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the existence of these supernatural cases, and the miracul-
ous nature of their cure.

One of the main features of such cases would be the
manifestations of insanity. The very being of the afihicted
persori would be taken possession of by the evil spirit; anid,

asconsequence, ail his actions would be perverse, wicked,
abnorrnal, and insane. The person would act violenbtly ; he
would injure lis own body or that of another; lis language
wouild be coarse and obscene. On the expuilsion of the evii
spirit, the person becornes clothed in his right mind, he be-
cornes rational and docile, he becomes hirnself again, when
he would ablior such actions as had been perforîned duriiîg
the period of possession and its accoxnpaniying mental dis-
turbance.

But it has been argued that, these cases are examples
of insanity, where 'the persons thought that some evil spirit
dwelt within them; and, when addressed, replied as if it
was this evil spirit that spokie within themn. We ieet with
insane persons now who think they are the Lord, or a great
king, or such like, and speak accordingly. Such a ground,
however, would not do away with the miraculous character
of an instantaneous cure. Persons with sucli delusions now-
a-days are well nigh hopeless, and do not, under treatmnent,
recover suddenly. But this view of these cases is set aside
by the dual nature of the spirit elemnents. -When the spirit
is cast forth, the man is stili Ieft xvith his ovin spirit. riake
the case of the herd of swine. Surely Jesus would neyver
work a deception for its effects! In this case the duality is
unmistak.teably clear. The evil spirits are driven out, take
possession of the swine, and leave their victimns. Now, if
the above view be correct, that these are cases where the
persons were under the delusion of possession, and s0 spoke
and acted, then Christ caused the swine to become possessed,
and drowned them by a miracle to produce a false impres-
sion. The whole event is beyond the power of man; and
the ide, of a, deception being practiced is inconsistent with
the character of our Lord. We are therefore shut up to the
conclusion that there were evil spirits apart from the spirits
of the victirns. I see no possible means of escaping from
this deduction. The vievi, therefore, that these cases viere
înerely the delusions of the insane thernsel-ves cannot be

427


