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CANADlA\Tf

ILLUSTRATED N LWS

4 MA.[’C’H OF MINDS

In the plecedmg issue of the CANADIAN
ILLusTRATED NEWs I promised our professional
bookkeepers 2 preposition under the above title,

-which promise 1 shall try to redeeem to-day. -

We have “had Incrosse, base-ball, cncket
walking and swimming matches, boat and horse
races, to which the’ "reater number of our mer-
chants contributed lmgelv, without having ever
received any ‘direct benefit from the same. - And
since the welfare of our commierce is in imme-
diate danger, at least as far as it rests upon keep-
ing lrue accounts, it becomes all professional
bookkeepms, merchants and others who are in

. favour of advancing the interests of our com-

i

merce, to stamp out all imposition of scientific
bookkeeping, and hold out some induce nent - to
our young men that it will-be worth while fit-
ting themselves for the lunrhest position-in a
counting-room.

Let us, therefore, have a ““ Mateh of Minds,”
by which proficiency in scientific bookkeeping
will take due honowrs. . Give the snccessful
competxtoxs the first’ chance of ﬁlhng vacaneies,
which may at any time oceur in’ our prmup.xl
oftices, and the result will show itself. But let it
be understood that, should:such a mateh, with
the support of our merchzmt.s be brought about,
it does not mean war against the 'wenm, book-
keeper ; for while we plomote the interests of
the marchants and do justice to professional
bookkeepers, :we "compel. the neglected ~mind
either to fit' himself for the position of an ac-
countant or -yield the palm to, the deserving
man.

Supposing that this new departure meets with
neneral favour and the ca:rying out of this plan
is heartily supported by subseriptions from our
merchants, who receive in return a great benelit
by knowing who is able to fully do their office
work, the merclnnts, bookkeepers and friends
of this cause could meet, elect'a com mittee and
make preliminary arrzmaemcnts with a view of
having the match come off sone time in Feb-

ruary, 1880 s an earlier date might senously
interfer with the balancing of our merchants’
books after tlie 1st of Janumy

As to the question’ who shall have a right to
be a competitor, permit me to glve my ulea.

In order to have fair play in this interesting
movement, we cannot base upon 'mythmv than
look to our shield ‘‘Xxperien ce,”” which will
settle the question at once.

I‘or instance, those who have had at least two
years' praciical experience in a merchaunts’ office
and worked to the entire satisfaction of their
employer,shall be admitted into the Third Class..

"The Second Class to be open to competltoxs of
not less than five years’ experience.

-‘The First Class shall be: open to competitors of
not less than’ ‘eight years’ experience. -No one
older thaiu 30 years of ‘age should: take. -part.in.
the. ploposed match-as: it must. be widerstood
that the prizes, which may be. offered according
to’the support of the suh;ect are sunply to in-
-duce our youn g “bookkeepers toincrease ‘their
knowledge, aim- for ~higher: accomplishments
than’ the “average bookkeeper commands at the

- present d‘ly, and come up.to the standard where

a..thorough, competent manager. of .a; couutmg
Yoo oufrht to be.
1t should afford any man c'xpable of mam«rmg
a-merchant’s office properly, a great pleasure in
not.only being at the head of.an office, but that
‘the: employer can’repose’ implicit faith in his
bookkeeper’s integrity and efficiency.
Therefore; let. our. young men* ‘who. wxsh to
attain to’ the' profession of an ‘accountant, come
forward, * show : their’ supeuouty of mind over
'mother in - this - branch :of: busmess, and the
merchants will certamly recognize ability. For
an-able ‘man’is’ always pxefelred to’. the less
talentzd one. :
The merchant who can cmry bnck hlS thounhts
to the days when lie'lield the position’of a book-

