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ANTILLERY PRACTICE AT QUEBEC.

Having already more than once treated of the organization
and the manwuvres of the “B” Battery, it will not be necessary
to enter into any ddetailed description of our illustrations,
which are sufticiently explained by the titles  In this connee-
tion however, the following tables—giving the scores made
by the five beat markemen of the English Artillery Volunteers
{n August, 1871, and the five highest scores just made by the
w}3" Battery under the snme conditions—will be found to possess
great interest. The following were the conditions in either
caxe 1— Practice carried on with 32-pounders at 1,250 and 1,500
yards—five shots per mno, three at 1,250 and two at 1,500
vardi—time allowed, eight minutes—aiming alternately at
ench target.
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‘B BATTERY BOUHAQOL OF GUNXERY.
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The Englith score shaws the points gained by the five best
ghots out of 105 competitors who were themaelves the selected
gonner mark=men ont of the artitlery volunteers of all Eng-
land (30 000 strong.) ‘The 18t Prise National Avraciation £50,
was won with / score of 40 points,  Aguinst this we have to
compare the score made by the best five marksmen out of only
0 men selected to fire from the school of gunnery at
GQuebee, comprising all told, 165 of all ranks, The com-
petitors of Shocburyness had  the advantage of perfect
accuracy of measured range, stability of platforms and exerl-
lence of material of alt kinds, The Canadian gunners had
to contend  with difRcalties of all sorta, among which
may b mentioned, platforines and targets placed on the
thawing snow on the ice of a river rising and falling
aneqnatly with the tide; the Battery being placed on ice
which rore and fell, being on a #hoal, only about 3 fect, while
the targets rose and fell from 12 to 18 fect; added to this
must be taken into constderation the rottenness of the old cun
carringes and buulks of Alderson’s platforme, both of which
constantly gave way during practice.  The effect of the glare
on the snow, the jce collecting on the platforms themselves,
and the strong north winds and snow-stormns having at times
interfered with the practice, and Iast, though not least, the
disadvantage of u-ing old powder that necersitated an extra
degree of elevation and conscquently greater curve of trajec-
tory,

Nevertheless the average score of “ B Battery, C. A, 19.8,
ix higher than the English average up to 1870, which runs :

1865.......17.3 Points,

W

1866 2 ¢
1867 o
1868 2
1860, ... 17,3
18%90...... 16,4
1871.......20.1  «
“B" Bat'ry., C. A, 1873....... 9.8 v

It is not possible to compnre the Canadian score with any

average figure of merit for the Royal Actillery, for it is one of
the “ queer things of the science™ that the Royal Artillery is
the only corps who have no system for selectiog markrmen,
uo competitive trinls or prizes for skill with their magnificent
weapons. A committee of artillery ofticers drew up a system
which has not been put in force, though recommended three
TCRTE 8LO,
_ The practice on the ice illustrated on the first page of this
85ue took place on ‘Thursday nnd Friday, the 27th and 23th
March, between the different detachments of Ficld Ratteries,
¥z Quebee, Granby, and La Bennce.  Practice was earried
on with 9-pounder rmooth bore field guns on sleighs at 1250
yands range n the St. Charler River—tive rounds each man.
The Quebee Field Battery made the straightest shooting, but
last points for time; cight minutes only being atlowed for
each five rounds; one point being deducted for every tweoty
sccondr or portion of twenty seeonds over that time.  Cou-
feqiently the Granby Hattery won the competition by one
point agninet the La Beauce Field Battery.,

THR Y ATLANTIC " DISASTER.

