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NY: HfAT."
A YANKEE TAJLE.

(Condudd)

Not a single word wvas addressed ta mie, during the relation. I observed
a start of surprise, wheîcni 1 mentioned IMr. Dubeledge, and aile, yet
more narked, wihen i had ta spak of Commodore W-kes. Thre
ivas ý conversation in an under tonle, which I did îlot hear ; must except
one remnark. :t occurred in the part of my narrative, wlien the datglhters
of General 13 ajîpeared on the scene. " ilany of you," said the
Comiander oC te vessel in which ie vere "knîow Gencral i
inîtimatcly.; did you know. of his having any daughters ?"

A gencraI negative was given.
Depend on it, those ladies werc the daughters of Jeff. Davis. W'hat

a prize w-e bave mnissed "
I afterwards discovered that this surmîise was correct, and vowed never

to put faith in w-omcn again.
1 must not forget ta state, that the aliusions, and thev were niaiv, ta

1my bat, iînîduced smiles, but there was a significance n tlhenîî that i could
not unxderstndi.

Numerous questions were put ta me when f concluided ;ot the
sligitest prevarication iwas dtcîcccted ; .had told ail and w-as nîuite ready
ta swcar Io d11), tIeposition.

The Captait orderei the purser ta bc sunimoncd ; whispered a Cew
words ta hii, antd then directed him ta sec that I had another glass of
grog, anîd a berth provided for me. i le w-as also ta direct the ofmîcers of
the watch, ta post a sentinci.

I had ny grog, was shew a berth, and directed ta turn in. Of what
transpired Iromî that morment, tntil thile middle of tle next diay, I w-as
perfectly unconscious, for i believe i was aslcep before oy head touched
the pillow, and, as i-as informned, could be arouis.ed onily by being
dowsed "-in due nantical fashiIn-wvith threc or four buckets oC w-ater.

When 1 did suiccced in getting .my eyes and cars into use, I was greatly
sunrpriscd by being toi thatai .was tveive o'clock, ntoont. What couldc
have canused titis cxtraordinary sleep ? I was, naturally and by practice,
a short and light slceper. it was a lîystery. but as it vas only one in a
long and uiinterrupted sequence of, mystenres. i did not trouble iyself
ta think ntich on ite stbject. I was iasreed on teck, and whbei there,
was ordered to get into a boat that lay alongsidc. The boat carried nme
to another vessel, ihat had lier steamî up. was under 1veigh. and rcady for
departure. She started the lmoment 1 got on board ber course wvas
rtorticrlv. This w-as mîaintainedl for a couple of days, and then, sud -
denly, thc ship w-as hove to, and very particular and pereniptory orders
were given ta the look-outs. \eiii mîtyscIf, I chanced ta see that a letter
ws sent. Of course 1 did not lcarn tlhe contents of that, letter while on
board : 1 did afterwards; but howhe, n-bct or wlere, is of la onoment. It
will be as well ta give it here. It ran as followvs :

Ship --- , off Savannah,

Co.tlolORî :-erew-ith I iave the honor to transînit you a report of
a very cxtraordinary case. I also send a very cxtraordimaryperson who
camlte on board the under very extraordiary circunlstances.
1 le claimîs ta be acquainited witit you. The report enibraces his narrative
in full .ou will aiso sec that he vas subnitted ta a severe and searching
exanination. We were not satisfted with this, and, by the assistance of
the doctor, who nixed htis grog, we put himî into a sieep, fromn vlich ie
w-as tnt easily aroused v took advantage of this, and made a minute
scrutii- of himascnf aitto ail] beionging ta iiimîî. WC ecven divested hiiî
of his shirt ; but found nothing that tirew liglit on the affair. His hat,
from the part it plays in the narrative, w-as rthe chief object of suspicion.

î Fortunately, w-e had a inan ot board iîintiately acquainted with hat
mantî1icture. It w-as placed in his hands, and was noîast horoîighly
overuitnledi.*lIn fact, it was taken comîplctely ta picces, but the labour
vas thtrowtt awav. The man says lie could stake his existence on the
fact that it has never been taiipcred with or in any way disturbed siice it
left the iands of the itaker. Under these circunistances, the individual
S sent to you ta be dcalt with as you îiîay sec tit. Thte whole business
s sa extrciely suspicious that every one engaged i ite mvestigation
feels there is moore in it than bas as vet becen discoverel ; but alîlthink
the person in question lias beent a passive instrunment Li the lanîds of
cleverer people. Iln a word, all look utpon hii as iore fool thanu knave.

i have the honor ta be,
&c. &c.

To Commodore wV.
Conunîîantder \V. I. Station.,

It wil be thought that the man who publisies a Ictter in whch ie,
hitmself, is thus compliînenttedi, mocrits all that w-as said of hiî.

About an hour after we have ta, the look-out at the mast-head h lied.
Ship in sight."
i low does she bear ?" roared the first lieutenant.
Right ahead."
Start the engities," said the Captain, and steer for ier."

On we wvent, and as the other ship wias steering for, us, it was not long
before w-e w-ere within sigtalling distance.

The Comnmodore !" said our Captain, as the stranger raî ier fiags up
the mîîizzen. " This is fortunate."

