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THIE PETROLEUM MONOPJLY
.wo bave ixeurd a good deal about

lte (cal ail mnopoly o! late. The
Stut.Iat coany of the Unitedi
st-ates went about lte work of secur-
itig a itiOfOpoiy af te ail trade lit Cati-
mul:t où quietly, tat lte whIole busl-
na,> w as euccefs!uhly carrled titrougi
btŽEorc the publie itat any knowledg6e
of wIsLt was golntg on. It poeenis

to ttletsscertain ltaI the Stand-
ard ()Il comlpafli now bas complote
tol)troi or the rellnitig Induetry ln
C.1t1tda, ane *is carrying on te busi-
ttesz; in this.-cotiltry, U'nder--tc nat
(If thinitperial OU ço.--ati aid andi
%veti 'known itan comapaxty.

Oîae o! te firet effecte of lte mon»-
upoly lit aur 011 trade, le a compact
betwteti the it coaniY ani te rail-
wvay tompalel, whereby an addition-
ai pjrotection bas been securedti l tIre
Calitan refiners, rgalnst competi-
tioi front te Unitedi States. T.bie

Stînar ii couxipany doce noV con-
trot ait tite retining business lar the
Uijatedi States. ISonta of tites Jade-

1*z..detit refluera have >~en sendîng
tîtoîr oti Ento Canada, toi comipote iviti
te îîîonopoly bere. Mfanopolies af

ceilre doc not lMe competition, =ni il
la a paîrt o! titelr creed te deslroy
ail i;iib conipoltion, hb' fair means or
fatal. Tha Standard 011 coiany la
ant aid liantu at lte business anti le no
doulit welI vereei lu lthe waye ai mon-
opaif. Te chaire eff te ceuxpetitlon
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frcm the Independent refincries ln lte
United iStates, they secceeded ln In-
ducing the tiwo big Canadian railway
eoinpane (the canau.ii 1atitieItait-
way and G*ra.nd U~unik ilpitwav coui-
pilule«> toc make a dlecrininating
freight rate agaittet oit coining froin
tite Unitedi States. Not content witi
the tnormous <iut.y of 5 cents per gal-
lon on refined petroleum, the raliay
wompaniies were luducedti 1 addt to titis
by nienne of dgecrlminating froîglit
tarilff. TAhe comipanice by tltci.r tarl;t
lesueti on October Iast advanced the
tb*rxugtî' rate per Î00 pountis on oit
frecin Toledo to Montreat front 20 1-2
cents te 40 1-2 cents, frein Buffalo
to, Montieai front 17 1-2 cents to 25
1-2 cents, and freont Buffalo to Hamill-
ton froin 10 1-2 cents te i»6 1-2 cente.
By a Inter tarif! the raiilvay coin-
panles on Ja.n. 6 ativanSot the local
rates ln Ontarlo on Unitedi States
peitroieuni andi le products over 50
per cent, whille lte local rates on
Canadinu petroleuin ti Ile protiucts
remalnod the saine as foriniy. 'flise
rallway diseriminios were brought
before thb railway conmmittee at Ot-
tawa. whien lte railways agrecti te,
withldrav the discrimination againet
lUniteti States oit lin thair local tarir
or January 6, but the tarlft on ehl
front points In thxe Unitedi States lias
been nxaintaineti. andi will recelve fur-
tber cousideration -fretin te coin-
luittee.

It 'eit lie bcInteresting te latow by
Mt~at mne £l'O 0i1 iluiciopioly %vas
alete 1 Influence te ralw'ay ceot-
liantes tei resort te sucit seandalous
discriimination. '1it te rnonopoly
lias ben aCiote ,Iiidttce two piOerlui
raltlvay cenipantes te resort to tiucit
questlonable praclice, shouti bie an
eye-epener tafllxo people eX Canada,
givlng as il dow elkcb a straking les-
soit o! the baneful eltccts; 4) nal
Oî)oly.