The reading public by this time have been well supplied
with news from the iHi-fated steamship ¢ Atlantic.” A great
many facts and a vast amount of fiction have been servesd up
both typographically and pictorially, and the theme will not
be worn ont, for somo time. Tha sketcher in thig week's issuo
aro from our epecial actlat, who has carefully prepared them,
and may be considersd nccurate. The bow, with about gixty

feet of the forward part of tho ship, is broken sharp off, and
lies close to the shore, and at a distance of nearly fifty feet
from the rest of tho vessel. The bow and stern now point in
the samo direction. By some means one or the other has
changed position since she first struck. The ship now acts
like s breakwater to the small bay in which she lica, occupy.
ing nearly the whole of it,  The divers and draggers are busy
looking with an eager, profussional eye to what is coming to
the wurface in the shape of salvage. Several respectable
Inoking men are watching likewise from the side ot the ves.
gel with a different object.  Beneath those iron walls lie the
mortal remaing of those whose memories are dear to them,
and occasionally there is something floated upwards that they
claim. 'P'here are many sad and anxious countenances among
that quiet knot of strangers. One of them lately repaired to
a certain port-hole indicated hy the steward as the one which
communicated with the state-room which two young lady
friends occupied during the voyage, While anxiously in.
specting thespot n iady's hand came to the surface, but hefore
he had time to grasp it the wash of the vessel inside, with
the floating debrig, carried the body away. Incidents of & sad
character ovcur every day, both as regards the loss of life and
property. The crew of the gchooner in which our corres-
pondent went to the scene of the catastrophe were using
pieces of the beautiful teak wood polished saloon doors for
fuel,

Capt. Willinms is a stout-built Eoglishman, of about 43
years of age, who has followed the sea for mauny years. He
wae for a long time captain in the Guion Line. For upwards
of a year he has becn in the White Star service, first as chief
officer of the # Celtic,” and latterly, for two voyages, as cap-
tein of the “ Atlantic.” He met with an accident a short
time ago which dizabled him to a certain extent, and recently
he has becn compelled to use a stick and abstain from great
exertion. Notwithstanding this, however, he 50 conducted him-
sclf at the trying time as to win the highest commendations
from the pAssengers.

John Hindley, a boy of eight years of age, was the only
survivor of the hundreds of women and children who em-
barked on the ¢ Atlantic” He isa native of Ashton, Lan-
cishire, nnd left Eogland, with his father, mother, and an
elder brother, for New York, at the invitation of two of his
married sisters who had settled there, At the time the ship
struck the little fellow was asleep in his berth; he was
awnkined by the general stampede which followed, stumbled
cut of bed and jaived the crowd. The greater portion passed
him ; Lut he saw six men crowding into a top bLerth in the
upper steerage.  He followed them. Une of the men broke
throngh a window and got out, and the boy did the same, one
kind-hearted individunal pushing him through before he had
made the egrees himself.  Once outside, he held on by the
ropes until himself and bhis companions were rescued $y the
life-bont.  What became of his parents and brother he did
not know, bt it is certain that they were lost. The little
fellow was an olject of creat interest, and at almost every
corner he was stopped, questioned, and received assistance in
the shape of donations from those who heard his heart-rending
story, and who sympathized with the little waif. He has
since been sent to his destination via Portland.

THR OLD MILITARY HOBPITAL, QUESEC.

This is the building which, it will be remembered, hagbeen
used for the trangaction of the legal business of the diatrict
since the destruction by fire of the old Court Honse on the
Ind of February last. It has been found extremely commo-
dious, and has given every satisfaction to the members of the
Beneh and of the Bar, and to the public in gensral. The
near door 18 the private entrance for the Judges, the Bar, and
the ofticers of the Court House,  In this part of the buildiag
are the Prothonotaries’” Qffices, the Stamp Office, the Office of
the Circuit Court, the Judyes’ Chambers, Enqnuite Room, ete.,
etc. At the far end of the building are the Sheriffz Offices
and Jury Rooms, the Court Ronm, tnteaded for the holding of
the Quecn’s Bench (Criminal Side), the Superior and Circnit
Courts and the Advoecates” Room, One of the rooms on the
third tiat is used by the Committee einployed in investizating
into the cause of the fire at the old Court Houge, and prepar-
ing a bLill to be submitted to the Legislature for remedying,
in fo far as possible, the losscs sustained by suitors consequent
upou the destruction of documents and records by fire. The
public entrance gives access to this portion of the bailding.
The Court of Appeals sits in the building close at hand-—at
one time the Officers’ Mess-Room.  'The Police Court and the
offices of the (Clerk of the Puace face the Court of Appeals,
The members of the Quebee RBar express themselves well
satisfied with the arrangements made for their reception, and
fully appreciaie the energy displayed by the Board of Works
in transforming the old hospital into a Court House, The
highest praise is given to the Assistant Commissioner, who
has been indefatigable in pushing on the work, so that as
little loss of time as possible shall be suffered by the public.
Already new vaults are nearly ready, and in a short time the
work of transfurmation will be completed.

