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CHAPTERIIL

Secn first 1 the ight of a sunset which
filled the whole carth and sky with roseate
flush, Guadalajara, with its Alender towers

®and stuning d mes rising out of the wide,
vendant plain, scemad to Derwent likea aity
of a dream, —as fair and white and graceful
asif builded of marble and ivory instead
of comwon bricks and mortar.  “La
Perla ded Occidente,” a friendly Mexican
fellow-traveller told him it was alled ; and
the poetical name suited 1ts appearance
well, as it1ay steeped in sunset color, the
ires of its cathedral msimg agamst the
pellucid sky, its Byzantine domes glowing
with iridescent color, shadal avenucs lcad.
ing to its gates from ail directions, and ex-
quisite ranges of azure hesghts framing the
beautiful expanse of the gruat valley which

€no0m it

«\Wiat o prcturce & sad Derwent to tum-
sclf, as he craned his neck out of the win-
dow of the ralway carto takeit in more
! fully. *And what a country !" he added,
i ashisglance swept from the pearly towers
) to the wide, luminous horizon, over miles
: of level plain cuvered wath tender green and
set with gleaming villages.  **As beautaful
as Europe, as picturesue and mmantic as
the East. 1 hadn't the fantest idea of what
: 1 should find here !” he ended, prosaiaally,
as the tramn, slackening its spood, passed
| throzgh a gap 1n the city wallsand made its

} slow way to thestation.
+Y ou werenqairing for the Coxnopolits,”
mid the conduclor, as it finally n:sped.
" “ Heze 11 the porter.” And he pointed toa
- tall, slender Mexican, \rmﬁﬁ a ahort,
3 braided prcket, and the name of the hotel 1n
! large letters around the crown of his som-

teero.
This digrafied person took Derwent’s
valise, "nvited lum by 3 gesture to follow,
) and threaded hia way casily through the
¥ crowd toward the placcofexit.  Declining a
i 3age,~—Jor the exquinite evening air made
: walking a delight, —Derwent followed his
J dealong a street which lod past a beasta-
R ?:]lold church with aa chaboratelv-seulptar-
od fromt of levunsione, throogh a lovel
Ixza groen with troes and fmagrant wi
Toscy and violets, where a military band was
L playing and nambers of people were sitting
;mr:alking. op a aowded thaonghiae
Iined wath bandsomne Imildings. and fimally

. into thecourt-yand of 2 Spanish hovsae,
, where at the [ead of the stane &t

: « he wan met by an Easzlub-spaling h:g’
. lord, who relieved hum of all farther neces.
. ity 20 think for himscli.

An bour 1ater he was acated at onc of the
snall tables placed invrtingly arvand thegal-
Igy which nverlocked the lasge mner patio,
o court, withSeaor Farmandez opposite lom.
The socne was altogether charmung 13 eves
L © Famh from anoce nortnern fatitade. The
i, 2thod 1ics that Jommed the flooT of the

P~ withe T aitched to a stone halasirade
~ Thaewchene is Yo d trepical plants were set
M-} 5t insurancooph the arches
allar the dark.

ca stam looked

3Ty

but when you find one who is thoroughly
L\_mcp'mniwd it is generally safe to watch

im.”

This warning from a shrewd practical man
had struck Derwent as mather an amusing
commeuntary on the higher avilization
which at another moment the speaker
would hiave boen ready cnough to arrogate
to himself and his people.  But he remem-
gcr&xi_ it whgn orell said to him,” ‘;};(;u'll

nd Fernandez speaks Enplish —
he lived sixtoen years in &slifoml;ﬁ—an is
thoroughly conversant with American
habits.” He's & capital partaer for ma. e
marages the Mexicans and gets the mines,
while I introduce them to the notice of
inquiring investors like yonrself. You'll
like him, { know.”

D:-went was doubtful on this point, and
he still remained doubtful when ho met
Senor Fernandez. Yet there conld bz ne
question of that gentlenman’s agrecablo
qualitica. As they dinedtogeiier he proved
a very pleasant companion,— waived tho
discusaion of “saxiness, talked of the attrac-
tions of umdahian.. lightly sketched its
history, end deftly chiaged his tone when
be foznd that Derwent bad scant s)'mgntby

for the ions and tyrxunies of the so-
called ¢ liﬁ" ermmment.  Sepor Fern.
andez, it a ,» wasonc of those gentle-
men who always find it convenient to uphold
the existing order of things, He szpoke
familiacly of ministers and governurs,
shrogzed his ahoulders xhen Derwent de
nounsed the wholenle = and .
taon of the Church, was cvidently too high
Iy drvilized te tﬁo” citber religion or
patriotzs=, and thought that tte golden day
of pro'.nise would dawn for Mexico when,
gwing ®p ber * antiquated castoms,” she
wouid be racreated acvording to the admis-
able patytrn of her neighbor across the Rio
Grande. Ne massxnexhat astonished by
Derwent’z neply o thia
* When thxt day comes if it cver does,”

wid the yoang man, *“ your country will
ccase to e worth caring for.  She lose
her indiridaality snd becorne a fecble

ofa dvilizationaltogetheralien tothat whit:e:
has made hes whatshe in.  All that renders
her most altractive o those who have any
cultared appreciaticn will disappoar,—the
forcion charm of her beantifalold cities, the
exquisite mannersof her ¢, the decorum
of 3‘ ’iuvmcxt.hzhc “’ul obedicnoe of
her children, the grace of her picturesque,
snharried life ; hat, mote than :b:t?qlho
things in the civilization ahe desires 1o imi-
tate. There can be nodoubt that ¢ sharp
Amencan practica will be am g the fiom
impoovementathat Ametican admirers will
smport into Mexioo.™

