L uong the fivelty, awd worse than fvolity, of the age, never.
L es dulv and houly eomttbnte to the unseluet, without any
Loparent cutisciousness ol mcon‘-‘iﬂcl{(‘y, iwis dxll':i(.'ult to eaplam.
\ person establishes, perhaps, one of thse hbraries for the fust
L e country town. e supplcs the younger and less busy
Lt af its mfiabitants with a source of morai myary from which
erto they bad been exempte "The airl who, tll new, possessed
e views of bie, he teaches to dream of the extravarances of
oo he Lanilianizes her deas wiih mtnzue and licentionsness
wins her disposation for tational pursuts 3 and propares her,
o be, for @ victm of debauchery. These evils, o such as these,
aflets, nut upon one or two, but upon as many as he can ; and
Lt this person favs Ins head upon his pdiow, asaf, in all this, he
s ot offending agamst virtae or ayamnst man!—Dymond's
sy

MOTHER'S BEPARTMENT.

Parental Care.

Much dopends on jou in consequence of the great and
i ranent wfluence of carly training.  The trees of the forest, the
s of the ficld, wnd the birds of the air, are susceptible of this
hidience. A voung tree may be tizined in almost any shape.
And how much may be efiveted by early traming on the brute
reation and the feathered tribes?  Blephants and horses have
ntauzht to parform act ons that seeaned almost hke the efiects
- reasm. Dogs are instructed to assist their master in sporting,
o pant out and feteh their game 5 thicves have taught them to
<, .5 farmers train them to wateh their ucks, and, 1 some cases,
(i brng their cattle from the ficld.  Hawks have been trained to
st the fowler in catching other birds.  While so much may be
eiizcted by early training, cven on the brute creation, how much
more important must be its influence on children, possessed of ra-
tonal pow ers—powers so mnuch more susceptible of receiving and
ntanung instruction !

In aldition to all these considerations, the Scriptures mauke
tiully evident that much depends on parents.  Parental care and
timng are there represented as of high importance. ‘Their in.
fincers descrnibed as very beneficial, and as approved by God ;
wnd the neglect of parental duty as very hurtful, and as abhorred
Swhm o God said of Abraham, ¢ ] know him, that he will com.
rand s chnldren and his houschold after him, and they shall keep
vrway of the Lord, to do justice and judgment 5 that the Lord
war bring upon Abraham ‘that which he had spoken of him,”
e, xviie 19, And as Avraham would excrt such an influence
o ms descendants, God honoured him by not hiding from him,
22t he was about to do, Gen. xviii. 17, On the other hand, God's
eglasure was strongly mamfested against Lli, bicause he re.
irsed not the wickedness of his children ; but mstead of exert.

{8
=1 iss authotity as @ purent and a judgze, gently compluined of
tar wickedness, in the casy, and ahmost indifferént style of many
f2d and foolish parents. < Why do ye such things? for I hear

e report that I hear,” 1 Sam. ii. 23, 21 “‘Thourh himsdf a
pousman, of hrm God said, I wall preform against BEh all things
ich | have spoken concernmg his house : when 1 begm, 1 will
Lomike an end. For I e told lum that T will judge his
1~se for ever for the iniquity which hie knoweth 3 because hus sous
=ede themselves vile, and he restrained them not. And therefore
+2 [ sworn unto the house of I, that the miguity of Eli's
-3 shall not be purged with sacr.fice nor offering for cver,” 1
0 m. 12—14 HHow awful were these denunciations, mcurred
rether by the neglect of parental dutics!  While God honour-
¢ Abmbam, ana thus frowned on Eli, he testified that much,
%7 much, as to what cluldren become, depends upon their par-
28
Tae views now presented might be confirmed by reference
‘el mall ages.  In innumerable instances, have pious parcnts
“athe means of truning up their children for God and happi-
s and from gencracon to genceration, religion has descended,
=t like an heirloom, from parent to child. On the contrary,
wher instances, past number, the wickedness of parcats has
scted over again by their children, and then agam by theirs.

- O reader, forget not that whether your children shall he
f'iﬁd and saved, or cursed and lost, for cver, depends ina great
e upon you.

