
UPS AND DOWNS.

oficer wlîo hiad now corne uip. Il \'Vat a wvhop-
per ! "he added.

It -ias a Il whopper," and as 1 viexved it
looming se largely tbrotugl the wvhite fog, I feit
deeply grateful that it hiad been seen in time te
avoid a collision with it. The appearance of
this berg had now kindted nîy anxiety to such
an extent that 1 dared Dot to leave the deck,
expecting every moment to liear anotiier hiait
frorn the look.out. It came. A berg xvas
reported on the port beov, to wvhiclî I buffed a
littie. Vien another wvas reported riglit ahiead
and it seemed very clear to mie that wve had got
into a cluster of these dangerous floating
objects.

.1 feit a band on my arin whilst straining nîy
eyes ahead cf the ship, and, turning rouind, xvaS
confronted by the fat, rubicuind visage of Miss
Brown, the cliaperone.

ICaptain," slue remarked iii deep, beli-lîke
tontes, Il I lîear a great deat of shouiting ;there is
no dan ger, is there ?

Not uiîless we strikie a ber-, rnadam," I
replied.

IlI suppose it wotdn't do te ancher, Cap-
tain," shie asked after a short pause, and in se
simple a manner and with an expression so
irresistibly comnic that I could scarcely forbear
from laughing outrighit.

IAnchor, îiiadam,' 1 repeated ;"why, do
yoti Dot know that the deptli of water here is
somethi ,........ 1L -- c rt cuiIliitU,

'if the wlîole sliip wvas laden wvîtl chaîin there
would not be suifficient te reacli the bottomn!

Slue tooked at nie baif increduilously, said
shie did not. mean anything, asked mce to excuse
lier ignorance and then wvent below. Slie hiad
scarcelv disappearei wvlien IlBerg righit alîead,
sir came fromn the topsait yard. To tbis 1
starboarded, but liad scircely steaclied the sbip
wlvhpn, Il Tbere's another riglit ahad sir!
nmade mie sbift the bieini once more. I'ben it
was that I noticed Le niy horror that the two
bergs appeared as tboughi they xvere ciosing
together and but a narrew passagc between
the twe lay ahead cf the ship.

Ibere wvas ne time nowv te do y:.gwitb
the heini 1 mnist risk the passage. Il Go for'ard
on the forecastie, Mr. -- ,' I said te the chief
officer, Il and telli me bowv te steer, quick, quick
for our lives !

In a fewv moments lie wvas there and shout-
ing eut bis orders. But ail wvas of iio avait,
for as the vessel get uinder the lee cf tbe litige
towering berg on the starboard side, att the
wind wvas taken eut cf lier saits and she drifted
hielplessly against the berg. Tbe great and
more inîrnediate danger nowv was, lest the other
berg sbotild close ini upen us and crtisb the
timbers of tbe sbip, and my bieart seemed as
tbougbi it hiad ceased te heat as 1 conternplated
such a catastrophe. As I stood upon the pool)
deck tooking up at the litge frowning chius of
ice whicbi teovered highi above the sbip's masts
uintil lest in tlîe fog, 1 ivas startted by Miss
Hunter's veice belîind mie

IMy wishi te see an icebîerg bias becn very
soon gratified, Captain hi-'she ohserved
very calmty ; Il but 1 arn afraid tbis oe is a
great deal tee close te be safe. Is there much
danger? I

IMiss Marion," I replicd, jerkin.- a thumb
teovards the other berg, Il it is tiseless te (lis-
guise flie fact that we are in danger. If thmat
great fetlowv there closes in upon us we shaît lie
crushed, or if this feltow which is walking off
wvith us, armi in armn as it were, slîeuild take it
into its head te capsize, ivbv tben We shall run
a risk cf being smashced te pieces. We are iii
dlanger from beth these bergs and it is useless
te try and bide it fremn yeui."

IlCan't we maniage te -et axvay fromi tbis
one ? "shie inquired, calnily, and just wlien, te
nîy liorror, I saw that my great fears were to be
realized, the other berg wvas ccming clown upon

us rapidly and in anether few minutes aur
noble ship mnust be crushied. There wvas no
time te repty te Miss Hinter's question and 1
saw lier targe eyes fixed curieusty on me as I
shouted eut the order fer every one te take te
the boats wliicb 1 liad towered in readiness.
1 saw Miss Hunter and lier chaperone into the
gi g and was the tast te leave the ship and teap
inito the sanie boat myself. In a very few
minutes the buge hergs came tegettier and tlie
stout timbers cf the sbip were cruslied lil<e a
nutshett, wvlilst lier niasts and yards came dlat.
tering dlown upen deck.

