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A MANITOBA INDUSTRY MENAGED.

The Manitobs fishing industry is in a some-
what depressed condition at presont. Tho bulk
of the trado is in exporting fish to the United
States. Owing to tho depression in that coun.
try, the demand has greatly fallen off, and the
dealers havo been loft with large stocks of fish
on hand. The fishing industry in Manitoba is
an important {nterest. Theroaro two distinet
toasons for the taking of fish, namely-: the
summeor aud the winter seasons,and the trado of
each seavon is quite distinot and carried on in
o different way. The summer ‘fishing interest
is the more importaut, and this is confined
prectically to Lake Winnipeg. Four companies
operated on the lake last year, making a catch
of about 1,500 tons of fish, A large amount
of capital is invested in boats, nets and other
plant for takiog tho fish, as well as in cold
storage plant for freezing and atoricg. The
fish caught in the summer season are artificially
frozen and stored at convenient points, and
shipped out s desired.

In the fall the close season begins, and no
more fishivg is dono until winter sets in, and
the lakes are covered with ice, Fishing is then

renewed, not by the large companies who oper-,

ato in the saummer, but by individual fishermen
who operato on a smaller scale. Quaite a num-
ber of men are engagad in the winter fishing in.
dustry, which is carried on principally on lakes
Winnipeg and Manitobs. Gill nets are placed
in position by cutting the ice, and in this way
the fish are taken. No artificial freezing or

cold storage is required, as in our climate

nature quickly does the work of freezing, and
there is little danger of soft weather during
the fishing season to cause any loss, Traders
who make a business of it, buy up the fish and
ship them away in car lots to the States, while
o considerable quantity are taken for the local
market.

The depression iu the States has affected
both the summer and wintor fishing interests,
A large quantity of the fish caught last summer
—as much as one.half it is said -ave still in
cold storage ab the poiats of accumulation. A
considerablo quantity of winter cavught fish are
also on hand, aud there is more risk in the

latter class, as theseason is now getting on to .

date that a thaw might set in. The winter
fish are not suitable for placing in cold storage
to keep any length of time, as they are not
cleaned before freezing, while the offal is re-
moved before tho fish caught in the summer
season ave frozen, Prices paid the fisher-
men also declined to an  uosprofitable
figure. Early in the season 4c per pound was
paid for whitefish at the lake for winter fish,
but later the price dropp:d to 2ic, and later
again buyers ceased entirely taking the fish.
Another difficulty which threatens the indus-
try has arisen. This is in the new regulations
governing the summer fishing, issued a short
time ago by the Federal Government. Horeto-
fore fiehing has been carried on with gill nets.

Tho new vegulations provide that hereafter
oaly pound nets shall be used. This does not
apply to wintor' fishing, for which gill nots
will atill be allowed. Theso now regulations
mean that the nats now ownod by the large
fishing companies will bo aseless, and that new

nets will have to be p.ovided before
tho season of 180§ opens. Besides
this, "the fishiog companios claim that

pound nets cannot be auccessfully used in Lake
Winnipeg, experimonts in the past with this
class of nots having proved failures. The rea

son for this is that the companier are preveat-
ed from fishing near the mouths of rivers, and
aro restricted to certaln pertions of tho lake
where pound nets cannot bo used to advantage.
It the restrictions regarding the reserve waters
were abolished, the pound nets might prove
effective, but under tho present restrictiouns
those engaged in tho business say they cannot
be succeasfully used.  With the falling off in
the export trade and the wnew regulations
promulgated, the industry is under a cloud at
tho moment.  We are roliably informed that
none of the companies will operate next sum.
mer unless the regulations are changed. This
will be a serious blow to those depending upon

- the industry far their livelthood. As regardstho

supply of fish, ¢here has been no signs whatever
of diminution, and those who were the first to
engsge in fishing on Lake Winnipeg, say that
fish are as pleatiful now as tho first day thoy
wenten the lake. A new company was formed a
short time ago, so that under frvorable circum.
atances five compaunies would have been operat-
ing next summer. The indus'ry has given
profitable employment to a large number -*
men, and if the companies cannot operate under
the new regulations, it will be a serious
matter.

