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~'those soft, dark, pleading ayes, mnrked lier cliaracter ta posses
lugh dotormination, inflexible pcrseveraîice, uuited witb a wvin.
niggntues fitd to cnptivata aîîd coîiîrc! tia imîletueus

-Wliat you eay, rny doar Salomno," rcplied Kizpab, after a
pause, Ilgives me somo conifort. - will lioie to rotaai tha
mnoîarch's preforenca-if hia will continue to smnilo as lic docs
now, Kizpali will ask ti0 liappier destiny thîan iliat of' mimistering
boforo bien. But, bcloved Salomae, 1 have bacu thiiaking liow
many yeurs shaih pas away; hiow îny ltiara eshal full ; bov
many beloved anas shahl baw te the Angel of Deaîlî, ara 1 stand
on tluis lovoly spot again."
1 Kizpah liad t sruck a tender chord, and the young girls
niinglad thair teare widîout reatraint.

Tiua dawn of the succeeding day saw Kizpah on hier way ta
Gilgal, whera Sautlihcld bis court.

Yarpassad on, and Kizpali bcca.ne n motlîer, and in dia
s'lcîety aîud inîfantile caressas of lier clîildrcuî, found a refuge
from maîîy heurs of loacly sadncs9s. Sua liad ralized ail lier
fears.-pluc<od as a frngraîiî blussoni fram lier woofd!aad hoine,
ello tac lied ccased ta charm, aîîd liar place %vas supplied by a
younger, but miot t'airer, or more truc, or tender being thian lier.
sgolf; yeî she lîad neyer ceased to regard tlie monarch %ville the
tender emnotion lie finit inspircd lier wiîli. Kizpalî ias oîC uof
tliose cliagiîîg, trustiiîg natures, winch ara soinctinias tlirowiî iii
the pathiway of tic sternest of eartli's bons ; and, 'llrowing
around the rougit surface of tha latter the benutiful and graccfiîl
fegtoons of vonîati's devotediiess, coîîceal and sortit tlîcir eui.
Unes of chnractr iat a plcasiîîg und alulost attractive fori.

It wis sa wvi:l K.uzpali. ]2bero wcre hîours wbeii a glanca of
lier beamîng cye, or ait accent of' lier melodjous voice, wvould
bring Israel's huauglity sovereign te lier fecet, and cause liin t
roîterate tiiose professions of attachaient wbich first lured lier
from lier carly home in tlie vieinuty of' Gillion.

Time passed i. One day Kizpalî wvas surprised by a visit
fraie Saut. Ile tonderly caresqed Armoni and Mlephiboseth,
who wore in tlier'mother's apartment, and dismnissed thîcai.
'Kizp iii," said lia, afler a pause, "i comae b bici you farewveil.

1 go te lcad niy noble warriors againsl, tia hiosi of Phiilistin."
"Jebovali grail: tlîee Qucce.-s," replicd Kizpah.
"ISeak nlot îlîus to me, Kh'.pab," returaed tna impetuous

moîîarcb. "lJehovali bîath ceased io regard the son of Kislî; 1
have growîi wiser thian -Mlien 1 weakly suffered myself to be led

jby Samnuel; 1 have gained experience, and aced no omens t0
jpoint my pathwny."

"Oh, would thut the venerable seer were yet alive !" ajacula.
ted Kizpuli. IlHe aver sîaod betîvean tlie inaccessible aîîd pure
Jchovah and us frail mnrais; and say, beloved, we're net îlîine
happiest daya tiose wilien thou dîdst follow~ !lis counsels without
cavul V"

"Kizpnh !" cxchaimied Saut sternly.
UPardon me, 1 mean îlot b te nd," returned Kizpali lvaep-

ing; 'e<but when 1 reflect on the îîrecarious tenurc. by wbicu tle
lives 1 most value tire lîcld, 1 n but wislî îîat sorte lioly mani
would arise and guide Judalî's tempest.drivcn barque te a harbor
of snfety,"

"11Methinks, Kizpalî, yeu miglit find marc suitable themes for
reflection, than taking the rcsponsibility cf la govarnmeat on
yoursel. Assura yoursel, 'whatever transpires, yen will net bc
blained."i

IlYct 1 must feel," returned Kizpah quickhly. 'e<Oh, go not, 1
implora you, until you !lave raturned to the God of our fathers.
Ramnember, He wlio gave you the kingdon an recaul) it as casily
as Ha bestowc'd it."

IlKizpalb, ti0 more. Never nam- îhîiq hateful subject again.
The morrow's dnwvii secs me on my journcy."

1419 it hans Nwc part?" exclnimed Kizpalî, Il'with ail the uncar.
tainties oi war befora us 7 Must or last words k- spoken in
haste and anger? May ne s'weeî remembrance mingle iii theLrecolletian of tlîat t'arewell V"

Kizpah's appel was flot unnvailing. The lîaughty spirit of
Saut was touched-he lingered long in hier apartment, and thîey

aedwith as much watimîh of' faelitig as markad their eariier

Day followcul day, b~ut nougbî was huamrd of the royal army.
At to hdth drcad tidings arrived, ibant 1eruel was discomfitcd >
beoré baIr cnumied-tiîaî Saut, and Jonathan, Abinadali, and I
Moîlchish)ua lind falloti un thu vory moutitaini where Kizptth's J
girlish footstups liad so oflomi strayed iii tin 8unny time, whcn
cure and sorrow wero te lier young heuart, simply names wv:dînut
meaning. Mien %vis hor sont bowo-d ln decp bitterness; but
lier sons, Armoni and Mpîbha wero 8till loft, end tba fect.
ings of the mothor gI-adutilly ngsuagod aîîd àuperseded those of
the morc womaîî. Kizpali livud on, ln seclusion and iii pcace ;
and îiîougi hier spirits nuivvr wlîolly rvcivarcd their elasticity,
lier lific passed for soine yaairs calioly and peacefully.

