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disbelicve. Al thus with many the doctrines of
the Bible are driven away into furgetlulness, or
rejecterd as without foundation,  Even apart from
the decisions of a judgment day and the fite of
eternity, there are many reasons connected with
this life, which would inclme a wicked man to de-
ny thefuith,  Ishe the slave of some criminal
pleasure 2 It must be abandoned hefore he can
become @ real chrietinn,  But how can he repent
of that of which he is fond, or rehnquish that
which forms his favorite enjoyment 7 1t 1 nmwuch
easier and more expeditious to doubt or deny the
Bible ; and this, for 2 time at least, sets Ins con-
science free.  Is he engngedin some dishonest bt
profitable traffic? T'lus must be abandoned if he
become a real christian.  \What a blessed perad-
venture were the Bidle untrue, and no future rec-
koning ! Imight pursuc this lucrative, maney
making course, althongh a little crooked, and my
gains would continue to augment without any dan-
gerof their cating like a canker. Ishallatleast defer
the examination of the question until some future
period. But if christianity be true,this conduct will
only increase the bitterness of & future repentance ;
for it commands reparation for fraud, and the res
titution of il! gotten gain.  Ah! this is strictucse
witha vengeance. \Why, it leaves no loop-hale
for thetransgressor | No-—noue.  Thea it is ca-
sierto deny such a religion than to practise it.
Yes ; casier for a wicked man—lut ab, not so
safe ! But the danger is tuture ; the pleasure is
near 3 we will therefore cmbrace the pleasure
though forbidden ; and, thus the love of iniquity
makes muuyan infidely and s the universal cause
of that neglect and indifierence with which true re-
ligionis treated in the woild,

5. T shall advert only to one other frequent
canse of rel givus mdifivrence, verguyr to unbe-
licf, and that is, the want of zn experimental
“knowledge of its truths. A general convietion
that the Bibleis a revelation from God, is not
christian faith 5 yetit torms the whole amount o!
many aont’s chnstianity.  Saving fith aplies
theaffectionate consent of the heart as well as the
unhesitating  submission off the wnlerstanding,
And unless these are coimbined the moral wiiuence
of the gospel can never be experienced, nor canut
be heartily acknowledged as the power of God and
the wisdum of Guds  Ifman were purely an .-
tellectual being, he would be made 2 Chnistian by
the conviction of his understanding.  Butas iic 1s
also amoral being, his will must be sabdued, and
his aficctions won to the practical dutics which
flow from admitted doctrines.  This Mustrates
these two niost impariant truths (=411 any man
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will do tay will, he shall know of the doctrine,
whethier it beot’ God 37 sl aisain, ¢ by that be-
lieveth hath the wituess iz himselt)?  Live the
chnstlan’s life, and yvon will have the evidence
withn yourself of’ the heavealy origin of the christ-
an's fnth,  Meditate apon yonr present know-
ledge unbl ot purify  your ‘heart and regolate
your hie.  Andas your holiness becomes perfeeted
your mnd wall take a clenrer and more compre-
hienswee view of vevenled trath; new jpoints ra-
diant with celestial ight, well be caustatly stat-
mg up before theeye ; and though in ths imper-
tect state of our extstence darkness will continue
to rest upon a great part cf' onr mental horizor,
you will be assured and grateful that such rays
are vouchsafed as may guide you securely toa
blessed 1nmortahty.

In cenclnsion, hrethiren, permit me to urge upon
you this consideraticn that religion is a matter
respecting which yon cannet sufely be either un-
concerncd or in doubt. Iff Ged has spoken to
man, the cvidence wust be complete, and the dis -
coveries monzentens 3 and it must be eriminal not
to inquire, aud dungerous net to he settled.
Come then, in the tear of Godd, in 2 candid spirit,
with the fove of goodness, and the Bible will not
shrink from your examination. It will manifest
the siens ofits divinity as clear as exterral nature
docs tire eternal power and Godhead of its Cren-
tor. Ly the divine blessing it will mould your
sentiments and habits and whele character in-
to n conformity with these of the heavenly
wozld towards which it directs your hopes,  In
every reverent and futhful perusal it will sead
forth a sauctifving energy into the heart which no
uierely hunman production cver exerted 3 and by
casting down Imagivations and every high thing
that exalteth iteelf aginst the knowiedge of God,
ami bringing into cuprivity every thought to the
obedience uf' Christy it will demonstrate itself to
your own kaowledre aud experienee, the divinely
appointed instrament For tie morad recovary of
this fallen world,




