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'Provide2 for the introduction of the nletric systemn int govern'nent use. The sentiment in
fa'vor of the metrie systeni is so far advanced in the British Empire that it is a question
M'hether we will flot be aniticipated iii its adoption.

" The expression of boards of trade, educational bodias and colonial govern mente, leave
no doubt but that England wuuld immediatcly follow as in the adonption of the nîatric
eystem should we be fortunate enough to first take the step.

" SCIENCx, 3Oth Marcli, 1906."

Sinion iNewcomb, wlio is one of the lcading iliathierntical sciciîtific aulthorities

'If the world, and in this capacity lias of ten represented the United States in inter

flational conferences, is a native of Nova Scotia.

THE WASrE OF ÏRITHMETIC.

ENoRmous AMouNu OF ENERGY CONSUMED IN UNNEÇESSARY CALcULATIONS.

[An Authoritative and laie Ganadioen Opinion.]

Prof. i%,ILenuian shows business inen the advantage of the Metrie SYsteni.
Two-thirds of a year in the life of every child Nvould be saved by the adoption of the

tflettic system of weighits and measures.'
,Snch is the estimate made by committees of iniquiry into flic subject'-an estimate

endorsad by Professor , u. McLeii'nan, of the University of Toronto, in an address to a

gathering of business men and others in the readiiig room of the Board of Trade yesterday
Rifternon-in Moutreal.

The address, which was given at the instance of the Depaitnient of Inland Revenue,
'Ottawa, showed the udvantage of the înctric systei over that of British weights and
tfleasures ;the relationship wbich metrie staiudarls of weights, measures, length aud capacity

'each hears te the other ;the facility with which arithinatival calcalations cani be made, and

the comparative ease with which commercial transactions can be carried out.
l'he examples whichi Mr. MNeLennani gave iii illustration of bis argument waere striking

'detuonstrations of the utility of the rnetric systeni. For, instance, lie showed the differeuce
ini the two systerns of reducing mneasures to a commuin denionistration, by flic following cal-
culations:

Metric system-Reduce to millimetres following distances
8 kilometre8 6 decimette%
7 hectomatres 1 centiniatra
8 decamnetres '2 mîlhînetres,
9 metres.

No calculation is necessary, flic answer heing 8,789,6112 millimet'es.
B3ritish system-Roduce to iuches the following distance

5 miles 3 yards
4 furlongs '2 feat
7 rods 9 inches.

Quite an elaborate calculation was nacessary befora the auswer Of 350,007 iiiehes was

btiîd It wvas the sanie with calculations to flnd the contents of a tank, the weight
'fwater in a tank, the pressure on the bottoui of a tank when flhled with water, the volumue

Of water that would bc displaced by such a tank if floated in a lake aud $0 or].

Among the reasous which the lecturar advanced for the t1netric sYs4tem in Canada aud the
Brjti,,h Empire geuerally were :

'lle metric systein of weightm and nîeasures, like Ouir systemn of notation in arithmetic,
lehich is unîversally adopteil by civilized nations, 18 a decinial systeni aud involves but the

8iliRle ration 10.' l'or this'reason, aIl reductions ini the system, are made with the minimum

ainoulit of labor, and with ne noe effect than that invoîved in the expressiou of a nunmber.
Teadv'antages cf the decimal systom iu the ceinlage aud mouey Of Canada are nîanifest, and

'ti3camdthat it weuld bie just as conveniielit te Uae a sinilar systemi in our weights and
Menssîres.