AMeanwlîila Artioiti nuit î)iosîî grew to the estate of
manliood, and passed front buîîuaîh tien control 'ol their nriotther.

soma ycars afior hIe donthl of' sautlîIrael sul1ered severely
(rom famine, thrce successive yontr.. Milen David cnquircd of
the Lord thu cause, tho runswor r..jîîîrtied wns,-"- It is for Saut
and bis bloody bolise, bccauîsu lho nîlc,v the Gibconites." David
tiiercfore consultcd 'vilit it Gilîcoîiîes nis te the ternis of' expi.
flIiol.

Itwos finally ni'rceti, tlîat tile stierificu Pr savon of the male
memnber's of Saulps faintiy iiu,l(t euîstitute the e.xpiatory rite.

Weo may imagine. but no auiguigo an dcscribe the emotions
of Kizpuli, %wbent site) ktt îliut lîr hearî's boa'. trcasuras wvere
selected as two aof the victinis. 'l'loso nmatily fornis, in whose
martial and alnîost rt'"id beiuty, suie deligrhted ta rucail the
image of their deaîuil filthor-mîîsî îliay hac laid suenut and
motionless ; or muits tlîoy tsul' uvery ivdignity a justly enraged
pop1ulace chose tc heup (,,i thein ? '1'hoïe brilliant oves, wlucli
had aver looked forth in lovu aiid tonderness on tiejir motlier's
face, inus i th.y lie so suddeffl) vouled i.rever 7

Ahi ! îbcsc, and a thousand othor torturing recollections,
wrung that itiotliter's heurt ttliîîît to hreaking ; ycî the very in-
tensitv of lier feelings stîljîutrîetl [ier- igaiist herseli. There "'as
no appeal, and %Voit did %lzi).pab lcîow that the bouse nof Saut liad1
been oa of blood ; aiîd white~ ler <îwi heart bled nt every pore,
she Iîad notîghr ta uirge ugniîiis the justice of that sentenccý,
whicli Cearftîlly Ctiiliielo lie dotioîîciatioîî, Il 1 wvil visAi tha sins of
the fathars uipon tua children unto tha third and fourthl genle.
rations."

The pîarting betwceui Iipliai liîder sons may lia conceivad
by ave ry aioller. The IIoly Spirit bas alot detailcd ils particu.
lars, aîid ive foi beur te auilargo o, Ille distressing, circumstauces.
Let it suflica, tlint Ili sî'ilontecof ai'di lnwv Zvas carried int
execttoli.

And tiowv the characît'r of Nizpffli beikmed forîli in brighit cf.
fulge'uca. For six long, wviry niomidi did that devotîed ope
waîclî beside the clny.eold ors of lier sons and tlîcir reja-
tives, as îlîev Iîîîg, sus41îeîîdvtd un tia suimit ol îlat very niuîlntain
whert, lier youîîg dnys biad I>Ite4ssed sa linîîpily. Flow aiten during
tbcse w,'ary vigils îîîîîst lier convarsationî witli Salome have re-
curred te lier mind-how orteil, imid the dread, dim, mystic ]leurs
ofmîduight, iluust Ille awfiîl v'isionî of Sau! in lus last agonies have
lîarrassed lier tried spirit. llIew ovarwlîelming miust ]lava been
lier reflections, as silo lîeleld Il last liniks of lova wh)ich boulid
lier ta eartlî rzidcly severed, and tlieir lifuless bodies lvaving be.
fora lier starîled siglit iu avery passillg breeze. Yet she fainted
nlot, but suffered îlot tia birds of the air to rasi on themn by day,
lior dia cvil banasu,%Yhicli ramed around t.liegiountain ta touchi
thon] by niglit.

Can wc nut imagina lier raplure, wlien the first genial draps
of rajin procinimed dîcir sacrifice wvas accepted 1 Can we net
sympathisa with lier dcep gratitude, %wlict David, lîearing of lier
maternaI devotion, ordoraetiir bottes to bc collected and laid
with tlîeir fnttier's in tia fainily saîllira ?

In perusing tia prec"diîîg sh-2tch, tha question must oftca haie
rccurred te tha intelligont rentder, wbec was Michal, the daugli.
ter of Saut, ajîd the ntlnpîad îîioîlur of the cilher five, victîms,
duriag tlîe %v'enry vigils oi tha atcetionate Kizpah ? It has
îîever nppeared te me, Ilînt Micllat, clîarming as she must have
been in externat attractions, possessed ona titha of the moral
and intellectunl lovoliinass, wlîlelî bind us aven at thîs remnote
period ta tha davotud daughter of Aiah. In early life, lier
beauaty wonî the heurt of the shophiard boy; but hier ill.timed
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