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Tue National (Fire) Assurance Company of
Ireland, having made -the usual necessary
deposit with the Dominion Government, has-
opened up businessin Canada. The head office
is in Montreal. As may be seen by advertise-
ment, Messrs. Scott & Boult are joint agents
for the Dominion. - Mr. . Hugh Scott will con-
tinue to reside in- Toronto, where his other
interests will sii}l elaim bis attention also. Mr.
Louis H. Boult, who bas taken up his residence
in Montreal, was, it will be remembered, for
several years assistant manager, and subse-
quently general manager of the British :America
Tire Assurance Co. inp Toronto, and came to
Canadn years ago with an English reputation
#s an underwriter.  Mr. Scott, well known as
an insurance man for the last quarter of & cen-
tury, is the associnte manager of the Queen City
Fire Insurance Co,, the Hand.in-Hand, cte., and
is still surrounded and supported by meny of
the men- of sterling worth who stood beside
him in his early career. The new company
will not enter into any illegitimate competition
with first-clugs companies in any part of Can-
ada. Fstablished -in 1822, the National of
{reland, with its  fully subscribed capital - of
one million pounds sterling, and assets of
over $2,000000, -claimg to be second  to
none " in stability and perfect security ~to

policyholders, Liosses will be adjusted without
reference to the Home Office.

FRUIT PRESERVATION.

On Thursday last, at the- Natural History

Society's rooms, nnder the auspices of the Mon-

treal Horticultural Society, the Canadian Fruit
Export Company (Lim,) made an -exhibit of
fruit that bad been preserved in its naturalstate.
by Mr. Geo. A. Cochrane's patent ease - and
niethod for a period of six months, There were
twenty-five - cases of. varions kinds of  fall

and winter apples, all'of which were in 2 most.
remarkable state of preservation, looking as
fresh wnd plunp as it just taken from the tree.

There were four cases of Canada’s famous fam-
cuse apples from the orchardsof B. WV, Shepperd,

juny, Como, P.Q.;Ivan I Wotherspoon, St.
Anng, P.Q.; H. Cbarlebois, Pointe “laire, P.Q.

and G. B. Edwards,” Covey Hill; P. Q. These
attracted great attention from Montreal Island
fruit growers, who were present in goodly num-
bers, and were obliged to admit they were equal
to any grown on Montreal Tsland in flavor and

sizs, A case each of Maiden Blush and Talman
Sweets from the orchard of the. late” Thos.

Caverbill, Mountain street, ~were ' particularly
fine, A case of Alexanders from the orchard of
Hugh MeOall of St Joseph-duslae, P. Q.; was
the greatest ntirnction; as'the apple is an early
Falt variety, nnd it3 coudition at this_ time of’
year wus surprising to ull. - There were cases of
Kings, N. Spys, Greenings, Seeks, Twenty oz,
Pippias, Baldwins, Blue:Permain, Ben Davis,
Crauberry Pippin and Swasrs from . orchards
in Untariojall of which were very fine specimens,
when considering how poor-the crop of 1882
was. - The exhibition, .so -far as showing .the
benefit of etnploying Mr, Cochrane’s care snd
“method of preservation, was a complete suceess.
Mr. Walter Puul, the enterprising grocer of St.
Catherine. St. west,. bought the. entire exhibit

ot three dollars case, whicb is equal to seven
dollars aud a hulf a barrel.” The Cochrane

“ease is particularly adapted for soft fruits, such

as peaches,. plums and pears, which will carry

any distance withont bruising ‘or injury in- this.
.-ease.. It appearsto us that this case must come

into gencral use. and favor. with froit growers
- and dealers, as it prevents  the heavy:loss now

sustained from bruising .and other- injuries in
,, bringing the more delicate fruits to market.

ALgx.  Pavr, of Brownsburg; Que., general
storekeeper, is in trouble, and bas assigned in
trust. He recently negotiated a sule of hisstock,
etc., at G5c on the dollar, with a view,itis al-
leged, of raising the wind to enable him to pay
Lis liubilitics, but these proccedings were

stopped by some -Montreal creditors, who ap-:

pointed. an - assignee to investigate the estate.
The liabilities mmount to $8,000 to $10,000. | e
is snid to have both secured and given credit
too freely. ’

 Macket RWeports,

MONTREAL WHOLESALE MARKETS.

TuUrRSDAY, 12th April, 1883.
There is an improved tone and fecling per-
vading the markets this week, induced largely
no doubt by the more congenial, Spring-like
weather. The chilly atmosplere, - however,
which manifested itselt here® last Saturduy in a
snow-storm greatly rctards-the breaking-up of
the ice in the river and the progress of Spring
operations. The country roads are reported in
a wretched condition, but remitiances vever,
theless continue to improve, and are generally

good, - Bank' stocks - fairly active and well
maintained, The ‘market was stronger this

afternoon, and closes with an advance since
morning of nearly 1 per cent. for Bank of Mon-
treal, and of 13 per cent. for City Gas; the
former sold at 2014 regular and 198} ex-div,,
and the latter at1704. See tuble of quotations

_on another page.

