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the Himalayas, or in the valleys of Korea, will be unheard and unheeded
by those whose hearts are so electro-plated with greed that they have the
ring of metal, and answer only to the touch of money. Of course missions
do not pay, if ‘“ pay’” means compensation to avarice, appetite, ambition,
or any form of temporal sclf-interest and self-emolument. Missions are
not a mint to coin sovercigns. Missions at home no doubt *‘ pay.”” To
evangelize London’s millions applies healing salve to festering ulcers upon
the body politic ; to raise the condition of any great city guards the safety of
our homes, life, liberty, property, temporal peace and prosperity, and pulls
up anarchy by the roots. To cvangelize the most remote districts of
America’s ““ great West” likewise ‘¢ pays ;" the returns are sure, though
the harvest may take longer to ripen.  Men who care nothing for the cross
promote facilities for normal growth and healthy devclopment in the re-
motest members because it helps the commonwealth ; and it needs little
thought to sce that a thorn in the farthest extremities of the body inflicts
such a pang on the whole body that the whole body stoops and bends,
bringing every other member into service to pluck it out. And, therefore,
city missions and all home work within our own borders appeal, more or
less, to conunercial enterprise and selfish ivstincts.

But mark the difference ! A plea for South Sca camnibals or African
Hottentots ; for vhe half-idiotic Cretins of the Alps or half-brutal Maoris
of New Zealand ; for the stupid Esquimaux, or the stupefied opium smokers
of China ; for the chattering human baboons of Patagonia or the aboriginal
barbarians of Australia ; for the far-off Corcans or the exclusive Lama-
worshippers of Thibet—an appeal for nioney and men to help uplift and
save these needy souls has no hold or grip on selfish and unsanctified
human nature. To give money for such a parpose is putting it into a bag
with holes, never to sce it again or any good from it.  So, at least, say
worldly-minded disciples.

We join no issue here.  Missions to the heathen seldom do show ade-
quate results in one generation. It is doubtful whether God means they
shall. He puts before us this work as the most unselfish in which we can
engage, and nearcst in motive and spirit to that which brought our Re-
deemer to this earth.  The spirit of missions is the Spivit of Christ because
its essence is unselfishuess ; it gives to those from whom we cannot hope
to receive, and bids to the feast those who cannot bid us again.  Whoever
Ly prevailing prayers, consecrated gifts, or personal work sets up the
hanner of the cross upon Satan's citadel, amid Brahmans and Buddhists,
Confucianists and ¢ confusionists,” Mohammedans and Jews, Parsees and
Papists, fetish-worshippers and devil-worshippers, must, first of all, have
the mind of Christ far enough to be emptied of self. He must humble him-
self and be obedient unto death ; the carnal must dic if the spiritual is to
live ; the miser expires when the inissionary is born ; he who would save
others, himself he cannot save,

It is utterly vain to try to prove to i selfish soul that it pays to give
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