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of an inch. •He controlled this by examination of fibres from the
flexors of a normal adult forearn which varied froni 1-350 to 1-1000
of an inch.

lit is to be noted that Jfacoby from his en lcst researches; doubts
whether thesc 'mscle changes he rearded as peculiar to. Thomsen's
disease-a doubt \vhich may he horne in niind in the .considération of
its etiology.

Pathology.-Since Thomsen s day many thio s' have been of ed
to explain the condition'. .So fa'r ab the iwriter knows the nccropsy by
Dégérine and Sottas still remains the onlY one on record, so that ny
discussion can only be .speculatîive Thomsen's ow n view seems to have.
been that the affection was a neurosis, and he called special attention' to
the heavv incidence of neirvous diseasc in his faniily group.. . It. bas
been ascribed to a congenitaL faulty. developiment âf the- pyramida
tracts. Jacoby has. .egarded tlh disease as a congenitail malformation
of the ]muscular libres-each fibre containing too iiany sarcous ele-
ments-hncce the hypertrophy o fthe fibres, and the increased duration
of thcir contradictions. Danà says tlie disease is'probably a pmrimar
imuscular dystrophy. . There may be, howevcr,' a.'peculiar "defeet: in
innervation. resu[ting froni a congenital anonaly of flie' motor tracts;.
The views of Hale White are thus stated it wouldli appear that ach
individual affected is from his birth faultily constructed, so tbat some
of bis muscular fibres ail through his life,' grow abnormaily,: and in
consequence.of this abnormal .growth contract in an abnoimail manner.
This is more in harmony .wih whti we know of othi disease tihan to
beieve as Dégérine anti Sottas 'apparentlI do, tIat tlic bno mal con
traction 'of tle i'muscle leacls o its abnormmal growitih All who hae
written on te subject agree tat it isa disCase. soleli of the muscular
systein." (AlbutW's Systeih, l. 1905).

The writer yentures 'to dissent from. the' ist statenilt as the pos
sibility of the nervous' system ·being shously at anit seemns to be held
by a numuber of nmost competent observeis.

Hale White calls attention to .the similarity.of the ·niusclé tracings
in Tiomiisen-s disease to those induced in aninials poisoncd wih verit
and also to the wl :known experinents of IRiger and Sainblmry 'i h
phosphate of soda on curarnzed animals, fiomn whici it appears that the':
myotonie contractions produced on stimulation of the sciatie nerve are
due to the action of phosphate of soda on tic 'muscular fibres tlemselves.

Danilla in reporting a Russian case (1886), expresses the view that
it is a functional disturbance of .the cerebral psycho-motor centres.

Cook and Sweeten have suggested the following explanation of their


