
ON, WaE;Srîýu Tolu Scauruitrs.

practicc thesc riglits ; ni as a jusi recmpeice, you
tre yourscl'cs the first who are oliligrd bittrly tu
fei thc citonts nt indcendency ruade hy uisest yoting
asitacrais- Il is xiat tisat wc sec through a dsirkc,îed
glass in psssing sa Severn a sentence uipon thse youtli
cf the prcsent day. Only go from lieuse te hosa.,
freint checi te seheel, ind lisîcît te chat whii passe.%
thsc, and you Witt convince yessrseivee tIsat our coin-
plaint is an univcrsM onc, uticred tic niost loity
by the parents and tcichers thcielvcs. Vie evil
and poisonous mildcw lies uopoî cite langutshing plis.-
tation of the rising generation ameongst sus. Tite
inmost kernel is reucen-thie reet is gnnwtcdl. Tlîey
are a bald and obstinate race, destituueofceliildlikcness,
and for thc nîast part initintcd, evein t teir infanîcy,
ieto ail the mystcries cf abomnsation and ungodi-
ssess; ie the sight of whom it ne longer accura se
any one that "of sacs is the kiîîgdens cf lîcaven."
A race wlîo are strangers te every tlîing like filial
obedience, medest subjectieui, and tender respect fer
parents and stuperiors; whe mock ai the lkitiness
with which we would gladly tend and dircct tîeni,
ansd rise ins mbellious defiance agitinst severity. Ycs,
they are ini general a race who ne lenger regard any
thing as sacred, or as enjeining respcts,or corswianding
reverence. In the lewer classes thcy arc base, vulgar,
andi licentious ; in the higiser, înerally unnervcd, en-
tirely pervadeti by dccit, andi foui of intoierable and
abstirdiy haughty presuimption. Geti be merctful te
tisat perioti fer whieh, this generation, is ripenin,
Brcthress, the feundatiens of the anîiCliristian king-
dem are laid; they arc depositcd in ste licarts of eur
chiltiren 1 The mac cf sin eed ecly shiako thse tree
of the nations, and his disciples wiit fait, like ripe
fruit, into his iap andi his armns. The fig trec putteth
forth leaves; tise scanner is nt hand. Vie Lerd bave
rnercy upon us, ansd prevent the approaching destruc-
tien. Ka'ambuacsEus.

OIV WfESTING THSE SCRiPTS3RES.

Tîsere is alinost nothing in the iîistory cf the
world mare reunurkable titan thse preservatien of
the sacreti books, and their transmission te our
tiines. Neihicg can show se clearly the protect-
ing hanti andi piovîidesce cf Gesi, as the fBct that
tisese records siseulsi have escaped tise ceietleass
bazarda te which tlîey were expaseti amid the dark-
neas cf antiquity, the assaults cf barbarisin, thse
cenvulsions of empires, and thse centests cf
churches andi opposite parties. Andi Nvliat is still
mare wonderfui, these holy books have cerne down

te sîs, neot ly Ontire, but also pure 1, ccurcdl, ý
it %vero by an invisible but Ainiiglity lisous frc.
every staiiio e rrer andi corrupîtion.

But whle the providence cf Gesi bas guarde
'3e compietely against titis source cf errer-l,
corruption of thîe ward itself ; thea perverse nusj
or tiait lins dcvised a nietsos cf delusian bartu:
legs dangerots-tite nlisinterpretatton cf thse tn
cred books. Ilcw rnaiîy wrest thsescriptures te su.
tlheir own eclicine-,, asndt please Ilîcir own faitci
tlsey afix te iuem ncauings wisich iisey thert
selves, liet the IIoly Spirit, devisesi ; tliey profet
te rendter a kieti cf hisanage te the score words az
syllasises, wMoite tise truthS anti doctrineIs cire dl.
spisesi and rojectesi.

Even in thîe earlie4t; tilles cf the Cisrigtia:
clîurch, tItis disiortion cf thse word cf (.od lied bct
gue. St. Peter tells us cf sotte false teacîce
wvio tîsus wrested or pervertesi tise Epistles of S:

Pan)l. The wvord employeti is deriveti from us
torture, by moes cf whiclî, accerding te t!:
barbartous practice cf ancient tines, confessioa
wvere extorteti frein suipposeti crmminais, and iLu
formation procureti frein witeesses. Dy thcsi
engines ofitorment the unhappy victîrna wercofte:
forced tea peak what tlsey knew was nat tise truih
but Monat tiîcy hopeti would please their termentert
anti procure relcase frein their pain.

The wvord cf Goti is pervertoti chielly ins tlîreu
svays : By misinterpretation ; by drawing erroe.
eus inferences andi conclusions ; andi by mi6applý
cation.

i. 1liinitrpsretatios.-There is lsardly a doc.
trine wlîich lias net been explained away, or a:
lettet deprivedl of ail its glory anti power, by the'
misinterpretatien of tise terms in which scriptîtt
hae revealesi it. WVhat doctrine is se plainir
taught, as the Deity cf our Lard; yet liow esgeri.,
have some endeavered to show tisat this bas m~
place ie the Bible ; tisat when Chist is cisiles! God,
it iis net meant that ho is really God ; that whert lie
is saiti te, pesess supreme powc,, wisdom, ave
sovereigety, ne sucis thing is intendeti. Agais,
hew piairoiy is tise doctrine of t,-. ztonement taughi
in scripture ; yet hew strongly have saine coa-
tended that Christ muade no Mtolleinent fer humis
gulît ; tisat In@ deatis was moerely a nsattyrdom ; aný
tisat ail the terras emplayeti te express hiG death ai
sacrifice, ransom, ofléring, propitiation, are mere
figures andi metapisors. Thse assertion cf aur Lord,
"&Except a mai be bore again, lie ceenot enter tht
kingdom cf Iteaven," lias aise been placet in th£
tank of unmeaning metaphers, and explaineti Is
signify ne more tisen soe reformatien cf the cos.
duct. Tise law spoken of in the Epistie ta tIX


