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SOME CASES OF INTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION AND
STRANGULATED HERNIA AND THEIR

TREATMENT.*

BY A. 7. nIOBRS, M.P.,
Asylumi for insane, London. (lut.

Siice the summer of "19G several cases of intestinal obstrua-tion and strangulated hernia have come under m'y observation
fron among the insane patients, the caployees or their families.

The seven cases that will be detailed represent four varietiesof obstruction usually met with, and are as follows: a volvu-lus, an intussusception, fecal accumulation, and adhesive bandsand three cases of strangulated hernia.
It may be said that a correct diagnosis, during the earlystages of obstruction, was rendered difficult in those occurring

among the insane, owing to their inisensitive condition anddelusional reasoning and that we had to depend almost entirely
upon a physical exanination.

CASE l.-Int.ssusceptio.-At noon on September 29th,1896, I was called to see the seven months' old son of one ofour attendants. . found himr well nourished and quite a sturdylittle fellow. According to the mother's statement the childhad had a fair-sized stool that norning, which, however, wassucceeded by an attack of vomiting together with evidences ofpain and restlessness and followed later on with mucus andbloody discharges from the rectum. Being in a hurry to getback to some operative work I had in hand I made a cursory
examination noticing only a sliglt bloody mucus discharge

**ead before the London Medical Association, o MondaV evt ning, April 9th, 1900.