The Canadian oil liffustry lias long
enjoyed a very heavy rate or protec-
tion Iroin foreign coinpetitioa, te
duty Or 5 cents Per gallon oil retineti
potrolcum belng equat ta a tai of '30
to D<> ver cent on the frst co<tt of te
cil at ijiteti States refinerles. if lte
induetry coula uot titrive wivlh sucl
ieavy pirotection, It shouiti be altow-
eti to die Suei a heavy tax against
lthe consumer, on bucel a staple artlule
as itirnuxa.t4ng cil, would appear to
be a greater detrituent te the country
t.han the destruction of the 011 Indus-
try. Wjien it colites to addtng a few
cents per gallon ta tits protection, ln
te shape of dlscrlmilnaling railway

friglite, It le tinte ta sec ltat îrotc-
ioji to titis Iidue try stîoutd-cease. Tite
plea tbant lthe discrimination ie iatie
ln favor at a Canadian indlustry
agaînet a forelgn contpetitor, sitoulti
noV be considered for a moment. Il
la a rascally picce of business, direct-
ed agalnet thie consumer. If we wish

te atia ta lte enormious protection en-
!oyetl hy aur oit Industry, lthera le a
tcgal way o! dolig 1t. Tis underliani
buslie6s, ". 'WbIch lte Standard (l
conîipany lino Itroveti stxch ant adejit lni
tho Unxited Statie, must net bc taler-
atoo. ln Canada.

WVASTING OUR HERITAGE.
Il la announced fromn Victoria that
tc ,tew governmient of Britisht Colum-

M>a wlli repent tho rallway subisldies
votled by tire provioe admilnistration.
¶i"bis Io a bold, but In te opinion or The
Comraercial a very wise move. Our
goveruments, bath roderai and provin-
cIal, "wxe licou altegetiter toe Javlsit
I.xt tireir voting awýaY et .the publie de-
main te, rat lwtay corporations. Inio
part of the Dominion bias tiis net'arouq
pollcy been carrIed ta grenIer cxem
than In BIritiesh Columbin. Take for
Instance the Britlih Colunlibia Southl-
er4. rattway. In Ibis case a charter
wffl grarieti te a syndicate of echemers
for a rallway tbrougli East Kootenay,
anti along with lthe charter tîte coin-
pany was ýoted a large area of rîcit
minerai territory, Incîuding lthe fam-
oub ceal depisits atout; te Crow'n
Neait Pabse railway. Tb~e conuty oolti
lte charter andi a portion of the terri-
tory for a large sum of! money and
still retained a property worth an
ejiormons ainlounit. T4ie coal. deposli
of East Uootenay are belleve t 1 be
amongt lte moit valuable ln the
world. MI~e terrîtory retaineti by te
ow.ners of lte Britisht Cotumibia Southi-
enir-bcarter lIs iutioubteîliy worth
irnnny ilItions ar dollars. 1'huti by ttîe
grace or te BrltIsit Colurnila leglela.
ture a few aceemers are mnate lait-
tionaires, wite te province is virtual-
Iy robliet -of lts ixaturai weultb. T9iere
lat probabîy wcatth enougît ln the coaI
<epoeltý or ECkist Koe Venay_ Lu butiti hun-
dredi; ol mies of ratlway even throngb
the monntains ar Brltlai Coluxtibla, be-
sides provitiing a rlcit revenue for tite
people. Why éîtoulti noV lte province
bave retained titis vast weaith. andi
useti 1V for the developmenî of the
cuntry. Il le hîgli lime that thie
granttxg ai the public demnain to rail-
ways and corpDrations sitauld enliire-
Iy ceuse. If we inust bonus ralhvays,
let il lx- ln caish. 7>1ts; grantîrîg or lte
public donin le sowing seetis of evîl
for tbe-dlatire of our country. Those
who su llghtly vote awyay the great
ieritage which shouid ie .the glory of
Our cauntry, are comznitttng a urîxne
wbIici will bri2lg upon Ibei the ouse
or posterlty. Tbe resources la tanti,
minerais, timiier, eltc., wblch Is or
wasý car national hexit.age Ifor imuai
lbas been already squandereti), if prop-
Orly adminlstered anti conserveti for
thte beilefit o! lte nation, would no
doubt ln time provide ait the revenue
requireti by tbe country, wlthout aa*
alstance frotu any citler mode o! tai.


