
EVANGEJICAL RELIGION

increase tili tlîey beliold Ilitti in whom
tlîey ivili rqjoicc throuighou t eteru ity.

1-ure, then, is the religion wlîiclî
brings us to Goasrsus of our
reception of pardton nt bis hands,-
raqes oîîr consciences of a sense o."
deserved punislinent,-aiid instructs
us in the knowledge of thec Divine
will. Tell us, 3'e wise muen, whiat tlwrc
i% in ail this te lead us to inelanciioly.
Does net religion, instead of creating
gloom, even in the estimation of rea-
Sur), 611l the soul with a pleasure of
whlîi phi!osophy neyer dre-tmt, and
which the votary of mere Nvorldly
amusement cannot possib1l' enjoy ?

The religion for which we contend,
is flot the enthusiasîii of which %ve so
oftcn hiear, but is fnunded on a volume
that affords a thousand proofs, of its di-
vinity. Hence it is frcqueritly spoke*
of as being the exercise. of' $'aîth, or

UIl h belief ofthe truth.' A:A whiat
is thiere in the Bible that is caleulated
te make us unhappy ? Were the
Gentile nations, who werc invol'ed
in the thick gloom, of moral darkncsq,
hiappier tha> we are; or are the parts
cf the globe wliere idolatry and super-
stition nowv go-ern nien, mûre blessed
thari those who possess the Scrip-
tures? Does net the Bible prote an
emnent blessing tù the, world ? But
for this, inii vat a state must wve have
remained! 41 Iow ignorant o' God 1
Hiow exposed te the (lezign of 0cr
spiritual focs! How awfully gloorny
and uneritain the prospect of anoi ier
wvorld i Low sublime are the doctrines
taught us by tlis saced volume!
What a revelation of niercy does it
make 1and what a world of eternai
glory and happiness doeï it reveal for
ail who believe in its facts; set their
love on its Aulthor; and wvalk ini the
ways lie has marked out!L

It is true that Infidels have objeet-
ed to the Bible, but for what reason ?
Because it opposes their sins,-it
Ahews the in.separable crinrictio> be-
tir'cen arî~g&~in d uiîrcr.
-it deelare-, man tu be: In il iosi andI

ruinc(l state, and invites hini, as a
guilty sinner, to thc cross of' Christ
f'or p:o.Noxv it is truc that there
is soînething in ail this vcry humbling
to a prond ard camnai heart; thiere is
much to destroy tic happiness which
mcii are seeking; and tit a change
takes place in the heart, tili a man is
begotten, again by the exercise cf
faitlî in thc word of truth, lie rniurst
reinain unhappy. But let hini exaîn-
ine the evidences èf this book, let h iiia
receive it as the word. of -ýehovalî,
and what a change doe% lie experi-
Ience ? Every doctrine ini the saced
volume gives liim plasure, bccausýe
it shews him, the grace of God pro-
viding for luis ,alvation, his purity,
and bis joy ; every fact it records is
an attestation that tisey 1-ho arc op-
posed] to God aie iis*erable; whilei
those who erJay lii, t'riendship sec ail
the events oflbis providence conspir-
iîîg for tthuir good; every propheecy
'yielcls hirn happiincss, because whfle
&&it confirrns, the truth Uic more," lue
secs ail the perfce.*ions of De~ity en-
gaged ini tic fülfiljment of luii word ;
evèry miracle incr eases bis conufidenîce,
f'or it displays the Creator opposing
and overturzuing the laws cf nature to
add te the ûrnÎoymnents of Lis people;
every inuvitation makes hiin happy,
t>eeause it draiws }uim nearer te the
source of fehlicity, andruiakes hlmr wel-
corne te drink with holy ,joy eut of
the u~ells ofs;alvation; verv proinise
affords hitn encouragement amidst
the trial, of lif'e, gives Jii peace in
the înidst cf confusion, and affords,
the promise of unspeakable and eter-
ual bliss beyond the grave. And is
not the beliefo cthei Bible t.hen calcu-
laied to make us lhappy ? If it bc
riot, what is ?

For bast. it not a tendency te 611 us
i'ith thc noblest and purest pleasure,
te have a flood of cetestial liit
throîvn upon our patu, t.bat %ve niay
kxuoîv the nature, the ciunracter, and

di may to eli îy the fricadî&-i (il'
1), itv- ? I)î, uîot tilt boi rejowe ill