No one xvbo lias net been in simnitar circumi-
stances can reatize my feelings as 1 sat between
the tive ladies and viewved with sucli bitter
sorreiv the once neble shîip new being crusbied

*te pieces betveeni the twe mighty bergs ; nîy
owvn beopes wvere beingll crîîstîed and dispelled at
the sanie limne. Our pesition wvas a mest
peritous and almest lîepeless one, and wvhen
after tlîc first shock wvas ever and 1 began te
realize it mere futly, 1 must admiit that my lieart
failed mie anid a sense cf the niost awful depres-
sien overwvlelnied mie. 1 feit, bowevcr, tiîat il
would be very unwise toecxlîibit any signs of
despair befere tue twvc ladies, and se streve
liard te assume as bopeful a maiîner as 1 could
uîîder sticl wretclîed circumistaiices. In this 1
partty succeected, being bietped coîîsiderably by
Miss H-unter's cwn catmi and enceuragfing
îîîatiner.

Tbere wvere tlîree other boats besides tbe
gig, each filled wvith men, aîîd whien clear cf tlîe
slîîp, they gatbered round aîîd a consultation
wvas lield as te xvbat biad best be donc umider the
circumstances. But tîjis consultation xvas fatedt
te meet with a very sudden and awvful termina-
tien. We lîad just decided te keep teg-ether as
close as we ceîîld and steer uertl o get inte tbe
track of the otiLNvard-botinders, wvheîi a leud
and fearfut cracking noise in the berg- which
the slîip lîad first drifted agaînst warned us
tbat a disruption wvas ceming.

IPutl fer ycuir tives, nien !" I siîotted, and
the men instantly Ilgave way." But tee late.
Before two strokes cf the car were given, the
enormous berg witlî a noise tikie tue breadside
of a uine of liattleslîip, burst, and in a few
moments every boat xvas submerged and its
occupants in tlîe water. \ben I rose te the
surface the siglit wviich met îîîy eyes wvas one
neyer te bie effaced frcm niy miemery. The
xvater for a considerabie area areund wvas
turbulent wviti tlîe sudden and migbty displace-
nient, and large fragmients of ice freni the parent
lier- were grinding and clîafing together in
wvild, clîaetic confusion, tlîe xvater bubbling and
seetbing and sboeting up in hiissing feuintaiiis
betwveen thcmn.

My first tbotiglît wvas cf the twe ladies, aii(
1 loeked arouinc anxiously for tlîem, mv niind
fult of apprebiensiomîs for their safety. 1 saw the
fat, rubicund face cf ïMiss B3rown appear on the
surface cf the water and two stout arms clutch.
ing cenvulfively at an ear. Slie saw me and
shotitet for bielp)

IKeep your 1i.eart up," I repliecl, peering
areund anxmotisly for Miss Huiiter ;"we sball
be aIt riglit presently."

Sbie guirgled ont semet'ning in repty, whicli I
coutd îîet distinguisli, and sttuck te the car. The
gig was floatiiig l)ettcm upperîîîost, and it sud-
deîîly strîîck nie tiîat Miss Hunter miglît be
un(lerneatli anct unable te rise. I inîmedîately
dived aîîd iound tbat miysurinises were correct-
slîe xvas tbere!

Seiziiig thle sliglît ferîîî I mnaged, tait miet
withoeut sonîîe dificulty, te get it clear of tlîe
bîoat, and wve thien rose quickly te tue surface.
Tben clutclîing lîolt cf a life-buoy, twve cf whicli
xvere nîost proviclentially floating near, I suc-
ceedcd in placingr it ever bier sheulders. Tbeiî
ivitl tbe otbier buoy 1 nmade for Miss B3rown
witlî the sainîe intentions.