Senor Fernandex s&niled, batit was ina

somewhat disconceried mamser, as he bowed
over tus ghss of claret. I am  delighted
10fmd that you have 30 high an omnian of
Alexion, besmud. Mot Amcncans think

that we base muoch 2o leam, and that we i

cannot do better than ocupy thar move for-
nale oosnly.”

~Most Amcnans—like thar English
kinmen—are 100 nxTow-mninded 1o under
stand u:a;::m: AngloSaxen methods of
oviination doa't stit evey pecple,” naid
Peawens. **God knows, they had better
reformn thenacives befdre actting oot o e
form the world. Bt you take pothin
h%:c.m: m);dloagg -h;g *

L Was BOOCPl i the table
Seacod, and then tbe two men Jooked
2k bAher with a glanoe of muiual inte.-
Cogetaon.
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realired from the Bucna Esporanza ; but now
tho water iv troublesoms, the cars have
grown rebellious, tho prosent owners are too
poor to handle the property, and so thoy
sell. It is < wonderful mine togo for such a
price, Mr. Derwent. You will say that when
you aeo it.”

*"3f s, the price will be prownply paid,” said
Derwont.  *‘But what is that Morell was
telling mo about a difference of opinion
among the owners with regard to the smale?"

¢ Oh, there is one of them who is dissatis.
fied,—thinks the mine ought to bring more,
doesn’t want to sell at allin fact,an reta
baving joined jn the bond. But the !:sxm
bronght pressurs t0 bear on him and made
Lim 3ign : 80 you nood not fear about the

Litle”

This was explicit enough, and sufficiently
plausible; but the same instinct of distrust
which he had been consciovs of at first made
Derwent g3y to himself that thero was
something in tho transsction which
might not perhaps reflect credit

.Femandez if known. It platuly did not

concera him, howerer, to takoe up the vague-
ly-mupscitol grievance of an unknown
Mexiewn. “Fhat must be settled between
the purtics concemned.  All that be had to
1o was to look at the mine, and, if assured
<f its value, pay the inc asked, in caso.a
good title could be given him. It was
rettled that they would start the next momn-
ing, and, since nothing could be determined
until this journcy was made, Derwent, who
heard sednctive  ins of mausic near by,
that they should finish their dgars
& Ope.t Alr.

*We will go o the plaza™ said Senor
Fernnandez. * Every onc is there to-night.
You will sec somne very pretty women.

Goadatajara is famous for its beauty.”
“There are very tty women ia
AMexico,” obwerted the ybung man. “In
fact, I think that one face which I maw in
the Alameda last Sandsy momning is the

moat beantiinl I ever saw anywhere ”
+0h Mexicy, being the capital gathers ita
beacty from ali parts of the country, and of
roagse it hes more fashion, more style,”
replicd Fernagdez,  *“Bat itishard to sar
Guadalajara for lorely grlx.  Come

r‘?;):ndge - ito the sof

2y «ut into the soft, tropic
night Il!"hc: plaza fromn which the muxic
: od was only a black distant, and
when they gained it Derwent thought that
he hzd zeen nothing more handsome and
imposing even in the city of Mexico than
the surroundings of the beautiful gardea
which occupied the oenter of the large
hollow square, the old Plaza de Armas, that
was always the aoene of tumelt and fight-
ing whenever revolution arose or war in-
vaded trecity To-night, howerer, it was
difficolt to imagine that it had cver witness-
od such scenes.  In the middle of the

den vose a light Mook pacilion, {rcm

mn

which a military band was ring forth
mue Orangetrecs that filled the air

with the fragmance f thar blassoms lin.
od a browil ‘#alk scrrounding the
of taft and fcwers aad fountains, where be
tween opposite tows of well filed benches
two gircams of promenaders were walk
, all the ladis im ane direction,
all the men in anothar, thas mming
and repaxxing cach other as olten as
thr ciremit of the square was made. Flec
tric lights ahed their white radienco over the
20e0e, wer» coming  and S
constantly, joining the ranks of

ing oul of them, sitting down to talk
wit!

There was azimatod move

group Lo groc
8 meat, bt notpibo 1cast disorder, for thepes-

;’“1:1= ’d& yc(;um t;:lugc

= irpayed at than opca-sir
thesinga, where the mme conrtesy and de-

coram regn which woall distingmith a pri-

valc cospany in the Tnat exclunve drawing

room.
Derwent mat down with Als seenpanion on
the first beach where vacant aaata e

s palaoe. the

with its tall Sowesa sisng againg the doep-
violetaky.
Culance,

"w:gnmnkto this offect, “ Guada.

