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THE PETROLEUM MONOPLY

o have heard a good deal about
tho coat off monopoly of late. The
Standard 0§} company of tho United
States went about the work of secur-
inga monopoly of the oil trade in Cau-
adys so quietly, that the whole busi-
noss was successfully carried through
pofore the public had any knowledge
of whet was going on. It geems
uevertheless certain that the Stand-
and Uil company now has complete
controf of the relining industry in
_ Canada, and ‘18 carryipg, oh the busi-
ness in this~coumtry under tiie, name
of tho Imperial Ol Co.—~an old and
well known 'Canadian company.

One of the frirst effects of the mon-
opoly in our oil trade, is a compact
petween the oil company and the rail-
way companies, whereby an addition-
al protection has been secured to the
Cauadian refiners, cgaiust competi-
tion from the United States. The
Stangara Ot company does not con-
trol ali the refining business in the
United States. Some of these inde-
pendent refiners bave been sending
their oli into Canuda, to compete with
the monopoly here.  Monopolies of
course Jdo not like competition, and it
is a paxt of their creed to destroy
all sueh competition, by falr means or
foul. Tho Standard Oil company is
an old hana at the business and is no
doudt well versed in the ways ot mon-
apoly.  To choke off the competition
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frcm the independent refincrles In the
United States, they succeeded in ine
ducing the two big Canadian railway
companies (the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way and Grand Trunk Raiflway com-
panies) to make a dlscriminating
{reight rate against ol coming from
the United States. Not content with
the enormous duty of 5 cents per gal-
lon on refined petroleum, the railway
companies were induced to add to this
by means of discriminating frelght
tariffs. The companies by thelr tariif
jssued on October last advanced the
through rate per i00 pounds on oit
from Toledo to Moutreal from 20 1.2
cents to 46 1-2 cents, from Buflalo
to Montreal from 17 1-2 cents to 35
1-2 cents, and from Buffalo to Hamil-
ton from 10 1-2 cents to 1§ 1-2 cents.
By a later tariff the railway com-
panies on Japn. 6 advanced the local
rates in Ontario on United States
petroleum and its products over 50
per cent, while the local rates on
Canadian petroleum and its products
remained the same as formorly. ‘Dhese
ratlway diseriminations were brought
before the railway committee at Ot-
tawa, when the railways agreed to
withdraw the discrimination against
United States oil in their local tariff
of January 6, but the tariff on oil
from points In the United States has
been maintained, and will receive fur-
ther counsideration from the com-
mittee,

It would be interesting to kmow by
what means £fhe oll monopoly was
able to influence the railway com-
panies to resort to such scandalous
discrimination. That the monopoly
has been aYle to induce two powerful
rallway companics to resort to such
questiopable practice, should be an
eye-opener to - thr> people of Canada,
giving as it dozs such a striking les-
son ol the baneful elfects of mon-
opoly. .~

The Canadian oll industry has long
enjoyed a very heavy rate of protec-
tion from foreign competitioa, tho
duty of 5 cents per gellon on refined
petroleum heing equat to a tax of 50
to 90 percent on the first cost of the
oll av United States refineries. If the
industry could not thrive with such
hieavy protection, it should be allow-
od to die  Such a heavy tax against
the consumer, on such a staple article
as ilumwnating oil, would appear to
be & greater detriment to the covutry
than the destruction of the oll indus-
try. When it comes to adding a few
cents per gallon to this protection, in
the shape of discriminating railway
freights, it is time to see that protec-
tion to this industry should- cease. Tlhe
plea that the discrimination 1s made
in favor of a Canadian industry
against a foreign competitor, should
not be conesldered for 2 moment. It
is a rascally plece of business, direct-
od against the consumer. 1f we wish

* Commercial a very wise move.
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to ada to the enormous protection en-
toyed by our oll industry, there is a
legal way of doing-it. This underhand
businees, Qt which the Standard OU1
company has proved such an adept in
tho United States, must not be toler-
ated in Canada.

WASTING OUR HERITAGE.

It 18 announced from Victoria that
the wew government of British Colum-
bia will repeal the rallway subsidles
voted by the previous administration.
This {s a bold, but in the opinton of The
Our
governments, both federal and provin-
clal, »~ve been altogether too Javish
in their voting away of the public do-
main to railway corporations. In no
part of the Dominion has this nefarioua
policy been carried to greater excess
than in British Columbia. Take for
lustance the British Columbia South-
err: rallway. In this case a charter
was granted to a syndicate of schemers
for a railway through East Kootenay,
and along with the charter the com-
pany was voted a large area of rich
mineral territory, including the fam-
ous coal deposits along the Crow’s
Nest Pass railway. The company sold
the charter and a portion of the terri-
tory for a large sum -of money and
still retained a property worth an
enormous amount. The coal deposits
of East Kootenay are believed to be
amongst the most valuable in the
world. The territory retained by the
owners of the British Columbia South-
ernn charter I3 undoubtedly worth
many millions of dollars. ‘Thus by the
grace of the British Columbia legisla-
ture a few schemers are made 3nil-
lionaires, while the province is virtuzl-
Iy robbed of its natural wealth. ‘There
is probubly wearlth enough in the coal
deposits of pst Kootenay to build hun-
dreds of mlies of railway even through
the mountains of British Columbia, be-
sldes providing a rich revenue for the
people.  Why should not the province
have retained this vast wealth und
used it for the development of the
ocountry. It is high time that this
graating of the public domain to rail-
ways and corporations should entire-
Iy ceuse. If we must bonus railways,
let it be In cash. This granting of the
public domain is sowing seeds of evil
for the.fuwure of our couutry. Those
who so lightly vote away the great
heritage which should be.the glory of
our country, are committing a crime
which will bring upon them the curse
ol posterity. The resources in andg,
minerals, timber, etc, which is of
was' oar mational heritage for much
Lias been already squandered), if prop-
erly administered and conserved for
the bemefit of the nation, would no
doubt In time provide all the revenue
required by the couniry, without as
gistance from any other mode of tax-
ation-
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