Bookasller and Stationer

MONTHLY REPORT

FROM BOOK CENTRES |Z

g

MONTREAL.

Ok of HoaRapLLEN AND BPATIONZR.

232 MUl Kereet, Montreal
Apell M. 191)

ARCH tade condinued gquiet an hook citeles. Many
M avet that the Jate Baster this year  had
much to do with slow However, the
opening of the month sees renewed activity and hook-
~eliers in genvtal are hopeful. Spring fiction s rapidly
appearing on the shelves and meteased anterest s a na-
tutal result. Good displass of new fiction characterize
progressive stores  Prayer_and hvmn books are in their
element for Easter trade, ant trade is pushed in these
Dhaes gn most guarters Easter eards of every desetiption,
and povelties, aml various lines of faney goods  appro-
priate to the season, ate sncorporated also in many
estabhishments.
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Among the wealth of new fiction, which finds a ready
teception, without any pticecutting, Mr. Humphry Ward's
SThe Marriage of Wilhiim Ashe™ s highly  spoken of.
“The Gardon of Allah™ s another new favorite, *the
Fugitive Blackstnith,”” a book characterized as impossible
o tmateh in humot, has opened well. A Mysterious
Disappeatance”™ s a tell well recommended, while ©The
Late of the Labrador Wild™ s an appropnate :tlory
wineh as well heralded.

books. “The Downfall of Russia,”™ and
“Under the Care of the Japanese War Oftice.” ve having
attention “The Opeming of Tibet” with coprous
lusttations, 18 ¢ book noticed in one progressive stote,
*For the Winte Chont,” and A Harvest of the Sea,™
wre twae other pecent arrnvals, Willam Dresdale has on
s shelves < The Patochial School,™™ by Father Crowley,
« hook o pecultar interest, owing to the prewent discus-

Two new wat
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~ton e Parhament  of  tas problem. *Dead  Man's
Hooms,"" an cloth, $1.25, and in paper, 75c., is another
of lis new hooks

* . *

A progressne adea emplayed by o Montreal store to
futther the sale of Faster prayver and hymn hooks, s a
placaid outside reartingg Faster prayer and hymn hooks,
Luge selection, chotee nhngs.”  An attractive window
wisplay veties the catd An ingesious post—card window
had ax o bachgrouml ged crepe paper, upon which were
fastened stuaps of heavy paper, with  slits  therein, i
whnth wete wserted the vanious picture post vards. This
ot off the four corners s gasve an attractive appear-
Fraw sy to twelve catds wete shown on the vari-
Bath Leather aund view catds were included.
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I eveeptianatit ine weather of the past wonth has
Lad a goud efficet on hustiess The stagnation
which wsually ~ets i for a wouple of months alter
Chitstmas has giveh watr to a dectdediy better condition
Tite book trade Tezpoteds Vet seadily 1o weathier con-

aitzons Mote than altnost auvthuag else, & book has ta
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be seen (o he attractive. So the more the people aro
brought out on the streets and  into the stores, the
greater is the salo of hooks. The result this Spring has
been that the stores have been kept uniformly buss.
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A noticeable feature of the hook trade recently has
been the Iarge number of hooks of travel which have bheen
sold. The tourist travel is the cause of this. The num-
ber who have alicady left, or are about to leave, for a
visit to the Mediterrancan and Southern Europe much
exveeds what jt has ever been before. ‘This has arouseil
an unusual interest in guide books and books descriptive
of the people and countries of Iurope. This is a depart-
ment which will undoubtedly develop greatly in the ucar
future.
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A paper edition of “The Duke Decides™ is being push-
ed  strongly.  “The Maniage of William  Ashe' has
atonsed great interest and is sure of a good sale. “God's
Good Man'™ and *The Man on the Box' have gone into
new editfons and continue to sell steadily. The public
appearance of Ralph Comnor hefore the Canadian (lub on
April 10 and of Dr. Grenfell on April 17 will ereate an
exceptional  demand for *“Fhe  Prospector™ and  “The
Harvest of the Sea.” *“Ihe Clansman®™ ant *“The Return
of Sherlock Holmes' are on the selling list.
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The hook counters of the departmental stores would
seem to be a menace to the legitimate hook dealers But
after all, they do not do much harm. The magority of
the people who buy a cheap hook at the bargain counter,
do so hecause they can get one for a few cents. Other-
wise they would not buy a book at all. It is not in the
very chieap hooks that the real menace lies. Tt is in the
reduction by a few gcents from the list price of the better
publications. This is always present and is not specially

acute now,
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M ARCH saies seem to have been quite satinfactory o
i the local trade. Winnipeg has the repatation of

being a good town for the book trade. Depart-
mental store competition has not vet been keenly felt, and
1t is possible to maintain prices on pepalar hooks. While
departmental stores in Montreal and Toronto cul prices
o “The Prospector’™ thive months ago, the Winmpey
stores were able to get the advertised price.
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Undoubtedly  the book of the month has been Mrs.
Humphry Ward’s latest, *“The Marviage of William Ashe ™
Several hundred copies were ordered by local stores and
they have* been sold quite readily. *The Clansman® and
“The Masquerader.” books mentioned last month, are
~tll asked for  freguently.  Awong the newer  fiction,
* Roland of Altenbury™ by Edward Mott Waollev, = The
Garden of den’™ by Blanche Willis Howard, “The Mys-
terious  Disappearance” by Gordon [oliwes, ant *The
Milliouaire Baby,"” are meeting with popular [avor.
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“*The Crists® wax in good demand for a week or ten
days duting March. The dramatization of the hook was
presented at the *Winnipeg™ Theatre  The local stores
were well stocked in anticipation of the demand.
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Apart from fiction, the cluef wterest has been shown
" The Opening of Tibet,"” by Peteeval Lauder, the stors
of the Younghushand expedition
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