Wc iad previousily shown our bunting.
"Signal Dcspatches," was the next order.
"Come on board," was the reply.
13y this timoe the two ships. were not more than a few cable lengths

apart, and an officer was senton board the vCommodorewith despatc es.
Not a word was said ta nie, but T presumed that I should soon follow,
and I could not avoid reflecting on the reception I should meet with
from my fornier kind acquaintance. I did not entertain any appre-
hensions for my personal safety. I even ivent so far as to think that
Commodore W-kes vas a'Iare of the purpose of my strange vander-
ings, and privy to all that had been done in the matter. I had ample
opportunity to think, for a coisiderable time clapsed:before anything
furtlher as donc. At last, anther signal vas made froin the Commno-
dore's ship, the purport of which w-as sufficiently apparent in the order E
reccived to get into a boat. I was rowed to the other vCsseli with al] speed.
The Conmodore was not on, deck, aid I was at once conducted to his
state-rooni. le was sitting there by hinmself, and we were alone. Ilis
countenance was serious, clouded ; but he civilly pointed to a seat.

"Now,sir," was his first observation-" if you can, I beg of you to
throw some ligbht on this perplexing business."

" Commodore, niost wiliingy I would, but I have not the power. I
have told al, even to miy surmises. Nothing, to my perception, has
occurred to give the slightest clue to the puzzle, Indeed, I was in hopes
that 1 could look to you for a solution of the myster."

'Strange, most strange !" said the Conmodore. 'Plcase permit ne to
look at your Aa/."

I handied the bat.
The Commodore surveyecl it attentively on all sides, and in as weil as

out ;1 had great .dificultv in restraining a smile when he placed it so
close ta his eyes that fthe idea suggested itself lie w-as calling his nose
into the scrutinv.

When be had donc, be put the hat doown, and vas silent for- sone
mo nents. "Are you sure "-this was said in the manner of a man
whose thoughts were Car away from his subject-" the guns at Savannah
were shotted ? I need not bave asked the question. My ofdicers, who
are good judges in such a matter, intormîr me they were."

le again relapsed into abstraction, and ten minutes or more passed
without a %ordIor a m moveno.

Suddenly he started as out of a dreain. "I believe you ta be perfect1y
innocent or wrong in this business, and shal not detain you. That it
had an abject. I cannot doubt; but what that object vas I cannot divine.
It perplexes nie beyond nicasure. Dubeledge rna-, probablv, be able to
explain. That vou have plaved a part, or serverf a purpose, is evident
enough. We are now somew-here abreast of Charleston. I have ordered
certain ships to rendezvous itere, and expect them in a few hours. One
ofCthen will be despatched to Nev York to bring down volunteers for
the fleet. 'ou shall have a passage in lier, and, to this, I append butone
condition,-that vou call on Mr. Dubeledge and place yourselfCat his
disposai."

Commodore, pardon nie, but I cannut accept your kindness with that
proviso. I vill call on Mr. Dubeledge, but sooner than be sent another
such an errand, or engage myself in any way to that gentleman I wouId
reinan a prisoner ivith you till the end of the w-ar."

Well, v-cl, so be it," said the Commodore with a smile. " I don'ýt
knor that i have any riglit cither ta detain or force conditions on rou.
Too wvell i renemfer a former attenipt ta handle porcutpines." he
Commodore stopped, and his smile now chantged.

Strange as it may appear for a thorough-bred Englishman ta niake such
an avowal,-I sincerelv pitied this gentleman. He had, all along, treated
nie with grievous and distinguished kindncess. i believed, still believe
him ta be a high-iinded, honorable man. If be went astray, no ignoble
motive conduced ; he was misled by an excessive zeal for his country s
service.

One word more,". be said. " This business unterially alters our
relative positions. Pardon ie,-T say it wiith great regret-but you iust
nl longer regard vourself as mv guest. Voushall receive everv iecessary
attention, but I cannot invite you to miv table. We may perh'ps mcesr, in
hliappier times, and vhen I am no longer bound by the restraints of the
service."

i couild not fail ta acquiesce in this. I thanked the Commodore mnost
sincerelv for his favours, and retired from the cabin. I did nor sec him
afterw:u'dis.

Earlv next Clay. the expected ships arrived. I w-as transferred to the
vessel boutid for New York, and was soon on my way ta the Nortb. A
packet, directed ta Mr. Dubeledge, w-as handed nie as I stepped over the
sile of the flag ship. Once more 1 began to brcath freely, and to look
forvard ta a peaceful, happy life in my old quiet pursuits.

Tie passage to Newv Vork was pilesant and tolerably quick. In all
moy peregrinations, however I iay have been deluded by men, the

clemntcts were truc and consistent, and favoured me with remarkably fine
wcather. I w-as permitted ta go on shore inimediatcly on our arrival,
and hastened at once ta Mr. Dubeledge. I soon found the gentleman
and 'vas warmly welconed back ; to which I have no doubt, I made a
sour and surly return, for I was by no means in an angelic state of
tenper ; and thelordly merehant saw%, it ani redoublecd his politeness. I
handed him his packet and, without deigning to ask an explanation, w-as
ibout retiring. lie bcggcd tne, alnost inploringly, ta remain, at the
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