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younsger rnernbers of the family. who
shyly inforrned lier that "Pa ani 'Ma
and Aunt Lutildy liad drives into town
to buy groceries and see the deector."

W'hereupon Miss Myra enjoined the
ssîali Lasies to tell their eiders of lier
-visit, giving lier 2iame, ami expressing
ber pleaisure siiould lier <'aIl be speed-
Il'- rpturned, and pleasant. neighibourly
relations establishied-all of wie l, the
tangied-hiairect yotingsters prom ptly
forgot in the subsequent exciternent,
over a netvly-discovered golier-hiole
àud its nlxnble proprietor.

Ignorant of this fact îMiss 3lyra
iiaturally feit grieved and ind ignant
and niade a sterm resolution that
hiencefortlh she would inaie no furtiiel
attenipts; at neiglibourlisess.

Nevertheless, wlhen stories of the
Lantes' troubles andt \,,liss Lutilda's
burdened life reached lier cars. gentie
î)ity tugged at lier heart-strings.
And newv on tliis Christmas iive. the
words of the passing cowboys
awaliened anxious. iiiconi fortable
thoughits. For shie hiad been in
the "'est long enoughi te linow sosie-
tIuiiig of the difficulties a sheep-lîerder
lias to encounter. not tue least one
of these being the exposuire or lits
flock to a lieavy ssowvstorni. At sucli
a tirne, ail liiiddled together, the

wastuof the bodies of the slieep
iseits the tliick layer or sn0w
clinging te their -%voal ;it inay be that
a sudden change of temiperature talies
place, and then cail tlie dripping
isoisture is speedily congealed into
ice. and the poor ewes and larnbs.
shivering and suffering ln. their frosty
amnour, xîot infrequently sueeusîb te
eisease and deati. MVere sucli a fate
te l)efall tlîe Lane florli. 'Miss M.ýyra.
Iiieuv wliat loss. and l)erlial)s titter
muin. wvould resuit.

Tlîinlcing gravely on tliis thiings
she îresently rearelied lier lhome, a
cosy, one-storied buildiing. Nvell bansked
liy sod andl straw, double-doored and
dlouble-windewed, with a litge steve
iii the sitting-roonm gleasxing ruddily
wvitli blazing lignite coal.

Frederica. the Swedlisli lîeusenîaifl.
Miss M.Nyrai's only c'onpaiie in lier
iosely life, loolied up freint read-
toasting and lieamned a Oheery wel-
corne,

4Glad you heest honte. 'Miss 'Myra!
l'lie storin lie cern ! Plenty snow
socs for- Christmias. eh ?

Miss Myareinovedl lier wral)s and
sat down te lier evening inial -,after
it wvas eatenl, the~ disiies cleared away.
miud Frederica liad settled <iown te
the hinitting of a woolles Steckiîîg of

eine and lieview.

litige proportions1 and gorgeous eolours,
lier îuiistress turnied te the pile of
miagazines soinewhiat neglected duriîîg
the busy sehool weelz.

But somehiow îîeitlîer story ner
poein lield lier attention ; lier thioughits
wandered toward lier neiglibour anîd
ol(i-tisiC friend(, Lutilda Lane-to
Lutilda and the pooi*, innocent, lîelp-
less sheep

At last. after tliree hours liad
passed an d Fredlerica liad reti red, she
tvest te thie dom, of lier littie entry.
oeieet it and lookied ont. TI'le -white
nuiist of silow stili filleci eartli and
slzy. but the air wvas ne longer darnp
and stili; an icy chili pervaded it
anci a l)ierciiig wisd -%vas whiirling.-
the ssiowflalies into little rnouinds auxd
wreatlîs. Fer a minute or two Ms
Myra stoed irresolute, tlien, turning-
te the isiiier rooi, slie donned lier
thick cloali and lieod, asd wvitli a few
brief werds te wvondering, sleei)y
Fredlerica. she sallied forth. again inte
the nliglit.

And now. eveis lu tue brief delay. a
strange transformation i n the whlite-
ness without, liad takzen place ;tlîe
lace--%erk. th istle-down, and cobwveb-

ie Nveaving-- of tlîe ssow baal van-
islied. Flalies were stili falling. but
tliey %vere tiny in size-nyriadls of
srnallest frest atorns, and tlieir tour-h
on ose's face was likie the- prick of a
neele. The wind itself Nvas also
sîlarp); great icy blasts were sweep-
ing dewn freîîî tie nortliern Ibuttes
with the snarl -and lîowi of a park of
iwilu1 beasts eager Ùt) rend and ta
destroy.

Miss 'Myra sliudderei -as slîe thought
of thc gý,enitler amnials-the flock of
slieci ever yender wvliere the puri)le-
hlaclv lise of the sliy touclîed the
whîite cartii. Thitlier she msade lier
w ay 1100( <irawn wvell over lier face.
and slionîders bewed te tîxe buffeting
1)ktSt. As tlîe latter whiirledl up tie
snew-wreatlîs. filliing- tue air anew
witlu blisd(ing., stiîîging partic.les. andi
drawing a uîlisty veil 0f bewilderiuîg
witlenless acress the gidIl' inghe of
tlîe horizon, a feeling of nuisgiving__-
and <ldread tooli posse-ssieîî of lier.
What if sue -%vere te ]ose lier- way ami

l)rh? Tt was Christmnas uEve. tee.
stud hnr fireside biad been se wvarni.
l)leasauit. and secure ! A fool, she, te
risk healtli and Jife foir an idle
notionî. a silly. quixotie suggestion!
Wliat, vas Lutilda Lune te lier ? A
friend ne loinger-surely IlUTt fart iiad
lies lroven.

Nevertlieless. onward 'Miss \yr
forcedl lier way tlirougli tue cold andl
HIe sterîn mttil, i)reseutly. lier ouît-