- l\eepu‘, will coincide’ with'mé that the respon-

~ thirdly;
- fession in giving those who-have obtdained: profic

“.important elen

sibilities !in" a"counting-room. are snany:while
the laurels are few ! “But it is” only right-that
these’ few’ lnurels ‘should- not’ bear” the dew of
imposition . which every -employer can”‘stop
eﬂectually.’, ‘Firstly, by not: employmg poor
help;; : secondly, - by promotm«r " education in
bookkeepmg" and: gencml “office “work; ‘and
by “encouraging the study’ of the. pro-:

ciency;- the
vacancies,

zuu*e ‘of* ﬁllmg xmy ofhce

eS lns own m-
torests he’ helps ‘on the woithy man-:and lays the

~foundation of commerce upon-sound.principles;
: much needed in: the tide’ of a(lve"suy as well as,

s | support this .new depm'tm' Iur
ve':light: to the mmds, '_ur unpoutwn
tmonoy into: yom' -pocket Llnm, very.

d e

. Should; our.pre ¢ -the
‘question of ¢! Our’ Bool\l'eepels nd succeed in’
;bringing about af¢ Match of-Minds, " the judges
could be clected: n id ought to’
,yems -exper-

-ience, “wh
.ants;, and

wi th ]n'uctu.'ll

ping
: A(ter vurd an’asso mhon could bc for

boolxlu‘ep -extending . the L C
108¢ muchm:ts also: who . are=in invqm’ 0
havmg ‘their books kept: by capnble men: T
‘However, : this’ subjéctwill
tentxou as tho pxoposud m,tt,h m\vmlcvg

DO SOMETIHING FOR J’OUlﬁSEL}v;.r N

Almost any man of eapacity and - iudependent
spirit who has reached -middle age,”and been
continuously employed. by others, must. regret
that he did not in early life enter into some sort
of business for himself.. 'The ‘majority of men,
whatever their trade or talent, are-anxious to be
hired ; and if they are not hm»d, are linble; and
hke]) too, to come to want. :The cousequencc
is that the market for labour, from the finest to
the coarsest, is nearly nl\\'nys overstocked,  and
that in dull, hard times—such as we have: had
for five ye'us past—it is irremediably; glutted:
At such periods, thousands and’ thousands of
men; all over the land, ‘especially in cities, are
idle, unable- to suppolt themselves and their.
families, simply because they cannot . get places,
and they cannot, or think they meot, do_ any:
thing for themselves. - They have been:accus-
tomed to be hived ; they arc acquainted with no
other way of vamnw a livelihood ;' and, when
they cannot be hued their case seems l\ope]ees,
and they yield to’ what they regard:‘as” the 'in-
evitable. By:far the greater p'ut of the pruper:
ism, vagabondage, and lack of occupation in the
country now and fu the past,comes, “and - has
come, from the - inability. or -indisposition,
stlcn"thened by long indulgenee, of the mass of
peoplc to push and manage “their own fortunes,
instead of trusting them to the direction and
dictation of others,

In the beginning of our practical hvcs it is
natural and necessary that we should:serve an
apprenticeship of some sort ; . that we - should
be instructed in the calling or pxofesswn we in-
tend to adopt. - We must in'some way be hired
before we can expeet to earn -for ourselves: ~ The
trouble is that we are apt to remain in this com.
mereial tutelage long alter we should. have been
our own nnslels, and -when we want to ‘get out
of it, if we ever do, it either is, or seenis to be;-
too htc, and we are deterred by the formidable
character of the¢ undertaking. . Thus it happens
that in middle age we :are, as has been said,
likely to regret the course we have too stcad)l)
followed, neglecting opportunities, and wasting’
years th.tt we cant sot revive. 1t behoves us, as
a certain amount of experience shows, to try our
trade or talent, after we have fully learned. or
demonstrated it, in-our own behalf, in place of
following or ‘exercising it in the interest of
others. Our apprenticeship ended, we ‘caffnot
too soon set up for ourselves. The occasion may
not be quite ripe ; things may not be as’ we
weuld have them——thcy veiy seldom are so-——bug
still we should begin, and let nnpmvement ‘and
further encouragement come in their own good
season. ¥or lack of such enterprise and resolu-
tion, innumerable men’ in ‘all* departments.of