AN

upon Senor F

tidr £inds, of paxing  from

thezmelves, and Jookad &t the setting of this
attnactive soene. One xide of the aquare was
Zao0d by the long and handsome front of the
Govenos's mal other by the groml
s of the athednallailding, o pictorxgas
wmixtzre of Byaatincand Groek architectare

Theremnaining twondes werelined
lighied arcades, and the whole

Jonpesabinbied order and
. Oh, y&," 23d Semor Famander, in

Inabeen a placo of great wealth and

L4
importance for moro than two hundred
ilm It is only socond in importonco to
exico itself. But observo whether or not
I havo spoken to you corroctly of the beauty
of our ladies.”

¢ 1 havoe alrendy seen a number of pretty
faces,” answered Derwent. * Guadalnjara
is evidently ¢ La Perla del Occidento’ in
many respects.  But—by Jove ! it can’t be
possible !—yes, it is-— Well, this is cer-
tainly extraordinary o

Asbe utterod theso quick, disjointed re-
marks, hiu companion tumed, stared at lnmn
for an instAnt, and then, following tho direc-
tion of his glauce, saw in the lino of
promenaders a tall, handsomo man of dis-
linguished bearipg advancing with a beauti.
ful girl en his arm.  She walked witha n\zg
as firm, a carringe as stately, as his own, an
they were both of ap co 8o striking
that they wculd have attructed attention
anywhere.

“‘0h1 yon know Don Meurizio, then $” said

‘ernandcz, in a tone of surprise, which, had
Derwent obheerved, world TA\'O struck him
a3 not being very well pleased. But ho did
;:ot.dohsen'e atall. He was loobking ;t. the

ovely faoe of the girl ug by, as he an.
swered, ah‘cnt.ly.—g-u pass

“Don—who? No, Idon't know the man
atall, Butthat is the same lady I szaw in
the Alameda in Mexico lact Sunday. How
curious that she ahould be here?™

“No more curious than that you arc Lere
yourr2lf,” answerod ths other, nniling.
*Those peﬁ:iu.ve a large haciedanearthia
Pplace, and Apurizio fias evidently coms
in to meet his daughter on her return from
Mexico.”

‘iB.nt Mor:i told me that her father was
an I "

“tvel], so he is. Do you-think he looks
like a Mexican! He is Don Maurizio Or.
mond, who married the great Cardcella heir-
esx. She had a maguificent estate, batske
hasdoubled or trebled it siuce it came into
his hands, He has remarkable business
caagzabilities; but then hehad sach riuni.
ties az do not comoto many men. Hisdaugh-
ter is vesy handsome, and a2 greater heiress
than her mothes. It iz said that her father
g"look at no onc less thana prince for

“'Bat pi do not exist in Mexica.”
+Na; but we Rave only a few gre=tlanded

ssistocrats to t then. Rut Don
M.snrizio,.itiuaix will gotothe Old World
for an alliznce for his danghter. le comes,
1 belicve, of a nobie fami { himsclf: apd as
for the Cardellas, cvaybody knowz that
they ave of pure Spanish descent and have
held their lands by rogal grant sinee the

ost.”

% matrimonial prospects of the Senuri-
ta Ormand scem Wbea good deal canvamed,”
»id Derweat. ““Mocell 101d we, when I aw
her in tho Alameda, that she woald probably
marry her cousin, the tative of hey
mother’s family, in order tp restore thelsnd
to tkoname.”

4Tho Cardelias are, of corrde, anxions for
that; bot it 1 said that Don Maurizio does
not favor the idea. How Do Zarifa stands
herself 1 have never haard, bat she will ca
tainly have a word o ;¥ in the mattex, or
report does her injustice.”

*‘She has 100 noblo and too stroag a Sace
not to lave a word—the most imporiant
word —to ;ay,” Derwent remarked, positive
Iy. “That gii will never allew her
hznd 0 bo given away for considsrations of
family or ambitzon.-—Rat they donot setars,
Screly they haee growa ured of walking

€Iy $00T.
*Prolably they woe auly taking a tara
while ) for moats.”

aroznd tbcs ing
T «Shall we walk and Jook
for them?™ .

*Ry all mears,” azswened Derwent, onsig
Iightly.  As with b compazion be fcl snto
in the cirling mascsline thrvmg, he

id niot think of thy differenon be ween the
&3t Lumo he had sccn Doz Zasih, and the
rosent. The Srst Lo be had been andiffos
eat whether he mw ber again oo not, while
now he was conscions of a strong desir to
ook ance more ot a face that fxsaaatod n
like a rare and axqmsite gucitre.

Rat, althorgh be made sevenal aircaita of
the plama, scanned a3 Josely ax conya-
t1ble wath mamners the 10% of i w
och nde of tha proncaade, be had oo furth-
< ghitpee of Don Maznmo or his dasgnia.
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