RENEWAL OF THE LEASE REVUSED,

An Irish scene this, of course, aud by an artist well known
as a ekilful delineator of Irishmen and Irish manners. The
scene lies in the office or © business-room ™ of an estate.agent
who i vigited by a fricze.coated tenant occupying, perhaps,
rome eight or ten, or more, acres of land, of which the lease
ix expired,  The man is decent-looking enough, and probably
has done his best to turn his holding to good nccount : he de-
sireg to bave bis lease renewed, but is met by & refusal; it is
evident from the stern and unviclding countenance of the
agent that no nrgument, nor appeal to pity, nor threats—if
such were resorted to~—would move him from his determin-
ation : there is something vastly expressive of fuflexibility in
that hard fice, with its compressed lips and contracted eye-
brows, and even in the clasped bands with the uptarned
thumbs: the man is a study of an inexorable nature. It is
just possible, however, that, in the {nterests of his employer,
ho is only performing his duty, though it seems to be machin
accordance with his own feelings. The applicant has received
his answer, but iz unwilling to take it, and stands by the
agent’s table hoping, but vainly, for a reversal of the decision:
His looks are downeast, and ecertainly move the spectator in

hig favour: who knows but that he may leave the room with’

thonghts and feelings widely diffcrent {rom those with which
he entered it? The ianterview  is graphically portrayoed
throughout, even to the agent's clerk, whe, pen in mouth, is
rummaging a box of documents—leases, agreemeuts, and
deeds—indicative of territorial posseasions,

{ Written for the Canadian Nlustrated News.)
THE LORE OF THE CALENDAR.
NO. V.—ST. GEGRGE'S DAY.

Trapitioy has in no instance 8o clearly evinced her faithful-
nesg, a5 in the transmitting of vanlgar rites and popular
opinions, Of these many are lost in antiquity; many have
indeed travelled down to us through a long snccession of
years, and the greatest part of them will be of perpetuai ob-
servation : for the generality of men look back with supere
stitions veneration on the ages of their forefathers: and
anthorities grey with time, geldom fail of commauding those
filinl bonnurs, claimed even by the appearance of old age,

The Chrietian Church hag borrowed many of her rites, notions,
and ceremonices, in the most luxarions atundance from anclent
and heathen Roms,  Our holiday games aod sports howrs been
countenanced by the best and wisest of statermun, and even
thougzh they have been sometimeas prostitated to the purposes
of riot and cxcess, yet were we 19 reprobate everything that
hag been thus abused, rdigion itself conld not be reclaimed;
perbaps we ghould be abie to keep notihing, The workiog
people, confined by daily labontr, roquics jatervals of relaxa-
tion ; we comsider it of great political ability to encourage
fanocent sports and games and the observance of stated
holidays awong them. St Patrick’s Day, ro carafally ob-
served by all good Trishmen, may be reckoned as the last day
of winter. St George's Day herabls in the spring, and sets
our glorions river free, and makes us realize the picture so
strikingly conveyed in Milton's lines :

“ The winds, the waves, and all the finny drove,
Beneath the moon in mazy morris move)!

St. George and Meorrie England—What hallowed asso-
ciations are present with Englishinen on St George's
Day, specially with those exiled from Lome.,  Many of
the old customs and rites connected with this day still exist
in England. Many of them were conductad with great devo-
tion, according to Robert Herrick. Charles Knight, a genial
writer and a lover of ail ovur good old Euglizh ¢ustomns and
festivals, speaking of them says :— Devotion lived amongst
old ceremornials derived from a long antiquity ; it waited
upon the seasons; it hallow sed-time and the barvest
and mads the frosts cheerful, And 3 it grew igto Relf-
gion. ‘Ihe fecling Lecame a priocipe  He laments that
puritinizm and formalism, which rogoires mon 1o be devour
without imagination ; 1o bave faith, rejocting tradition and
authority—and all the genind impul of fove and yeverencs
associated with the visible world,—the practical poutey of life,
which isakin tofaith,

