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THE LUMBER TRADE IN 1 895.

Review of Operations throughout the
Dominion.

GENERAL SURVEY.
LATH. iii fie seaISuII ai 189.; the WVilsonî tarifi'

bill passed the Umited States comîgress, by wliicli
Itlirubcr, aiiiauîg atîmer coliîuuoditicsi n'as plsîccd
ai tilîe scliedule ai iree imiports emtcrimîg filat
counitry. 'l'lie tarifi' ias vieîvcd wiith faî'or by
C;tmîadian ii uibrtiîemi, anid thie ye'ar i 89i 'as
uslicrcd iii witil briglît amticipatiomiS ai iiiproved
coniditionîs. A i etrospective glamice avcr tlic past
year proves dit tliese expectatiomis were amily
partialhy rcalized. Whiiile the volumei ai trade
damic iii m8c5 n'as equal to or sliglitly iii cxcess
ai tiiat ai flic pre'iaus ycar, the ilargimi ai profit
ivas smialhcr, anid few dealers arc to bc i'ouuîd
îvhio succccdcd ini miaterially iuicreasimig thieir batik
accaumîts. I)uriuig flie first six miomîtlîs ai tile
year trade ivas cti iie iuîiitecd, but aperators
wcrc liopeflul, anid dumrinig thîe latter portioni
ai flic )-ear tlicy cxpcricmiced a iicli bet-
ter dcîîaîid. Sci'eral causes uîîay bcenutiomed
as aperatimig to retard tlic pragrcss ai tile past
ycar amnd ta reduce thec profits accruinig ta
lumiibericm. The beiefit ta be derived b>' Cani-
ada frontî irce lumibcr ivas scarccly feit, owviug ta
tuec prcvailiiig fiuiamcial anid commiercial conidi-
tionîs ii fice United States. ri'iese conîditiaons re-
stricted trade geuieralhy, anid camsequciitly liniited
thec demamid for luiliber. 'l'ie dispute ivith flic
United Statesatihorities regardimig tile defiuiitioui
ai dressed huiiber, anid whîicli as aur readers
kmiotv, resuiltcd iii thîe imîpositionl af a dut>' ai 25
per cent. a(I îaloreiii ami a large portiaon ai tit
class ai luiibcr, provcd a licai'y blaîv ta a nimibcr
ai Our plailinig iiil iiemi, mIiamiy ai ivhioni farniierly
sliippcd largcly ta tlie Umnited States. Aiotlier
reasomi is ta be foid iii the dechimie iii dcmîamîd
frontî forcigmi miarkets. WVhiite trade witi somtie
farcigmi couitries inmîpraved sliglitly, cxparts ta
Sautlî Amierica wcre comsiderably less titami %vas
aiiticipated.

T'he wvesterni proinces oi flic Domniionî wcre,
pcrhîaps, tie greatest suifl'rcrs durimîg thîe past
scasami, as, aîvimg ta tlic imcreascd dcmiîand for
spruicc for pull) waod batht at hîomîe anid abroad,
flic miaritimie provinices succccdcd imi hîoldinîg thîcir
OWvII. 'rlice siiîîiicuits frontî Neîv Bruniswick,
Nova Scotia amîd Quebec comipare faî'orably ivithi
tliose ai i 894. l'rami tlic port ai Mamitreal.. as
slowmi by flie Harbor àMastcr's report, tlîcre were
sliipped ta thîe United Kiiigdan anîd comntiniental
parts 168,672,028 feet board mensure, anîd ta
River Plate 8,74,,00 fect, nIiaking a Z tatal Of
177,416,028 feet. 'This shows a decrease ai

l0,725,397 icet. Duriuîg the ycar tlic situationi
iii Britishi Columibia amîd Mamnitoba imîprovcd
sliglitly, auîd future prospects are gaod. Fronti
statistics rccived frontî ihii mcmi tiraugiaout thie
Doimii, ive leuriî dit tlie volumîe ai trade
domnc lasI. year ivas about cîutal ta thiat ai 1894,
but tlic aiîounlt ai stocks ami lîaîd ivas too large
for tie dcnmd. rfice stocks ai 1lumiber bcimîig car-
ricul aver are licavier fliami thiose of flic prcî'iotis
seasoui. 'flic greatest drug umpou thec mîarket is
slîimgles.

