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life, and the agonmies of a conversion in a
hardened old age. He who had been ¢ born {
when he was old,” thinks himself the greatest
debtor to redeeming love, because a long-suffer- &
ing God spared him during a rebellion of |
nearly fourscore years, and msde him a new ’
creature at the last, blotting out the cloud of
gins that had sccumulated in a life-time of ,
ungodliness.

Let us leave the two to prosecute their happy '
strife, and tarn our atiention to some important *
sspects of the doctrine that it shall be with us
n eternity not as we begig, butas sveconclude
this present life. Questions of great interest
spring up and present themselves for solation,
regarding its intrinsic reasonsbleness and its
moral tendency. Does the doctrine accord with
reason and Revelation? and will it undermine
or establish practical righteousness in the con-
duct of those who receive it?

As to its intrinsic truth, in addition to the
clear intimations of Scriptare, it may sufSce to
suggest an analogy in nsture. A projectile
thrown into space maintains to the end of its
course the direction in which it was moviagat
the moment when it escaped from the propelling
force. Whether the propulsion mey have been
efiected by the human hsad or guapowder, or
any other species of foree; whether the easlier
portion of its course, while it wasreceiviag the
impulse and kept under contro}, may have baen
a zig-zag, or s siraight lie, or the gsgment of
s circle, the body thrown out, except in as far
=e it 18 still affecied by resisting medis, msin-
tains the conrss communicated to it to the inst
moment of tho impulse. Tho slone thrown
from s cling movesin a straight line from the
point of its escape, with no reference to the
circalar movement by which the impulse was
commanicated, precisaly in the ssme way 83 it
would hare done bad ths impetlas bsen given
in & straight line like the flight of 22 arrow
from 8 bow. There is s sublime unity o con-
eepticn in the worksand goverament of God.
The moral and material approach near each
other and ron parallel; bot, with our praseat
powers and instroments, only 8 few of these
relations are discoverable, and even these few
aro bat dimiy seen. As the tree fells, so it lizs.
Tke attitude and condition of & gounl, when it
is projected into eternity, remain 23 they were
when that sonl let go its hold of time. This
is the doctrine of Scriptare; and the anslogy
of natcre, ss far as we can observeit, accords.

Bat it is possible tha: some who confess its
truth may fear its teadency. Does it not
cacoarage the wicked to delay their reformation
6l their dring d27 7 No. 1¢ has ia its own
natare no sach teadeacy: the impuiation is
absolately grouadless. Itis trae that a corrapt
hestt aad a coafased anderstanding, working
ia concert, mistepresent the doctriae 2od per- |
wert it to practical ungodlizess. Bat if every- ¢
thing that the wicked abase were removed from
the Scriptares, the gospel itself woald be shora
of sil its glory. Evea the anspeaksbie gift of
God, the fozndation on whick the hope of the
saints is boilt, becomes o stone of stambling
and 2 rock of ofence to the impeartent who
bliadly dash themselves sgainst it.  Neither
Christ, nor any portion of his trath has been
beld back, lest impioss mea shouid prrvert
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+ it were withdrawn.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

the blessing to their own destruction. The
encouragement which tender, broken hearts
require is freely supplied in the Scripture,
although he who gives it knows that some will
toro it to bad account.

The indispensable necessity of the doctrine
may be conveniently demonstrated by showing
what mischievous consequences would ensue if
If the short apd simple
statement that those who die in the Lord are
blessed were kept back, and something that®
might be considered safer introduced in its
stead, it may be demonstrated that every pos-
sible suobstitnte would utterly sobvert the
gospel. If to Le ip the Liord at*death were not
deemed sufficient, a converted life of longer
duration must be reguired. How long? A
certsin proportion of the whole life, or a spe-
cified numbers of rvears? The specificetion of
sny period, whether sbsolute or proportional,
wounld obrviously be contrary to the whole
snalogy of faith; and, even if it were not, the
introduction of it would limit the mercy of
God, and crush the hope of man. Under this
system, the most enlightened would slways be
the most hopeless.

TEE GREAT MYSTERY.

The body is to die; so much is oertain.
Whet lies beyond ? No one who passes the
sharmed booandsary cowmes back to tell. The
imsgination visits the realm of shadows—
sent out from the windowin the soul over life's
restless waters,—but wings i8 way wearnly
back, with no olive leaf in its beak 252 token
of emerging life beyond the closely bending
horizon. The greatsen comes apd goes in the
heaven, yet bresthas no szcret of the ctheresl
wildarness ; the crescest moon cleaves her
nightly ps:sage across the upper deep but
tosses overboard no message, and displays no
signals. The sentinel stars  challengs each
other a5 they waik their nightly roands, but
we catch no syllable of their countersign
which gives paszage to the heavenly camp.
Between this apd the other life is = great galf
fired, across which neither ese nor foot can
travel. The gentle friead, whose eyes we
closed in their 1ast sleep loag yearsago, died
with rapture in her wonder-stricken e¢Fes, s
smile of inefable joy upon her lips, and hands
folded over a trinmphsat heert, bat her lips
were nsst speech, and intimeted nothing of the
+ision that enthrslied ber.

CHRISTIAN LABOR.

Yoa are forgivea and accepted. You ows
all to Garist. Yoo look fortk from voar posi-
tinn of gafety, aad bebold a2 world lyiag ia
wickedness. You pity the sinfal, 25 the Lond
pitied yoa. Hariag beea saved, you desire, as
if by sa instinet, to be & savions. You begia.
Yoa grasp a fallicg brother by the best band,
« brother’s love, and draw him to yourself that
F0T may éraw him to the Saviour. For a time
yoa scem to have gained your brother. Bal
sfter 2 while, at scme cagoarded moment, aad
throagk some ungusded opening, seven devils
enter aad dwell again in the partiaily refor-
med hesst, and the 1ast siste of that man seems
worse than the £r58. Yoa sre wears ; bat yoc
mast labor oa.




