. : But cven those of their number, who
were persons of rank and - opulence, :amply

gratify a taste for

provided with resources to for or-
nament, contented themselves with such things
&8.were recommended by their wiility rather
than beir elegance, and caleulated ‘to answer
the purposes, of necesgity and ;cgm'fort, rather
than to.gratify the lust of the eye and the pride
of life. - Seats and cabinets, finished with- the
costly veneering of tortoice-shell, and- couches
ornamentéd with the rich embroideries of. Ba-
an : vessels of gold and silver,the number-
S satugs and .other graceful accomparie-
ents, of all (slizc_s__u_n'd formé, which adorn the
ers and porticoes, and ; gardens o
dnd indicated the’ epicugean' tostertl‘mgf
‘the age, disappeared-from the
*1an, 08 inconsistdnt with
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