l'le year 1896 openis witli prospects of ai imîî-
pirovemeiit iii trade, iotwvitlistamiidiiigl flic fact tlîat
tie re-iuîpositiamî ai ai iuîîport dut>' ail Iuriicr
emterimîg flic Unîited States is amlouig tlic 1îassi-
bilities. W~itli a lîcarty revival ini trade thîe pro-
posed duty ai 6o ceins w'ould lîave but little
bcarimîg. 'lo caumteract thie elTect of titis dut>',
slîoumld it bccouîcla\. thie opinion is field b>'
niamîy thiat ai c\port dlut% ami lags shîould be iuîî-
posed b>' thîe Daominîion Gai ermîiient. Our vicws
oui tlis questioni are givemi elseivliere. Our
luuîîbcrmicm are gradualy fidiug nie%% fields for
thîcir product, aie ai îvhiclî iav bc nieiîtiaued

asGriamy, anid viewiuig the situatiomn fmruii al
sides, wc predict for 1896 a ycar ai prosperity
auid satisiactary niauictary returuis.

ONTAIO.
li Onîtario, pcerlîaips, uuore thit in any> other

provice, trade failed ta Show ami>' decidcd

improvcîîîent iii 1895. Thc eiTcct of free lumlber
wvss to niercase tic output of lags (luring the
season Of 1894.c95. Mull Oif file ltillbermau
faetured is, uîî1fortu natelv, ycet at flie iilis. Tflc
Unîited suates mîarket, w~'iiîi s tile greatcst con-
suîîîcr of Catladiaîî li.ardwavodsl, lias becen duil.
Caînpctition lias also bccn keei front ftic Mielîi-
gviîand Miinnecsota iniilis.

To dealers i w~hite pi tile ye;îr juist closcd
lias bccn uîiprafitable, sales of impartanice being
conîparatively revv. In flic Gecorgiati Bay dis-
trict the stocks bcimîg carried aver are lieavy, andl
sottie of tic iii miien havec a large partion af Iast
year's euit stili an1 tlîcir hiands. One Caompanyv ii-
for"'ilis tllîat thleY are c-IrrYilg over 7,000,000 f t.
Ver>' littie %vark in tlie woads ks being dtoile. lit
tile Ottawa district file past scasonl lias provcd
more satisfactary to operatars. 'l'lie output tîxere
lias been imcreascd by the operations of the St. Ant-
tlîony Lunibcr Co. at WhVlitney. 'l'lic lirnii of Gil-
iîour & 1-uglisanl clascd operatimoms carlier I;ist fait
tli uisual, canscqumettly tlîcir cmtt will silow a1
sliortage. Mamîy of thec Ottawa lummîbcrniecî hlave
closed coltracts for tlieir ncxt seasomî's eut,
wh'liciî is .1n1cîîcauragifig 11èature.

'l'lie replies front iilil mecn thrauglîouit Ontario
inlicate tfiat the eut of lumlber for the past two
)-cars bas beeiî about ccîual, but féecr slîingles
hiave becntri a titifac:tu rel. Profits w'cre siliallcr
iii 1895 than iii the previaus ),car, notwitlîstand-
ing tlie fact tliat lumiber Nvas allowvcd ta enter
flic United States frc af dut>'. 'l'le enquiry,

Is trade wvith the Unmited Statcs incre.asingý?''
brotiglit forft a negative rcply front 65 pecr cent.
of tlic ijl mcmi wlio respanded ta aur solicita-
tiens. Thîe saine questian regarding atiier couin.
tries rccived a carrcspanding reply, omily iii a
more pronouniccd toile. Over So per cent. arc
iii fav'ar af free tradc iii lunmber wvith the Unîited
States. lin ncarly every case thîe question re-
grarding flic voalumec ai work iii thc waads thlis
winter shaîvcd tlîat thle autput ai logs is likely
ta bc grcatly curtailcd ; at saine points i. ks
bciuîg reduced as mutcli as So per cent. This
wviIl, cveiitually, prove benclicial ta thîe trade.
Thli scason Sa far lias been unsatisiactory for
logging operatiolis iii Ontario, soniec aperators
liaviiîg been obligcd ta witlîdrawv tlicir nien front
flic îvoods.

