
ItUDOLF: PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.17

lie occupied this chair somne years ago, and gave us a short account of
many of the original members of thc Society, wvill appreciate the fact
that the Society lias ahvays been the meeting place of the leaders of the
profession. In the revised COPY of the Constitution and By-iaws of the
Society, which youf Executi,'e have prepared and whichi are nowv at
your service, we thought it only fitting that the names of the twventy-
eiglit original rnembers should be retained. lIn the twventy-eight years
that have eiapsed since they founded the Society under the leadership
of Dr. joseph Workman, more than haîf of their number have joined
the great majo.rity, but severai are stili with us and take an activ'e part
in the work of the meetings.

Lt is twenty-one years since 1 entered the study of medicine, and
observation during this time as \veil as the reading of the history of
uedicine of past ages fis one xvith pride in the achirvemnents of our

profession, and yet, and yet...
Whiat fools these mortals be.

And any student of the history of mcdicine mnust be strucz with the
way that we tend to drif t wvith every clia.nge of doctrine, so, that the way
in whicb any given disease is treated depends upon the time in which
it occurs. At one perind the fever-racked sufferer is starved aimost or
quite to death, oi perchance is deprived of ail fluids, w1îile at another

1.may be fed to repietion or given wvater (to wash out the toxins)
until lie is like an Indian miussack. At the present day even, amongst
the M\,ussehu-ans, no food or drink ip giveri during labor, and I once
recorded the case of a poor wvomar., wvho hiad been eighit days in labor
before 1 saw hier, and wvho duriiig ail that time liad bcen ailowved no
drop of water or scrap of food. The wveatlier wvas hot, even for India,
arnd the child had been dead for days.

Or again, a poor creatuce is seized wvith bieeding from the iungs-
bleed him stili more say the practitioners of a certain age; perfuse the
blood of a friend say others; -ive drugs to lower the blood pressure,
and so onl, ail depending upon the treatment ini vogue at thc time.

Fortunately at the consultation ;s miother Nature, and wlhatever the
othier consultants agree upon, sue xviii act as she lias acted silice the
wvorld beg,,an in such cases, and probably xviii nve the patient, and yet
get litie credit for it.

The ~ ': ocdrgin- of a hundred years ago led to I-annehiman's
swin inthe ppoite direction, vi tii ail its subsequent nonsensical cla-

borations. Perhiaps noxv-a-days a scepticisin toxvards xveli tri-d remcdies
is creeping in, especiaîîy in the Germaîi scbool, 'vhici xvili swing too
far and do- gYreat liarm.
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