A consideration of solemn importance, in conncxion with

v Your evil doings by all this people. ~ Nay my sons, for it 18 no

- B - 1
S thus sin and misery have cominued to flow on from age to
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the preceding statements, s farnhed by the D, that it net on'y
rests with you to tram up vour chuldron i the way they should go,
but that God has cnttusted them to you for this very parpose.
< Chiddren are an hentage of the Lotd,? Paas eaxvren 35 they are
his gift, not the product of chanee, “Plus tratostepeatedly tanght
i the sacred volume, Ghoue v, 1205 xve 35 xve. 25 aav, 21
xxx 1,25 1 Sam 10d, 115 Paie exme 95 Laeern, 24, 25, Lvery
ot of vour cluldron s o Ueasng, comumttod tayour care by God;
an numental bemg, that may glondy and ey Gad o dver, s
entiusted, m the first stage of existenee, to vour management, [f
any one reccves an mportant tust om an cathly sovereyn, lus
tespousibility conneeted with a treastre 1ceen ed i trust., not from
uien, but God ! Il was a wicked servant, wio hd fus one
pound ma napkin, Luke axe 204225 how nueh more wicked
15 he who negleets such a trust s a child, pussessed of a deathless
spirit, worth more than mountams of sthver und gold!  But this
seevant carefuily preserved his one pound, theugh he unproved it
not.  Wicked as he was, had he wasted hislord's inoney, he would
have been more wicked.  What then is the greatness of that
parent’s guilt, who having a child entrusted to i by God, instead
of teaching that clnld to love and serve the Lord, trams him up,
by example, 1f not by preeept, to serve Satan, and to pensh for
~ver! Millions of parents are thus unfaithful to the trust God
cormunits to thenme  Weuld you be thus unfaithful / You tremble
at the thought.

‘Tie responsibility of pareuts is increased, by God's cntrust.
ing their children to tha, when most susceptible of receiving the
mnpress of the mould into which they are cast.  fle commits them
to you, when the character 1s most “ductile, and the mind most
docile.  So much is tlus the case, as to little children, that the
Lord represcuts it as a pecubir excelleney, in which lus disciples
must become hke them, ¢« Exeept ye be converted, and become
as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heawen,”
Matt. xvui. 3. Whatcever else in bntle children” he designed his
disciples to copy, duublless thur teachablencss espeeially deserves
intation. By the way, it may be observed, God requires such a
docile and confiding disposition in all his children. What they
have to do, m reference to doctnine and duty, 1s to ascertain what
their Father has declared in his word, and to recave ail he declares
simply on his authority.  Were Gud to entrust your chidren to
you, to be trained up for him, m the state of mind which exists m
the uninstructed at filteen and twenty, it might be a very difficult,
and all bt impossible task.  But thus 15 not the case. "I'hey are
entrusted to you at a tue when you may connnunicate thar car-
licst mpressions; may  teach thaar carhiest lessons; and before
otiiers can endeavour to pervart thens iney employ a thousand cfforts
to irm thum agamst all sducas @ to instamp holiness upon their
chiarzcters, and to fix thar hearts on God. You have the first op-
portunity of exerting an inilucnce over thar wmfant minds.  Aund
with tiis, You possess many other advantages.  Your cluldren love
vou.  In trouble they fice to their parents, s ther best friends.
They desire to plaase you. Howdver httle panonts may know,
their infunt cluldren csteam tham oracles and models of ‘wasdom.
That a father or mother made an asscrtion is, with a hitle chuld,
sulicicnt anthorty, for the most absurd and incredible stateme nts.,
Lot a father tell lis hule child, that the house they inhalat was
bt by a fish, that swam from the sca, and bronght the mater:als
fun his back, and the child would brhieve imy with hun it would
be sufficient authonity, that 1t was asseited by s tather. Intherr
" earliest aze, and m Uus coufiding state of mind, God cntrusts vour
Vehildren o you. e fuciditates your duty, but cnbances your obit.
, gaticns and responsibidity, by the ductinty of thar minds, and the
tdocility of thiir dapasitions.” And he roquures you, thus assisted on
onc hand, and placed i a moze suicmn situation on another, to
texcite in their breasts sacred feclngs, and to conumuticate to than
salutary instructions.

God confides your children to you, not only when the best
impressions may most casily be made upon the heart,but in the
, most imporaint stage of thar cxistance. In childhond or youth
!the character is usually formed, not only for_time, but clermity.
. Etcrnity amidst its strange, ummagined scenes, through the im-
mensc period of endless duration, will present no season so impor-
tant, in many views, as the present stage of your children’s cxis.
tence.  In tius ife it must be deterinmed what they are to be, and
“where they are to be for ever.  And, in all hkelihood, while under
your carc, their character and state wili be fixed for hfe. Thus
their existence through all ctermity, may, most probably, take ns
“colour and its charucter, as holy and happy, or smful and nuscra.
. ble, from what they arcn the few carly ycars of mortal life.  The
. character borne in the clerna! world, will continuc for cver the