-activity have been kept: down :constantly,:and

have lost more:than half their usefulness. . They.
timidly- hesitated and waited to” do - ‘something
for themselves’ until:the time had -rxevoc‘lbly
gone by, and their destiny had been fixed.
©.The large pr oportion of failure in business’ and
the -professions_is often used: as:an‘argement
against:the w lsdom of yomw men aftempt.m" to
be independent. - But -itis no ‘argument at: all

"Most ol the failures’ result from’ Llefects in” the
“men, not in what' they have undertaken, -

“They
haye been imprudent, dishonest, eareless, extra-
vagant, over ambitious, and thudme they have
met with disaster.. If they have: not ; if they
have conducted their uffairs mtelh«ent.y and
properly, they will Le pretty certain to be so sus-
tained and lu.lpcd as.to able to go on again ;and
the mnext time circumstances. over which they
have no control will not, in all plob.lblhty, de-
‘clare against them. - Out of failure not traceable
to dishonourable. dealing, .incapacity, or-reck-
lossness, prosperity may, "and often _does, spring,
for a new trial is generally aceorded to him who
has worked ﬁnthfully and not. ‘abused public or
private trust. . Honest:failure is not calamity ;
it excites symputhy and. insures timely. nid, for
the most part; finally ‘resulting, in Justaﬁmtlon
of, and advantage to, the man “who has failed..
"But failures at the worst are- hardly. so bad as
losses of situntion or.ahsence of employment to
‘the hired. " 'Théy: who - depend. on salaries “or
wages arenever secure, and they: are- }l)rom, to
feel their insecurity and their dependence, if
they, be sensitive or prond, in n:way that wews
upon and depresses them niore than they think.
g is very common to say that a really valuable
man seldom wauts & place’; that if* he have not
one he ean casily get 'Luotllex. But this-is not:
-true; as nnmbuless valuable men have found to
their sorraw, mortification nd bitterness. Huu-
dreds of: sm,h men; ‘whost - sér vices have been
dlspenscd with from no_ other.canse thaw desire
‘or need to: 1etwuch, h'wc nctually sulfered for
the necessiries o+ life: - They - are ‘thoroughly:
:competent 5 they are nulustrmus they are tmst-’
‘worthy, .md they could p\ovc it by their aety;
but thiey could:not,: hard * g they tried,  though’
“they have' offered to -do ‘anything, obt'nn any
sitiation worthy of the name: \‘ohody hag any
sympathy: with' tliem or any mclum ion to faid
‘them:: They want: to:be “hired;”and  the .com:
mumLy withn strange: injustice,: rarely has res
spect or cot puss\ou Tor the army ol men who
have suchiwant. . Why, it asks, don’t. they o’
someiliing for lll(‘mselvc.s 1, This is.the qlu~.~.tmu
Lwryhmy sk L the nisweris i echo,
“\Vhiy don't they ! Lotithose for whonit it is
not; ‘tooJate answer it soberly, pruulmlly wnqv]y
by:n little” enterprise amd :by? positive sdoed.
“Thera’are thousauds® liere ‘at” this momcnt ‘who
Jamgnt: that; they have noyur,t;nol to o sam
“thing forthemselves, & /Lhere, dre very few who,
‘Naving - done something® hemselves, b
vauson for régret

; e Tessm- the world tedches -worthy to°be numed “ns* sueh.”
“isydo bomwlung lov vomaull! und he who makes . lw ealls ““a noble uttunpt to 1'(.l0|’lu

not; the mnl beforo middle age is apt to sow his
futme with seeds of discontent.

"
FOOT NOTES.
AN l\wu‘ 1AL AMazON.—~The Empress of

Austria’s' life at her estate of Godoli- is unlike
that of most queens. ‘She spends a great deal of
hier time in her stables nnd riding-school.. The
riding-school ‘is & large area connceted with the
castle by » covered passage, and havinga luxuri-
ous_iribune : for:spectators. - Leading “Trom this
npm‘tment is'a ball-room ; and the cmpress is
described as sometimes nlvmgu semi-equestrian,
semi-terpsichorean entertainment to her guests,
when “waltzes . aud  mazurkas are mtchel‘al‘d
with -feats” of horsemnnshlp—thc impervial lady
herself mounting a wild’Arabian horse. which
has given'a grent deal of trouble to its trniners.

