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that he returned home in safety. The fate ot hia brother, Podalel.
in more uncertain, for the last we hear ot him la that lie was "leu
on in the tierce battis on the Trojan plain."

Thus, according to Homer, Asklepios was a Greek chiettalu
acquired his primitive knowledge of surgery and medicine froin Che
and iisndcd it on to his sons Machaon and Podaleirios, who served ii
Qreek .rmy. The. story seems simple and intelligible;, but in realiti
problemn of the permonality of Asklepios is extraordinarily compie
Some light bas been thrown on it by the study of Greek art and my
qgy. In Oreek sculpture wc flnd representations, first of a huge e
serpent, secondly of an immense snake aecompanying a venerabh
mani leanlng on a staff, thirdly of an old man round whose staff et
diminutive snake, and lastly ot an old mnu without either staff or g
The. last-.named figure is identifled with Asklepios. Thsse probably r
sent four stages in the developinent of a god, and the word "Asi4le1
in derived frein a root wblch means te »wriggle." Âeklepio.9 was
iiot an Homerle be-ro wbo was deillcd li later ages, and the. worsh
wiiom snpplanted that ot aome old snake-god, but the. snake-god lalu
wii* subsequexitly asnumed human shape. It i. remarkabt. thai
badge et the Royal Army 'Medical Corps dec. not represent the. Hot
bero, but a deity whose origin is far anterior te that of the. Troja

I caxixot ber. trace the. upread of the. worship et Askleplos in
cian lands, nor the development o! surgery snd medicixie betwee
ag. of Hlomer and that of Hîppocrates. Probsbly in carlier times p
viulted temple. of Asklepios te censuit the gode by dreains, at firs
say purpose, snd subsequently for relief from suffering. The î
aided ini the interpretation of dreama by is kuowledge of simple re
les, snd gradually a separation of the offices of pricet snd deetor
place. The. knowledg. and skill et tii... temple doctors, or sons o
lepios, ineressed aithe yesrs pamsed. by, aud were in maxiy emff ha
dowu froua fatiier to son. TIais li the, works of Hippocrato. we fin
only the. rewlts o! ii inividual experiexice, but that of preoe<Hag
erations ot doetors at the ghrine of Askiepies at Co.

Althongh the. 1Usd opens wltb a magxilfleent description of a
pestilence wiehdeimb tie 43reek army, we eau gather very
knowIedge of digeases froua the pages of Homer. Tii.raten
subjeet ot tlh1s plague la peetie snd moral rather tiian cetic
pool relates iiow, i his great toray, Achilles iiad sacked the. tov
(Jiryse anid taken prisoxier the. daugiiter of Chryses, priest of &
In th dstribu'tio>n of the. booty the. captive girl wss assigned te Ag
mn, who refused the. ransoxu .ffered by ber father. Wheeup
prayed to the god Apollo for vegacand "<Apollo eend