Here, however, I encountered great diffi-
cutty, se toath wvas tlîat lady te tet go of the car
for ene single instant. Suie abused nie most
velbementty and very fotishtIy declared that I
onty wanted te drown bier. At last, feeling
greatty anneyed at thie time tlîus wasted, 1 tore
the car fron bier grasp and succeeded in
slipping the buoy over lier.

\Vhemî I tooked areund again, 1 discovered
tlîat two cf the other boats were stiti fleating,
aîîd I aIse noticed te my great surprise tlîat the
bergwhichi bad drifted on te the sbip and crushed
lier, xvas îîew detaclîed, and once more drift-
ing on its owii account. 0f the huIt cf the slîip
notlîing wvas visible, it liad gene far beneatlî
tbe waves ; but a great deat of bier cargo had
become Iiberated, and was new ftoating around
us, tegetlier with spars, liatclîes, henceops, pîg
and slîecp pens in a giddy wliirl cf hissing waters.
Many cf the muen wvere clambering on to the
seconîd berg, and one or two were nîaking for
tbe boats, atas! miever te reach thern, but te be
cruslie(i te deatti between two grinding flees.
Otlier mien wvere clinging fer dear tife te the
spars cf tlîe itl-fated ship. It was a scene of
wvild ceonfusion and eue 'vhich 1 can neyer
forget.

1 saw that it wvoutd be useless te attempt te
reacli the boats in that wvlirling îîîass cf waters,
and resotved te strike eut fer the first berg and
endeavour te ebtain a footing' en it; if wvc,Icl
be better, I theuglît, than lîanging on te spars,
aithougli tlîe chîoice wvbichlî ay before us wvas
iiiserable wvhen Iooked at froin any point ef
viev. 1 sw.amn betw.een the twov women,
reaclîed tlîe berg, and after a great deal of diffi-
cutty wve maiîaged te get a footing on it.

Tlîe next tlîiîîg te be doue wvas te find, if
possible, some slieltered ptace te sit and rest iii
after our unusual exertions, se leading the t'vo
peer wvemen slîîveringy in tlîeir ivet garments, 1
ctînibed a little higher up the berg and seen
discovered a sniahl cave inte wvhich 1 eventuatly
succeeded in gettiîîg them. Miss Browvn, when
she liad soniewlîat recovercd frcm tlîe reactieîî
caused by ier friglit, sat down upen a smal
jîîtting piece of ice and began ltndly te, bemeai:
bier fate. Not se, Miss "Hunter; that yeuuîg
lady kept surprisingly calin, and enre or twvice 1
cauglît lier beautift eyes fixed uipon minie wvith
a look se tender and trustful tlîat rny heart
begyan te beat iii a strangre a nd very tiîusuaî
miner. But there xvas ne time for enîctional
feeling. W'e xvere on an iceberg drifting with
the current, aîîd with the by ne uîîeans pteasant
prospect before us of being starved te death or
drowned, and we liad senîething miore practical
te think about. \Vtat xvas te be donc for oui
safety ? Tlîat xvas the question wvhicî wvas
uppcrnîost in our minds. It %vas uscee.s te
tbiîîk cf tbe tîeats ; ttîey were arîîongst tbat
seethiîîg mass cf griîîding flees and spars and
xvould seen be broken up and useless. Event
supposing thiat uic could have entered ene our
position would net have been bettered. 1
racked my brain in a lîepeless endeaveur te hii
upon sonîetlhing better tlîan renîainuîîg on tlîe
berg, and se totd the ladies wvlo ivere anxiouisly
awvaiting iy opiniion.

IBut, wliat are ive te de tor food ?" moaned
Miss Browni, tlîe tears streaming dlown lier fat
cbeeks. Il Antd thîis is Christnias Day-cf ail
days ii thie year "-sue added, plaintively.

'-My dear madani," 1 replied, I hope te
tic able te get sorte biscuits, and perhîaps.semee
beef or Perk, and if 1 ani alte te do se we slîatl
have cause te fe deepty tlianikful." IlYes, in-
(lee(l," agreed Miss Hunter, ' and 1 de liepe
and pray you wilt be successful." Il Biscuits
and saict meat on a Chîristnmas Day !II vaiied eut
Miss Brown. "Oh, vhîat a wretclîed Christ-
mas !

IlMadam !'I cxctairned, reprcvingiy, Ilycu
cauînot expect reast turkey and plum-îpudding
on an iceberg."


