
Religiozis Conversation.

Icss just and holy, the less merciful
and compassionate, when you are sick,
and poor, and distresscd, thaîi wbien
you are in lhcalth, and ricli, and pros.
perous? lias that wondrous fouui-
tain of tife and blessedness been dried
up ? Have tiiose Il living waters" of
salvation ceascd to flowP

Ah! you hiad forgotten that it -%vas
in God you were to, rejoice. You
have been trying to rejoice in soi-ne
Ibroken cisterns," and no woîîder

that you find it liard to rejoice always;
for there is little in earthly possessions
to causejoy even whlle they are yours;
and whien they take to theinselves
lvin.g3 aîid fly away, wliat hiave you
left ?

God is lteft; and in him you can
aIways rejoice. You can rejoice thiat
H-e reiýqns; that his perfect and bless-
ed will shall be accomplished by mien
on earth, and augets in heaven, and
wicked spirits iu liell. You eau re-
joice thiat you are in his bauds; that
every event of your tife is ordered by
him, and that lie wvill hide you under
the shadow of his wings, and keep
you as the apple of his eye. You
can rejoice that lie is, and wilt always
remain, uucbiangeably great, and glo
rious, and happy; that whatever may
becomne of ail created beings, notwith-
standing ail the sin and mîsery whicbi
exist in the universe, there is still one
Bcing who is absolutely and spotlessly
holy; who is holineqs, and trutlb and

'love. And when yoni have gazed at
thisgiorious Being, titi one perfection
afteranothcrbursts upon you in bold-
er radiance, eachi for a moment sccm-
ing to swallow up the others, and then
'ail bleuding in one soft flood of daz-
zling ligbit, you will be prepared to
join in -the exulting exclamation of
the Psalmist," I1 will praise thce, 0
Lord, with mvy whole heart; I wiii
show forth thyý marvellous works. I
will be glad and rejoice in thee: I
will siug praise to, thy nauxe, O thon
nîost High."-Boçton Recorder.

RELIGIGUS CONVERSATION.
Persons taiking abundautly and

very ferveutly about the thiugs of re-
ligion, ean be an evi(tence of no more
than this, tlhat tliey are very mnuel af-
ftcted wîth the things of' religion ?
but this inay be wvithout any grace.
'[bat whlicbl mon arc greatly alctd
witb, wh'iIc the bigh1 affection Iasts,
thiey wvill be engagcd about, and wilt
be likely to show tliat carnestness in
their tatk and bebiaviour; as the great-
er part of the Jewvs in att Judali and
Galilee (bd for a whiile, about Johin the
Baptist's preachiîng( and( baptism,
whien tbiey were wvilling for a season
to rejoice lu bis liglit; a rnigty stir
w'as inadu aIl over the land, aîid anioug
ait sorts of l)Crsous, about this great
prophet and bis ministry. And so
the mnultitude, iii like manuer, oftcu
manifested a great earnestucess, a
migbty cn<ragedîîes of spirit, iii evr
thing that wvas externat, about Christ,
bis prcaching and miracles, bcing as-
tois/wd ai /ds doctrine, anon witlijoy
rc3iving Mue ivord. They followed

iim sometimes uiglbt and day, teaving
meat, drink, and sleep to heâ'r hlm;
once they followed hlm into, the ivil-
derness, fassting three days goiug to
hiear hlmi; sometinies extolling him to
tbe clouds, sayingé, ' Neyer nian spake
like this umn!' bcing fervent and
earuest in whiat they said. Butw~hat
did these tbings coule to, in the greai.-
er part of theni?

A person i..ay be over full of talk
of lus own experieuces; failing upon
it evcry wliere, and iu all coinpauies;
and whlen so, it is rather a dark sign
than a good one. A tree that is over
fuîll of leaves, seldoni bears nîncili fruit.
And a cloud, tlioughi to appearanice
very pregnant and fuit of water, if it
brings with it over miuch wind, seldoni
afrords miucb rain to tie dry and thirs-
ty cartb; wvbich very thing the Holy
Spirit is pleased several tinues to make
use of to, represent a great show of re-
ligion witb the mioutti, witbout an-
sivcrahie fruit iii the life, I>rov. xxv.1 4.,


