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evidence of superior knowledge as soldieis, and whh a hitle pre-{to make it burdensome ; great cave should be tuken in this pait-
paration were ready to assume the duties an« responsibilities of | cular, as the cadet weanes of it when the novelty 13 past.”

the field and camp. They have more particnlarly cistingmshed| Mr. N. W. Taylor Root, w1 tus admirable book on School Amuse-
themselves as drill masters and thorough disciplinuriaus, the very j ments, fumishes practical testintony ¢ that it fosters habits of
around you proposed 1o cover in your articles it the N, Y. Tribune | promptuess, exactness, and unanimity of action ; teaches unplicit
of Nov.20. I have especially noticed, of late, the tactlity with |obedience to commands, erectness ol carriage, @ neat and clean

which_youth acquire miltary knowledge since the outbreak ot |
the rebellion, when the occasion seems to impress them more |
strongly with its importance.

Independent of the military availavility of youth thus |l|.$lrucled,}
the promptness aud precision that the system induces 1s apparent, |
A gimple sketch of the routine of dutics in a school over the mil-|
itary department of which I have the supervision, may mive an;
idea of its utility, as well g« its usefulness. This department |
is conducted in such a way as to make the military featuse,
an aoxiliary to the eclassical and preparatory. Part of two
days in each week is more especially devoled to military drili
and instruction, when the flag is raised on the flag-staff on the
parade ground with the roil of the drum, and the sunnse gun is
fired. At sunset it is fowered with the same ceremony by a file:
of boys, in charge of an officer, or non.commissioned officer. On
other days of the week a drill of about an houvr is held, in command
of the company officers,—always in presence of the Principal.
The uvtmost strictness is required in all the military features. The
¢« Assembly,”? when beaten for drill o. parade, occupies one
minute—immediately after, « full in> is given by the orderly,
when enfire silence is required. Boys being naturally playful,
much more care in these particulars is necessary than in grown
persons.  Z'alloo begins at 9 o’clock precisely, when the minute
of its duration expires every cadet is required to be m line for
¢ roll cally’? and the three squads, each in charge of an officer,
ate marched by flank to their quarters, (the whole not oceupying
more than two minutes.) They halt opposite their beds, and salute
their officer as he passes outlj—in five minutes the lights are
extinguished. Their elothing is uniformly arranged, and 1n such
way that if called up at night they can dress without lights and
without loss of time. The officer in command of each, being held
responsible for the condition of lus squad. The muitary 1nstructor

inspects at unexpected times, and directs the chiefs of squads to
report the result to the officer of the day, through whom ail reports,
to the Principal must be made at 9 o’clock A. M. each day. Reveil|
at day break, and they march by squads to wash room, where
twenty minutes is allowed for necessary ablutions, blackiug boots,
&ec., and then the march to the Assembly-room for « yoll call.”
Inspection of boots twice a week, at unknown times,

The squads for the mess-roonm march 1 ovder, filing each side;

|

appearitnce, and a gentlemanly and respectful behavior.”

twill thus be scen that a system of mfitary dnll has been
tested moralty and physically, in private schools, and found of
decided advantage.

Why should these benefits be dented to the pupils of Public Dr y
Schools ?

Why stoeld this vast defensive power be lost tothe Government ?

As a national wilitary necessity ; as a protection to the health
and constitutienal vizor of American youth; amd as a powerful
agent upon their moral behavior, their energy, self-reliance and
spint of enterprise, let Physical ‘Traming be engrafted on the course
of studies for all the pupifs educated at” the expense of the State.
Let us not hesitate at the magnitude of the undertaking, for 1t s
a necessity, and under proper regulations and restrictions can be
successinlly aud economicaily accomphshed.

The greatest difficuity to be surmounted is the snccessful work-
ing of a system at once applicable to the requirements ot a small
dustrict school, with a lnmited number of scholars, attending only
at certain seasons of the year, and of those of the larger cities, with
numerous schools, 1 which a great number are under instruction.

Let us commence at the foundation, 1n the Primary Schools.