'STANTON-DICKENS—Ina letter,dated Washing-
ton, February,1868, Mr. Dickens suys, 1 dined
with- Charles Sumner, on: Sunday, “lie having
been..an :old. friend of inine. . Mr. Su'xelmy
Stanton (war’ mlmster) was there. e is a man
of ‘4" very remarkable memory, -and famous for
his acqn‘untancta with the minutest details of
my -books. " Give him Any passnge anywhere

‘and he will instantly cap it aud go on ‘with the
context. - He was commander-in-chief of all
the northern forces coneentrated here, and he
never went to sleep at night witliout first read-
ing ‘something from" my: books, which were
always with him. 1 put him through a pretty
scvuu (.mummt\ou, but he was bettcr np thnn i
was.'

Wio 15 Joux Duxx?—As the question is
still frequently ‘asked—Who" is° John Duun,
to whom ' the British = Government have com-
mitted the office of ruler of an important ses-
tion  of Zululand ?- we may state shortly that
John Dunn’is the son of a licutenant.in the
Royal ‘Navy, who was killed by an elephant in
Natal ‘many- years ago.” John married a hall-

(casto woman ;. but when he settled in Zululand

most of the (,hu.is, by way of making him at
home,  sent  daughters . as ollﬂuurs—"lﬁs he
could not well " refuse. He has thus. twenty
Zulu houris in his harem, besides the hall-caste,
and his’ fumily already consists of ninety little
Dunns. Hls pxofcsuon for many years has been
that of ! gun-running,” “or, in other words,
that: of smumvlmg firearms ncross the frontier
into Zululand, an operation he long' conducted
with noted - suceess, :thereby Inying - “the ‘founda-
tion of his wealth. As the great Sir Garnet has
decreed that'gun-running shall cease, he hasset
a- thief to c'ltch a. thief, and Dunn, no doubt,
will Jrevent every body he ean from p.ntu.lp.lt-
ing \\'lth himself in the pxoht.lblc trade,

THF D,\uwx\xn\ l‘mm Y Coxrun LD, ——'l‘lm

Darwinian hypothesis is not only unsupported

by facts, but it'is -in flagrant contradiction to
them. - There are some ‘?\) 000 species- ol ani-
mals, and notone instance is knowi of dillérent
specics being:crossed. without: sterifity ensuing
in the animal thus begot.. . 1t.scems a law: ol
nature to keep species apart. Darwin, Lo support
his hypothesis, has  to - assun-e that there may
have been'n time when - this law was reversed,
What would be thought of an astronomer, if he
were to drgue. that thou"h the-attraction of gra-
vitation is truec. now, There may h.wc been &
time when an apple thrown into the air would
travel forever in space? - Darwin's argument is
preeisely similar, though its fillacy is "ot 50 ob-
vious at first sight. If the theory of evolution
be true, lllllltltu!lt, of animuls “shoutd be dis-
covered in various ‘stages of physical change,
which would. defy: the “ellorts” of “naturalists to
classify. Asis well known, the veverse of this
is true. A skilled nataralist finds na difliculty
in placing each. newly-discovered abimal in its
proper o der.

AFRICAN l NXPLORATIOX. —l.wulenunt Cume-
ron ¢rosed | Africa from Zaunzibar in n south-
‘western - direction and more recently - Stanley
crossed it; navigating -the -great river Congo in
cunoves, but now two 18 u"hshnwn, wamed Bagot
and Beaver; have resolved upoir what the Cape
Argus, dcscubvs us fone of ‘the most lm/m'tlom
féats of Adrican exploration yet attempted.’
Phey are to travel morth’ through Central Alrica
from” the: Zambezi - river Lo, the Victoria and
‘Nyanza Lnkes. This they areto attempt at their
own expense, and the (st cost of the equiptient
is ‘estimated - at: from£3,000 to £4,000, - There-
is still'n large blank in the "vorrmphy of Central
Afviea, and, were the pu.scnlmp(,\hnou suCcess.
Tul; it \\'ould be-in a gredt wiensure filled up, for,
ag -istintended, . n; complvte astronomical -and
general survey is 1o be mide between “the Zam.
Tezi “nud the' great lnkes under”the, l‘.quator
Dr. ldvm"stones ‘greatest” discoveries may be,
snid to huvc been ulouv the line-of the Zimbezi,
and we may suppose wlmt that truly ‘great and
good - traveller would - have- Ahounht of “two
I nylishmen: startilig from that. river with l..\lu.
\yuu/. 1S Lhu\' «lvmnnnou.