Dry Goops.—Remitianges bave continued to
improve, as has also the city and country retail
trade; there have been more buyers here the
past week, and :with the warmer, more Spring-
like weather the.market has assumed a brighter
aspect. A quietsorting-np trade has heen done
during the week, chicfly with near-by conntry
aud eity custowners, but not much improvement
is anticipated - until | the travellers; who: stars
on their sorting-up. teip.next week, are- heard
from.
hay : . ‘

Damy Propuck.—New Butier is coming for-
ward very slowly; and all receipts are being
rapidly picked up by city grocers at 25¢ to 28¢,
and between houses it is quoted at 25e. - Old
stock lns been placed at 2lc to 23¢ for fair to
fine grades, but- supplies were so_ short yesler-.
day “that even 25¢ wns obtained by some
holders of old butter, There is no shipping
demand  for the best of all reasons, there are
no stocks. - The local- Cheese murket bas. de-
veloped no -new features ; a very limited local
trade continues to be done at last week's prices.
Liverpool market has advanced 1s to Tls per
ewt. - Lower prices all round are espected here
ug svon a8 the new make of dairy produce is
properly commenced.

" Frurrs.—Trade has improved considerably
since our last reference.” Apples are in good de-
mand from the local trade at 34 to $5 per barrel
for ‘good stock. Oranges, in sympathy with

foreign. markets, have advanced considerably,

selling hereat $6.50 to 37 per.cnse A gooden-
quiry 18 experienced for.:Lemons, at firm prices:
$3.50. to $4 per box, and 35 to St per case.
Havana Fineapples selling at $3.50 to 83,75 per
doz.,and & fair trade dving iu Banunas at $3.50

to'S4 per buuch. - Cocoanuts steady at $4:75' to |

“$5 per hundred. ~Dried ‘Apples ‘scarce, and

~{--wanted-at 11c. per 1b, and“ evaporated fruit

steady at 18c to 20c per b,

} livered at Weslern. points.

*$22:50,

Puour AND GraiN.—It appears that the
‘‘bottom " of the late depression in the English
breadstuffs markets has been reached, aud'a
steadier feeling is cabled yesterday and to-day.
Imports in the U. K. show an increase of
25,000 barrels of flour, 140,000 qrs. wheat, and
15,000 qrs, corn, as compared with those for the
week previous. The Western wheat markets
have been firmer since Monday,-afid Chicago
advanced 2¢ per bushel for wheat this a.m.,
but lost it again this afterncon.. The local
grain market, which has been fiat and nominal
“all week, shows little signs of animation yet.
Canada Red Winter Wheat for May delivery is
offering at $1.14 10 $1.15; No. 2 White quoted
at $1.09 to $1.10, and Spring at $1.12 to$1.15.
For peas ‘holders arc asking $1 for May; for
oats d0¢ to 41, and for rye 72{c for May de-
livery. No corn here, but il could be laid
down in May for 6lc 1o 624c. No transnctions
on spot, und valaes, which are purely nominal,
arg quoted in our table of  prices current.”
There has been little movement in #our, owing
to a falling off in the -demand; and, although
reccipts have been moderate, stocks in store
have increased by ‘about 1,500 brls. In
sympathy with other markets, prices have rulid
low, with buyers: cautions, but to-day there is
a feeling chat prices have touched * bottom,”
and an improvement all round is expected
‘next week. i

Groceries.—Nothing further as: to Tarifl' as
affecting Groceries. - Return Duty on Tea should
surely be arranged for, and all restrictiony
removed as to imports Teas and Coffees from
any country. Abuolition of diseriminating duty
on these goods against United. States certainly
set aside now that Government has, as i3 stated,
quite removed ull duty.: Zeas.—Only moderute
general business to report,values remain without
any special variation. Sugers.— A fair stegdiness
prevails with us for Refined Yellows, Granulated
not- active, - United ~States  markets * rather
~easier. In-West India Sugars not a great deal

doing.” Porto Rico T¢ to f4e. Molasses.~

About 100 puncheons . -Barbados, aside from

_uzual trade, sold under regular price,.. Markot

is - quiet, - although *stock to offer on.  the
spot is’ not - large. Syrups. dull. . Cofees.—
Juva hus had a - decided’ advance. of -at

~least 2¢ in all 1o 'this time. “Mocha and other
kinds firm, -feice.—A better demnnd und . con-

siderable snles reporied as lately made at tull
prices. . Spices—Pepper as high: as ever.and
firm. Nutmegs have tukenupward turn; Eng-
lish advance 15 ..cqual to about b¢ the : pound.
Bast Indin and African firm at advance. #ruits,
~— Vaulentia Raisins dull. . To urrive for quantity
under 7c¢ has been takenbeld 7¢ 08¢ in ordinary
way. Malagn Raisins dull and easicr.” Currants
firm. Atmonds higher and firm, owing to cold
aflecting growing. crop. :

Haroware axp . [roN.—There has ~been
more aclivity in jron  the past  week ;
several .contracts for round lots” of Bar fron
are reporied 1o have been closed at from $1.923
1o $1.95 for Staffordshire and equul brands, de-
Spot transactions
have also oceurred at $2 for Staflordshire, and

©$2.25 for Siemens bars, In £dy Lron there has |
been little movement in spot lots; it being so-

near. the time for the arrival of Spring shipments
that buyers ure purchasing for May and June
shipment; ~on

delivery in the West, on the basis of §22 for
No. 1.Coltness, $21.50 for No. 1 Gartsherrio

and Calder, $19.50 for No. 1 Dalwellington und -

‘$19. for No. 1 Eglinton. Leading brands on

the spot are quoted at 25, and Eglinton; at -
TFreights from Glasgow to Montreal :

steady. at- 12s, - Scotch warrants are ‘quoted
by. cableat 46s 10d. Tin; Plutes have ruled
dull and easier, I..C. ‘charconl being now
,ohtainable at $5.25 and I. C. coke at $4.40;
. There has been some movements in Ingot. 7%n
at. 24c, and Cuanada -Copper -at 19¢. An

advance of 15s for Z4n in London is cabled,:

] future” ‘account. transactions
reported include about 1,300 -tons, chiefly for