The moment the chid enters the school care should be taken
that the mental exercises wiuch are given should be rehieved by
frequent 1nternussions for runmng and playing, under the super-
vision of the teacher. This we are glad to say 18 the case in very
many of our best primary schoolsy but 1t 1s when the child be-
comes*more advanced, when there are lessons to commit to me-
mory at home, that some simple physical exercises should be
tanght him every day ; exercises calculated to develop the growth
aml expand the muscles. The calisthentes recommended in Miss
Beecher’s work are excellent, simple, and easily fitted to the
limits of the school house. The report of Mr. W, H. Wells, Super-
intemdent of Public Schools for Chicago, for 1860, gives some in-
teresting particulars of simple exercises which have been attempt-
ed in that city,

There would be but Intle difliculty experienced m selecting
movements and gymuastics suitable for the strength and abiinty of
the classes of younger boys¢ and girls nnder instruction, provided
thie method was established as an imperative duty winch nust be
regularly put m practice, and that no Jack of mterest on the part

of the tables, face inward, and ¢« sit down? by command ; rise,|of teachers, or laziness of the pupiis would be accepted as an ex-
march out and break ranks, observing the same nulitary preci-cuse for non-comphance with the regunlation. We trust 1f Physi-
sion. ‘These variods duties are performed with pleasure and pride , cal Trawing is carried out in our system of education, that a care-
by the cadets, aml the same promptness and regularity 1s apparent , fully . prepared Manual of all kinds of exercises, embracing the

in every movement.

The armory and arms ate in charge ot a detail of four, aunl are
inspected in turn on the roll, each week, and reports are made of
disabled pieces, and the general condition of the arms and armory,
10 the officer of the day, and throngh him to the Principal. The

varivus reports are embodied into one, by this officer, so that the

Principal 1s not burdened with the details unless he calls for them.

Ocders are issued from time to time, by the Military Instructor,
and engrossed in a book, which is open for inspection of visitors,
announcing promotions, results of inspection, aund noting cases of
military merit an:l demerit, &e. Tlus has a tendency to sumulate
to exettion, and to efforts to avoid uniavorable notice.

Miiitary classes Ist, 2d and 3d, graduated according 1o mibtary
merit_are established, and promotions to them made after strict
examinations. All company officers are selected from the Ist class.

A class of Honor, consisting of members of the Fust cluss who
have escaped being reported for disobedience and ymproper con-
duct, is also formed. A given number of military demerits reduces
a cadet, and the badge which is worn on the left breast is taken
from him. He may, however, be reinstated.

Military demerits are punished by military penalties, i

Cadets are tavght to observe the position of the soldier when off
duty also; the benefit of this is very marked. When the machin-
ery is_properly set in motion, the labor generally attending the

minnti® of school duties is greatly reduced, and much more plea-{was passed directing the military dnll to be introduced iuto
. . ltion of the Public Schools of this city.
I have not entered into all the details, (and have given the mil-

suntly aud thoroughly performed.

itary only) but enough to give a general ilea of the plan adopted
by the school. There are different modes n use in other schools.
Some_partaking more of the military, and some less. 1 think
there is danger, often, of feo much military being cugralted so as

j mihitary drill, will be compiled for the use of schools; in a word,
a text-book to which our teachers can turn with confidence to find
exercises suitable for all classes of pupils.

From the Girls and Primary, we pass to the Boys Grammur de-
pariments, for which we propose military exercises, as being the
most economical and advantageons for public schools ; for tactics
.maneuvre large bodies in 2 small space, in an orderly manner,
whereas gymnasiums are loo expensive, and can not be made
large enough to accommodate many scholars at once. This opens
,to us our most difficult, but at the same trme most useful, fiek! for
prompt and energectic action.

Suppose we take for an example onc of our large cities.
The lower and female depariments having simple physical exer-
cises in use, it is wished to introduce mulitary exercises into the
grammar schools. Let us see how simply it can be organized,
and how far it is possible to extend these studies if desiced.

i The following nteresting lelter from the Mayor of Bangor, will
ishqw th]c movement in that city, an example well worthy of being
imitated.

City oF Baxcor, 2
i Mayor’s Office, Dec. 21st, 1561,
; Dean S :—1In reply to yours of the 19th inst., 1 would say that,
j upon my recommendation, through a communication I made to our
City Council, on the first Monday of the present month, an Order

a por-

I had given the subject some thought and investization, and was
prepared to recommend the adoption of the drill for the physical
iraining, no less than for the military instruction it might impart.
The prevalent idea that education consists in training the intellect
only, is gradually becoming superseded by the more rational theo-