'l'lie total output af lumber front thec variaus
iîills on tlic Ottawva v'allcy last ycar is cstiniated
at 627,000,000 feet, being ncarly one nmillion
fecet iii cxcess af dit of thîe previaus ycar. Thec
alouit is miade up as followvs:

J. R. B3ooth, Ottawa ............. 1oo,ooo,ooo
firoion & %VeCst0fl, Oitawa ........ 75,0000
W. ilasoi & Soli, Ottawa .......... 1.,000,000
Shepard & Morse, Ouw.....25,000,000
Huteil, liti rcimant & Co. , H uit........ 50,000,000
G ilmiotr ,, lil soil, Ilo.....20,000,000
Carsweii & Franis, Rzellfrewv....... 1o,ooo,0oo
Martisi Rîîssell, Retifrew ............ 2,000,000
Joilnt Mackay, Rzelîfrtwv.............1)500,0o0
A. & Il. \%'hàite, Pemibrok. ........... s,0oooo
i>eimlrolke i.tlumer Co., Pleinbroke.. i5,ooo,ooo
RZ. W. Cosîroy, Ayl:iier ............ i15,o0o,000
A. l.î~:v ~licr .......... ...... 3,00o,00o
J. R. & J -illes, rorr. .... 5,000,000
M elaca. 1 3ros., Arsuprior ......... 55,000,000
W. C. E, 'ards, 4aka~......5o0ooo0
Gillies Bl. ., Iîraeside ............. 30-000,000
R. Il. KiCe. 's Milis ................ 3'o.0,ooo
S t. AuloîyC. Ilatiey.......... 20,000,000

Glor&I ilughsoli, IrOîsicles ... 2,000,000
A.* I l:gar & Co., M'antagenct ....... 5,Oo,000o
Otitw. L.ummber Co., Calumeit... o0,ooo,ooo
MeLi.renl Esî:îte...................i15,0oo,00o
Ross lira',............. 0,000ooM
Canlada l.1ui1bcrI CO., C.tnetOnl'l hWe 20,o00,000
I:îtske,îI)rl L.uniber Coa.......... 57 000,000

Tottl ....... 627,000,00o
'lle follawviiiîg statemiient shows thec declarcd

cxparts froin thîe comisular district ai Ottawva,
Oîît., ta h UnLiited States, duriiîg thîe four quar-
ters ai tlic v'car cmidiig Dceceiiîbez 31, 1895.

Qr c,,ding Qr cnding Qridifng Qi cnding
4%RTICI.U N.I2rcts 31. pone 30. a"ci,:. 30. i)cc. 32.

liark ................ S $ S 6,528.00 $ 4,21 5 on
1.ii 35 Sigi% 6,477.70 28,11>7.29 24.909.55 21,027.84.

L.og 'l, Iilinitcr ... 59.95 126 1,717.25
1.,1111bWr...... ..... 352,751-30 58S,114-47 625,746.2S5S97,903.

6
4

, in an furexiet 1*5t 7,-132.95 35,342.07 47,040.93
Match, itlock ........ 21,420210
PIltlp, s2îIpile ..... 7,570,57 18:239.39 24,478.94 29,309.20
1',Ckets .. .. ... :3,690.73 3,406.72 6.254-64
i{utlioad iiieç...........450.00 5,950-20 3,307.30 4,638.40

'l'ic Opiniion prevails iii Onitario tlîat an iiîî-
praveiîîent iii trade vvill take place as spring ap-
proaclics. Dealers are fiuîdiig tîcw miarkets for~
tile bcst grades ai lîardwood lusiîbr, whikli wvill
restult iii less dependemice beimîg placcd ou1 thîe
Ailiericani mîarket, buit litliey mîust look to tle
Uiiit,-d Stites, tlic siiarest market, for tlic dis-
posa o aitlec greater portioni ai tlîcir coarse humit-
ber.

