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time have told less unfavorably, froin the Chiristian point of view, upon
the Arabs of Arabia than upoit the scattercd but probably equally nmir.
ous portions of the race in North Africa. Romaulsin with its idolatry, oi,
the one band, and the scepticismn and atheoisi whichi arc the reaction frontî
it, on the other, are the only forîns of rcligious opinion, under the gelneral
nainle of Cliristiaîîity, -%vhich the Arabs of North Africa have been ac-
quaintcd wvit1. The one they contemptuously rejeet, but the other i
secretly spreading among the more culturcd classes, cspecially iii Algra
and Tunis, iwhere French education is rapidly extending, and the state of
mmid it produces is cren more unfa-ivorable to the reception of the 4trîîth
thail the miost fanatical formis of Mobamumnedanisin.

The isolation of Arabia bas to a grcat extent prcserved it front tilese
forins of error, while thiere lias been nothing wvithuîî the borders of thce
peninsula itscif to strengtiien or resuseit.ate faith, or effcctually to COlnIer.
act the disititegtrating forces of sectariaxi division, Persian pciai*
thoîîglit, and, more perbaps titan cither, the indifférence te ail religiolls
questions, wvhichi seexus, according to sonte authorities, to, be a cbaracteristic
of the race3 and '%vich lu the case of t.le' Bedouin is said to have led evett
Mollainîuied, t despair of their conversion. In point of fact, Islail fr,
the very first seenas to have takzen far less hold upon the Arabs thaîî îniglt
be supposcd. lrImmdiately after the dcath of its founder a greneral revoit,
froin bis tcachings took place, and for centuries the popular religion ses
te have becn littîe more than scmi-paganisni. M7aha-beism, 'vhichl Ias
an atteînipt to reinistate the religion of the prophet by bis favorite vep,tP,,
the sword, lias failcd egrcgiously, and is nowv iu tle last stage of decar.
The Aralis romnain Mobiammiedans simply because they know of notbin.z
better ; fanatical in some parts, doubtful and bewildered la others, DOI
because they have rejected the Gospel, but because the'y have never hecard
it. The ]3cdouin, constituting perbaps a fourth or fifth of the popultirn,
are for the inost part Mohaimedan only in naine, observing the p)rescribcd
forîns in the neigliborhood of towns, but speedily casting thecin aside on
regaining the desert. Yet there are mca ainong thein not without rever.
cnt thouglits of thne Creator, derived from the contemplation of Ilis wvorks,
tliotughts ivicb, according te IPaliner, take sometimes the forin of Solenit
but simple prayer. A miissionary who somne years ago spent niore iant
two mionthis witbi one of these tribes, living with tihe Sheikh, and acconi
panying theiin in thecir wvandcrings froin pasturage Wo pasturage, fond
theman iilling tholugh not particularly interested listeners, and sinnulary
atnnenable Wo the Word of God as the oue authority in Inatters of faith,
The Shcikli, seeing tbat the missionary disliked travelling on the Sandar,
inuired flic reason, and wiliingly aecepted the word of thec Book as de.
cisive upon tine point, and indecd upon every other point, and froin dtà
tinie tino tribe never miarched upon tise Sabbath. llow sad it sens dta
so fcw of the race bave as yet corne under tihe sound, of tise Gospel!

In the citics and towns there is, of course, a more rigorous obsecrne
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