
THE IMPORTANCE 0F

the Christiari rniidry is, to convert sinners, to fight bis way to it; il i3 such a Mu tha
and to e&fy the body of (Christ. No conquers!
faithftil iriiiisier cari posibly rest short of l'lie (luit apathy of ethldays is oene.
this. Applause, fame, popularity. borour, Satan bas taketi the fildlt activeiv, and it
wealtb; ail these are vain. If seuils are is best to mneet hiin front to front. Beitis,
not won, if saints are net miatureti, our inenl's consceiences arc red-tlv on cd.God
mnistry itseIf is vain. The question, seeiius Qxtensively strivi ng- wi: h clhem, aa
therefore, wvhieh each of us bas bo answer before the floodi. A bretith of the, Divine
to, bis own conscience is, lilas it be-,n the Spirit has pwýsed ever the eartb, aînd hene
endi of iny nhiistry ; has it beeti the dleire th(, iniolitous c]hiaoter of ilie tinte, as
of niv heart, to rave the lost anigietewcll as tlý nceslt,,iy for imipro%-itig it so
saved ? Is this iny aii i.1 every serïmou I long as it iî1sts. rlile ar:nestriess" which
preacli, in evcry vitit I p:ay ? Is it undler i marks the age ii flot of maîî, but of Qed.
the influence of this feeling that I continu- 1 It is the fruit of God's lagt dtoaliig with
aily l ive, anti waLk", and spea.ki ?1s it for mnati in 1o0 c, cre Hle stmnites in wrnth. To
this I prav, and toil, anti fst, and weep ? ive flie riglit direction to tbis earnestness
Is it for this I spcnrd andi arn spent, count- is the g.reat business of every one that
ing it, nlext to die saivation. of my own would bw, a fellow-worker witm Goti. It is
seul, rny chiefest joy to to the instruitent, takini se, inan rn ietos ha
of savirîg otheri? Is it for titis that I exist; scp ,'L, ritays wraitions, stîch an
and te, accoînpiish this would I gliadly diel isrn, &e., that we must make haste to put
Have I seen tue plaiiuro of the Lord pros- foi-th e;cyeffort te tezul ît arigbit. The
peringf in mny hanti? Have I Secul ROUIS one true goalj or reslting-plae, w9ere doubt
converted under my ininistry ? ilave andi wearinc,", andi tho stings of a pricking
God's people founti refreshinent from iny censeicucene, andi the tongings of an unsatis-
lips,. anti gene upon their way rejoicing ?-fwd seul woul all be quiRetd, is christ
Or bave I seen ne fruit cf rny labors, and Hirnise/f. Not the Chiurcli, but Christ.-
yet alti I content to reinain unblest? Arn Not doctrine, but Christ. Not forms, but
I satisfied to preacbi, anti yet net kuow of Christ, Not Cereiionies, but Christ;
one savilg imipression mnatie, co sinner Christ the Gcd-maii, giving bis life for
awakenled ?Cati I go contcntetilv througrh ours; sealing the veasigcoveHaut and
the routine cf minis-teriat labor, anti noer 1na1ing 9 pace, for ns thoghte lodc
think of asking bow Goti is prospering the His cross; Christ the divine storelleuse of
work c f rny bandis andi the wcrds cf my ail light anti truth, ' in whoin are hid ail

lips ?,the treasurcs of wisdloin muid knowledge ;"
Nothing short of positive sc ecau Christ, the infinite vesse], fiU'ed with the

satisfy a true minister cf Chriit. lus HeIy Spirit, the enigiihteiler, the teacher,
plans mav procecd si-oothly, îînd his ex- tl e quiekenier, the com'fert1er, ýse that "e ut
ternal niachinery mnay work steadily, L.ut e i unr eîa ecvat re

witoutactnt rui i th sair1  cfseusfor grace." This, this alone is the vexed
he counts all these as nothing. lis feel- SOcnl's refuge, its rock te build, on, its home
ing i.,, IlMy littte children, cf whorn 1 te al>ide in, titi the grest temnpter be bounti,
travail ini birth agyain. until Christ be form- anti every conflict enideti in vîctory.
ed iii vou." Anti ià is this feeling which
mahes hin suiccessful!- The resolutioti,
flhnt in the strength ant i ith the bIe.ssýing
cf Qed, ho wiit neyer rest without snccoss
will insure it. It is the man wvho bas
matie up bis mind te confront everv diffi-
cuity, wvho bas counied the cost, andi,
fixing his eye upen theoprize, bas determineci

St," Ministers are setdom honoureti with sue-
cess, unIesqs tlhey are continually aiming at the
fonvernion of isinuere."-wm.p<

It is te give this (iireetion te the varied
currents cf enrnestncss, that we iaust strive.
Ilow these may mliy;wbat Strango
directions they rnay yet take; with what
turbiti torrents they înay pelir a'ong th@
vallys cf the earth, what ramn they inay
carry before tbem, anti vitm what a hideous
tictuge tbey înay yet,- overflow the worid,
di&5olviiigf anti ievel;iig everything divin.
and gooti, everything truc anti noble, who
shall ativenturo te foretell t

Lot us, thon, meet this isearneetn%14"


