.Elmina ;

three years, anl then if the flower ispure,
Yo will both. gver remain the fame.”

When fhe had thus fpoken, Verdurina
actofied -the .other young.ladics, and.pre.
fented them, likewife, with forue -flowers
from her eachanted tree 3 to one, five § to
-another, fovr; according to her knowe
dedge of their good difpofitions to cultivate
thewn, It is fid, that the princefs Mali~
-nerea fecaived only one ; and, moreover,
that fhe copld mever make it bfow. 1 koow
not, tiowever, what to {2y on this head 3
for this ysung lady having the misfortune
-to lofu her repuartationy no perfon could be
doynd to write her, h:ﬂury.

The fairy (for it is pretty evident that
Verduring was one) after having diftric
.bured her prefents, turned fuddenly. into
;the grove, and vanithed. 'The young la-
dies iemained io a ftate of atonithment
at this apparition. They . quitted their
Aporr, and the flowers they .had gathered,

.to think of thofe only which they had -

-Juid recgived.

- LAl were impaticot -to fhew them to
thrir prrents ; and Elmina had no feoner
retuened home, then fhé rejated all chat

“happened to Lindorina, and put the inefti- __

mable fliower into.a heauntiful chioa vafe.
- - Thé governels fremed nuch aftonithed at
- thy adwvenrure 5y it wwas known however,
in,the fsquel, that. Vcrdurma and Lindo.
fina.were the fame. .
v Elmina went to fleep with grear fatis-
faition ; bot fall of the ideas that had -
¢ngaged lier artention in the day, fhe
though: of nothing, the whale night, but
meadows, dancas, fairiesy-and -enchanted
flowers. - Her firidl care, on waking, was
to examine whether her lower. had fuffer.’
-ed-any change. he haflened to -the chi-
na vafe ; bur, in going near the win.’
-gow, ‘fhe. hcard a -great difturbance ‘in
theftreer, -and faw a number of Tittle
boys, who were. pusfuing an,old woman,
The-oddity. of the (cene diverted the. prin-

or, the Never-fading Flower.

[
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for a younglady cught never to fhew an
indifcregt curiofity, and fill Jefs to, {wgh
when a feliow- crearure is infulred.
This,was the way in which Lindorioa
explained the extraordmary mrcumﬁanu:
to the princefs, who was mﬁantly {en{]oie
of her fault, and hebaved in fush ap ami:
able manner on the occaﬁon. that, before
the clole of the day, the, ﬁowcrs appearcd
more beantifui thanever. Th:s Herle lefe
fon made Eimina more anentwe and -
creet, and gave her to undgrftand what
vigilance and afliduity were reguifite, to
coltivate the Flower that never fades.—
Howevcr. from this time, .(he did not find -
it very difficult-to pr referve her Yellow
Flower ia .all its beauty, Elmipa was
tender and humape: to do good, no'hmg
more was requifite, than to obey the dis-
tates of her own heart.  But the b}sy blue
Flower coft her more trouble, E!mma was
paﬂionate ; and, at the leaft vr-xanon, the
leaft impatience, the Flower of Gentlenc{s
began to wither, and to reproach her wich
‘her faults.  The princefs repaired them as
foon as poffible; for fhe -was- pcrfuaded,
that there is much lefs fhame in rgpairing
our faults, than in cornmijtting :hem.
With rcfpe& to the White Flower, I am
affured that it. conltantly preferved ‘s pu-
rity, Lt is very true,. .that hlmuqa; one”
-day, perceived. a fmall fpot- upon it’; but a
tear, which (lie dropped, inRRangly cfEaccd
.3t le cannot bekno s o now, ‘what was
the ligtle weaiknefs o which Elmma had
been: gml ty for évery; wgood perfon” will -
eafily: forget a fault, when, u has huea’ex.
- piated-by. the rears 'gf ingenuous forrow,
The bud of the Flower iof Underftand-
ing.grew every day.. Whenever the prin- -
-céfs had been attentive at fome fludy, ihe
never failed to confult this lower, and ge-
; ngraily found that'it, Jhad put: forthfone
new igaves.. This was the'molt. wonder.
ful. ﬂower, and ic, continued mcrcaﬁng in
ﬁza during ! the wholg life of Elmigs, Wa-

cefs, and.made her Jaugh yand-irwas, not’;. .thing could be more varied than’ the' ‘fape

_-till they were out of -Gght, that fhe Jeft the

. window, in order to .infpe& her .flower."

. What was her furprife and grief, when fhe
faw the Flower of - Modefty lofing its beau-
- rifol hue, and.the Flower of Benevoience
. domewhar fullisé ! Lindorina . -entering,
. perecives -the p!!ﬂf‘#fa in.  confternatian, .
‘and epquires the .occafton of her ierror.
_ S AR D faid Elming, ¢ look at-the flowsdrs;
v agd yet Liave dane not hmp_. to oc\.aﬁon
- this change !’ f
Lhe. princefs,’ mdced “was mnocent,
fng fhe had vot an -idsa of .any harm in
: what had excited her mirth 5- .and yer it
. was nd waondéritiat the ,,F'Z(:_wr.r,o.f»f"l'.'x'o
dc(ty had begun to wither, andthe Flower
- of Bcﬂwalenw w be fowewluc (u“(cd

-

;and colowr ofits petals, .On .one, m:gnr_
be phferved fome beaunful landfcapea, or.
rich d;eh,g,,ns,of embro,ndqr; .o, another, .
-were reprefentations of. liberty  and - geg-
graphy + and, on meany, weRe: feen & goidcn
lyre, or an ivory. barp./ ln aword,. upon
ail the petals were obf-rved the emalc.ms
of whatever.was béft: _c:gi,_uld.sed 10} adom..
‘the mind of a young Jady. : .
~The Flower of the Grdces, as Vcrdun..
na. had faid, gfew |mper¢.ep;inly Eimina
‘had even .an opportutity. of obfu‘vmg,
thatif éver. /he-endeagoured to force ity
?rawth, by fludying anj- graccfui arts at
the looking glafs, o eifcwnere,. this ﬁngu-
Jas. fower "would mﬁamly ‘clof S BLr
wou)d .It open ag,un, till fhe w.as opee,
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