
TUE CANADA LANCET.

attention is not paid to the subjeet iu most of the mnedical colleges. The
practitioner lias to acquire this kznowledgc usually alter graduation. A
short sinnary of the history of Anaiesthetics is given from the year
1798, w'hen Sir Huuiphrey Davcy took nitrous oxidle, down to tlic report
of the B3ritish àledical Association cornmiittee in 1901.

In speaking on the choice of Anacst.hetics, the remark is made tl3at
a person in redîiccd health is a saler subject than one in a healthy
v'igorous condition, as nucli less of the a-naesthetic wvill suffice in the form-
er, and there, i--, less strugglitug. Anaemic per-ons usually take anaes-
hieties w~ell, and thiere is not Jhe ne(»d for siich deqep narcosis as in the
strong and full blooded. Cjases of valvular disease of the hieart generally
t.ake cbloroform well, but inuch caî'e is required in producing perfect
aniaesthesia, and thiere is great tendency to syncope duringr recovery,
or vonîiting. In cardiac myastlienia, Nvi-IA fatty degeneration, or simple
atrophy and dilatation, etiier is st.rongly indîcatcd, and nîtrous oxide and
chloroformi as strongly contra- indicat cd. Insanity contra indicstes
nitrous oside, and ether.

Ether is ol-jectional in renl discase, and chlorolormi in diabetes.
CasPs with dyspnoea, as in goitre and Angina Ludovici nitrous oxide is
dangserou-3, andi CE2, or chioroformn one part and ether two parts, is to be
prefèrrcd. In cases of empyemia, or troubiesomne coiigli, chlorofornm or
RE. is [hetter thani ether alone.

W'ith regard to the nature of the operation, the folioving- generai
rules are laid down - Cases suitable for nitrous oxiie are extraction of
tceth, opcning; an abscess, tenotoîniles, aurai polypi, inovemient of stiff'
joints, avulsion of nail, reinoval of external piles, scraping lupus, applica-
tion of cauter v, removal of drainagce tube. Ca-ses suitable for ether are
amplutationls, osteotomies, reduction of dislocations, excision of Joints,
operations on the rectum, operations on genito-urinary organs, hernioto-
mnies and colostomies, reinoval of breast, most ovariotonies, in conditions- of
coliapse or where the patient is niuch exhaustcd, in dental extractions of

prolonged kind. Cases suitable for elhloroforti are operations on head
and neck-, intracranial operations, excision of tongue or maxilia, abdomii-
nal operations mhere exaggerated Trendelenberg position is required, and
cases of labor as a general iule. If the adn-inistrator bias no experience
with inhalers hie had better use the open niethod, starting the anoesthesia,
with chioroforin and xnaintaining it with CE., other thingrs being suitable
as- to the nature of the case and the operations. In feeble cases, an ounce
of brandy wvith as niuch water many be given twenty minutes prior to
the aui<vsthetie.

We pass over the exNcellent remiarkb on niitrt,us oxide and comec to
cther. It would be imipossible to rcview fu'-y wliat is --aidl upon this