So far as the difference in the nets is cop-
cerned, it is claimed that there is some
loss of fish from the use of gill nets. In bad
weather the nets sometimes caunot be lifted for
a few days, and the fish which are caught in
them die and become spoiled before the nets
are lifted. Iun the case of pound nets, there is
of course no such loss, as the fish are not injur-
ed, and remain alive until the nets are lifted.
The loss from the use of gill nets, in the way
atated, however, the fishermen say, is not very
great.

THE FATRONS IN ONTARID,

The Grocer, a Torontc trade journal, says
that the Patrons of Industry in that pro.
vince have made failurcs wherever they have
undertaken to go into the ltore trade. A
number of subordinate associt ticas of the or.
der 1ave been broken up and disbanded as a
resuit of failures of this nature. This is
about what might have been expected, Tho
Commercial has always refrained from pitching
into the patrous, as perhaps some of our read-
ers might have desired us to do. The farmers
have a parfect right to organizs, if they so de-
sire. There is even room for good to be accom-
plished by organizition among the farmners,
if conducted upon proper and reasonable lines.
Whoen they undertake to control the
buginess of retail merchants, they will
cortainly fail. In dissemivatiog informa-

tion among thoir mombers upon publio
queations, snd in guarding tho interests of
the farmors whero assailed by false political
policies, they can do good work, Tho farmars,
however, can no more expect to succeed in
regulatizg trade, than an organization of mer-
chanta conld expoct to control the aros sowa to
tho various orops cach year.

The Patrons in Oatario aro also menaced
from anotior quarter. Thore is a division of
opinion among the mombors rogarding the
quostion of completo aubjection of tho individ-
ual to the ruling of the ordor in politioal issues.
Some of the more independent members rebell
at becoming mere clay in the hands of the
potters, and sinking their individual opinione
in complete deferonce to the wiil of
tho managers or mauipulators of the
ordsr. Membors are pledged individually to
support the political nominees of the ordor,
and it ie a violation of pledge and constitution
for & member %o aot independently of the order
iu this matter 'Thisisa restraint upon indi-
vidual liberty which will prove galling to many
members, and may bring trouble upon the
order. The question of loyalty to the order as
opposed to individual liberty of opinion is one
which it will be found diffi ult to enforce. In
fact, it is reported that one association has al-
ready protested againat this dootrine of indi-
vidual subjection to the order. Oune of the as-
sociations in North Grey has passed a resolu.
tion dssoribiog it as ** a false and forced inter-

.pretation” of the Patrons’ obligation, and be-

lieve that the attempt to bulldoze the order
and deprive them of their liberty to vote as
their consciencs directs, will inevitably result
in the break-up and complete ruin of the organ.
ization,

THE PROPOSED SOOTH EASTERN
BAILWAY,

Since the Red River Valley excitement in
1886-7, there has beer. no rallway project
laid before the public which has so concen-
trated publio interest in the sity of Winnipog
and a large portion of Manitoba as the pro-
posed Winpipeg and Southeastern railway,
which the promoters propose constructing
from the city of Winnipeg in a southeasterly
direction to the southwestern shore of the
Lake of the Woods, a distance of 106 miles.

This project hasattracted attentioa largely
hecause it promises to be a scotion of anoth-
er railway outlet from Manitoba to Lake
Superior, and thenca to the eastern world.
In fact some people attribute all the material
value of the road to its becoming parb of
such an outlet, and are too apt to view it solely
from that point of view, and overlook all its
value in other respects. That another opsning
to the great chain of lakes is wanted is beyond
a doubt, not only as a competitor for the im-
port and oxport freight of the province, but
also as an outlet for the products of the conn-
try in the very near future, when the volume
of such will undoubtedly reach such propor-
tions that present outlets will be altogether in-
adequate to the export demands. It would be
wise therefore to keep in view the utilizing of
this road, if constructed, as part of an export
chaunel, but it would ULe folly to con-