A MosLEN Vikw ov CHRISTIARITY. ———Sny

‘written to-the Pell Wall (faxelle
he ealls the failure of Christiunity.

R Chri

suy-i that 2veal’ fanity hns: beons por-:

verted by the ;,loomy nizes. of - the pust or:has.
et erused mmmh.\u-ly Wl Christ by those
who woull: Imumtm.ully do’ m—-mmwly ‘thase

who had thie! power ol killing: Chrisy Imusvll

“andall the, present forms of L.h

,ntln-r $wo
(,hrlsu.l

very deuce to pay.

oterably- dovdol ed thumb, ‘why,:

ity, but unfortunately it was ouly ¢ the addmg
of so much water to mud.”” - Bedaway thinks-it
quite practicable. to. provide evidence of - the
spuriousness of all the present. difforent: creeds -
of Christianity.” " The "Mahometan doctors, be-
side having specinl books on® Christianity when
they tench the doctrine of isinm, *f relute on the
most sound prineiples all religions, Christiauity
ineluded, and it is simple, ‘nevertheless just, to
observe that Islam is ungquestionably - the - most
pure, real, and the most teaching theism. of all
the religions of ‘the: universe "’~morcover it is
* that l(‘ll"lOll whichin less than a century has
united —not by force.of nrms, as misreprosented
by its enemies—the ditferent and ditlicult na-
tions that existed from near the heart of China
to the very constof Africa on the.:Atlantie, us
well as northward and southward, to one conimon
prineiple : the belief in the mnty of .God, and
His—and only His—sncred worship (pmlse be
to Him3) and to do wnto others iy good,

whether they \\onld have it done unto them-
selves or not.”

Wosax's tHlaxn.—~The female thumb is said
to be an important index of the female character.
Women with large thumbs are held by phreno-
logists, physiogunomists, &e.,” to be ‘more than
ordinarily mtullmwt-—-\\ hat are called sensible
women—while women with small thumbs are
regarded as’ romautic. “Aecording to certain
nuthon who profess to have been observers, a
woman’s hand s more indicative of 'a woman's
character than her face, as the latter is to a cer-
tain extent under the control of temporary emo-
tions, or of the will, whereas tlie' former is a
fact which exists for any one who understunds
it to profit by. Consequently, a few hints about
the proper rending of a woinun’s hand may Ve
very useful to certniu of our readers, ccpcuully :
married men, or men contomplating matsimony.
Women with square hands and small thumbs -
are said to make good and - gentle “housewives.
These sort of women will make any man happy
who is fortunate enough to win them, - Thoy
are not all romantic, but they are what.is better -
—thoroughly domestic.  Women* with very
large thumbs have o *“temper’ of their own,
and generally along tongue, ~There is & hint
in'this to a lover.” lLet lum, the first time he
seizes - hold of his mistress’s hand, examing,
under some’ pretext or another, her tlnunb ; uud
if it be Jarge, let him make up his mind- that ns
soon as he becomes o married man he will have
to be a good boy, ‘or else there: will "bo the
Again, il o young . man
finds that his lady. love has a large palm, with
cone-shaped fingers and a small thumb let him
thank his stars—for in that case she . is sus<
ceptible to tenderness, readily llutlelqj ‘ensil,
talked into, ortalked out of unything, uud Al
be readily managed.- But if she is'a woman witl
u, square: hand,.well proportioned, - and ouly:
then, “she is
sitlier one of two distinct: clusses of wonion—she:
is‘eithern [)l.lbllull female -who . will stand: no
nonsense, of she is a designing female ;she is a
wonian who canot Le dupul or a'w oumu who
avill dupe him.