The stery of Saint George and the delivery of the Princess
of Silene from the power of the dea <, on the twenty-
third of April, wont to be dramatizad i Bl
and places, upon which cceasion ali the «
town being duly assambled, Saitar Geor
marched along ambldst the ringing of bells and the dring
gung and the shont of the patriatin populatisn of ¥ Saint
George for Eangland.” These i H
the calendar shows them to has
greatest zeal all over the eot
pious, sober, heart-stirring, so

Romance casts it halo round ¢

3
3

fring days
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. George, tnansforming the
symbolical drazon ints a real monster shvn in Lo

a beantiful maiden from a dreaifal death, Dadler, o
torian of the Bomish ealendar, nsicts that Eungjand’s pairoa
Saint was born of nebie Curistian parenty that Lo entered
the army, and rose to a high degzree in s ranks, until the
persecution of his co-relizionists by Diosletian comypeiled him
to throw up his commission, and upbraid the empersr fur bis
cruelty 1 by whivh bold conduct he last his heal and won his
saintship,  Whatever the real ¢ vter of St GGeorge mizht
have been, whether he fonziit for Godirey of Poutlion at the
battle of Antioch, or appeared to Cwur-de-Lion before Acce
a3 the precursor of victory, there {2 cue thing certain he be-
came the chosen patron of arm2 and chivalry.  Io the relgn
of Henry V., of Eurland, a coundl held at London decreed,
at the instance of the King himself, that henceforth the fuast
of St. George should be obszerved. and fir mauy years the
fertival was kept with great splendour at Windsor,

Tu olden times the stundant of 31, George was borae before
our English kings in battie, snd his na was the raliying
cry of Bugiish warriors  According to Shakespears, flenry
V. led the attack on Iiurf to the battle cry of ¢ G for
Harry ! Bngland ! and St George ! and God and 8t George
was Tatbot's slogan on the fatal feld of Paty. Tue tery
Richard I1]. invokes the same saint, and his tival can think
of no better name to excite the ardour of bis adhercnts 1—
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Advanee our standaris szt uronour{
Uup aneent word of conrage, far St aeorze,
Tuspire v with the spleva of tery dragons.

The 23rd of April is a day that ought, {or ansther circum-
stance, to he dear to every Englishm it iy the bicthaday of
Shakespeare, that man of universal genins who sevms tn have
the power aseribed to a wonderfa! Arabian devize of diviag
into the bodies of wen, awd in that wayv became familiar with
the thoughts and seerets of their hearts. In concinsing, long
may our readers live ta enjoy the peotection of the beloved
8t. George's ensign, and long live Bualand's Queen?
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Mre, Grote hag, 1t is unnouneed, oo mplotad the moemaoir of her
late hushand,

A site for e proposed moennment to Bethoven, al Viennn,
has been granted by the Emparorn,

Mr. John Fowster is in bact hiea
v Life of Charles Diekens ™ (s
time,

By, oamd the third eolusie o
HRely o be Jdeinyy

&
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Mozsrs, Longmans have now neariy re: arew worg iy Lord
DPansany, eatitied < Gauwi or Teajon?  Constderaticons as @ our
Allies of the Furare”

At the sale of tho books of M. T
the Hotel des Ventes, Paris, thp o
de Chartes-uin,” a untgue enpy,

art, the pyrotachnist, at
mtal g Ooaranneneon
1At L1,

Miss Rraddon, it {s safd, gets 22,000 for the new vove) wileh
sha s sald o write for the vew wee'tiv, the 20me Jaenal <z,
£330 fram tha naw paper, £400 from Ameriea, and 1000 for il
hame reprint,

The ate Sir B Maddan has attached 2 hard eandition to hls
beguest of booXks and papers to th Botelan Dby, e ro-
auirad that within it week of Wis deesise they shoald ba senr in
a bax (o the Hbrary waith a stipalation, on the tesearors behalf,
that tha box shouid not be opened till (e 1st day of January,
1920,