HUMOROUS.
MA) Y men- biecome round - shoul(lucd by :
currying trouble. ;

Oxr touch of lmlluc——\\'lu,u you gel vour
nose fri st-bitton.

Desn gently with the erung or you'll-{,d
bones in yonr throut.

SCAND oh, Edward,” said ithe B\rl lie . was
going to leuve behind hlm. at uvar) n(nmnng plucu, bo :
sure you write’; then go ahead. "

Ax a family in which there. are two l)oys of
wbout the same nge, it ia protty dificult to docide whouo
birthright it is 1o Toll ont the ash barrgl. -

“ Docrow,” suid & ontlom.lu to his (,\or" .
man, " how can’ I best train up my boy in. tllo way hu
should go 7' *! By going that way yoursell’

T boys.are beginning ‘to’ ‘thinkiit's :\\»ont
time to start n conpla ol onses ol' mumps and broak. up

tho sehool, - whieh, of wumu, won't, -reopen: until nltor
Christmas,

‘A FASIION mngizine says “.,Ulsters,wnlfh
worn somewhait h)ngm- this senson."t - Woll, then, by, St

(‘-enrgo tho mon who \\'nlu' lhmn lmve got !o wear stiltu
that's aik"”

LA, snidoa little hov ey hm o is- \vorth
a great duul more’; isn't 1t - aftor.it's broke 17" “ Yos, my
gon, Why do_yon usk such - n question 7% - »! )leutnuu 1
hrol--a thu new: lockiug hmw you' guve e this mora:
ng. )

A YOURG h\\ly oi‘ Mouh.\'u County, sends in
i Gomnitniention oun gome ]lrommnbl\' interesting tuph),,
with the request to -+ 1"lense print itif not too fall.” 1t
is hardly’ neoessiry to say thatwe ‘hurl-biok the bnm
inslmunim\ wllh seorn—also thy oommnn\cuuon.

SATB0Y wasseanght - in th(, net of xtuthng

AU Dedaway, o Maliomietan ol Alexandrin,’ hns
etter on what

“fuis beyond
douhh “and nathing Lut rational; he obsu'\'u to.

stmmty ury nut

ork “Blowly, Fiobody: onn get: tired s ns quiek’ :n 1 oun.
8

mislus inn shop ‘and ‘wha logked ip in u dark olokot by
the grocor.. ‘I'he boy commencord : begging most |uﬂu‘t-
feally to be reléngad; nud, wltor. using ull the purmtu!uu
his ymmg imagination coulcl invent, propnaod TSt i
you'll let me out and send - for iny dud-\y he'tt pay . yon '
for the ralsing and liek e beshie 1T iy nppeul wnd o
too neh for the grocer to resist, )

Tuw Pekin’ Gazetle nom‘\y 0(\ yours old,
il every now and theu un” old-men” hobbles isto thi

‘ol nud: pays wyenr's sn\mcup'lnn. with the remark. -
that he bas:beon a subreriber ever singe the first number,
wus printed . 'Fho elerk, without butmyinz nny surprisy,
‘observes, 8 ha humls Wim w0 reccipt, Yoy, we:hiave
sovern) nimes on our:list! iwhio have’ bees sithseribers
teom: the stavt!! 7 Phen’ the old -man goes gut muttering
somothhlg uboint this.w orld being full of 1

AWaLNut, street clcx)-. wns dmlmrgud and
‘asked (ho renson. Yo ave ho wwtul slaw; about over
thing,'  suld his . emplo *You do menn, iniunﬁoo.
wnpuudml the elerk, ! thm-‘ i ono thing 1 nm not slow.‘
‘abont.” T shonld - be delighted to bopr: you nwme’sit;!
n-nu\rke\l Aliou proprietor = 4 Well

motion: for.u . reconsiderntion - of ;1
“forred 1o the pmpur (-umm!uw‘