IJi 1t 1:C.
'l'lie volumei of businecss iiiftie Provinice ai

Q uebuc duriiig thec past ycar lias sliown mio imîî-
proveiet, but tiierc is every inîdicationî af mare
aictivity during 1896. Judging front prescuit iii-
dlicationîs a larger cluaiitity ai luniber will be
iiiaiiiîfaicttircd, îîraoiclcd tliere is sttiiicicnt siîoîv
ta permait ai loggiiîg aperatiolîs, front tlic laclc
ai wh'iil, uît ta the present tinte, tlic trade lias
sufféed. Silould tlie Aiîicrican Govcrniiîîcmit îîot
impouse an inipart dut>' au lunîiber, trade witlî tlic
United States wvill lia doubt grcatly iiicrcase,
anîd better prices are amticipated. Southi Aiierica
us also affordiiîg a1 miarket for large qtuintities of
Quebcc suîrîîzc and othier lumlber, wilicl i realiz-
ing a fair figure. 'l'lic latcst advices frot.1 Eiîg-
lanid show a decidcd iniiprovcuiieiît ; prices have
advanîced and stocks a-re (lecrecasiiig. Oi fie
opeîiuîg ai navigation tlic denvuui l'or aIl sorts
ai htiîibcr -wî,ll advance coiisie.erably. Iii v'iew
ai tiiese facts, tlic autlook for f896 is considcred
favorable.

Thei followinig particulars oi thc operatialis
duriiig 1895, arc furnislîcd by J. l3ell For-
sytî -& Ca. 's niultrade circular, whlicli ks
recoguiized as a lîiglî authority au luuîiber niîat-
ters iii tliat provinice

Theiî gciîeral advaiîce iii vailue of al articles of
produce anîd staple inîercliaiidise lias at leîîgtlî ai-
fected îvaod gaods iii thec markcts ai tlic Unîited
Kingdorn, and flie prospects are decidcdly mare
Ilopefuil ii flic United States.

A strike iii couîîctiomi îitl thîe slîipbuildiuîg
trade ai Beclfast lias unliappily sprcad ta thec
Clyde, but nlow semîîs certaini ai carly adjust-
nienît anîd settlmieît ; amid tliere is evcry pros-
pct- ai a suflicieiicy of orders for thec conîstructai
oi steamîmers beiiîg sliartly placed with licî sliip-
builders ai the Unîited Kiiigdoin ta kcep yards
bus)' for a lonîg tinie ta conic.

'lic iiicreased production ai gold, coiiscqtuiti
amiftie dcî'elopiiiit af i nes in Southi Africa,
Britisli Colunmbia anid elsewlicre, lias givemi ai
inlipetuls ta trade like tit wvlich followcd simiilar
discoî'crics iii Caliioriiia anîd Australia, and will
ccrtainly result iii several ycars of goad businîess
prospcrity.

XVîît'rr Piî,,a-.-Tlie stmpply shows little chamnge
as comnpared îvitli last year, the imcrease iii
wvamey pine bcingr coumiterbalamiccd by tlic dimniu-
tian iii the production of square wood. 'rliere is
absolutcly nothimîg îviîterimig above Qucbcc-a
niost uinusuial positioni.

Thie îvimteriuig stock is vcry bare ai first-class
wvamey aitilîe snîaller averages, anid square pille
suitable for dcck plamîk purposes.

Sup2ly. E.Xiorî. Stock.

,s~ Sqnrc:. 273,77 } 2,838,080 {I,082~r
ItSuare. . 838,246 1z~860J,656,9c93 Square

:89 wauley.. 2,288,663 -114& 1(S 1,6120,z17l W\Vacy

IZLD PiXE-Seculis ta be neglected, bcing umî-
able ta comîpete iii thc nmarkets ai thîe Umnited
Kiîgdoi wîitli pitclh pimie front flic Soutlicrn
States. Freshi gaod îvood is scarce. It is wvell
ta niote tliat a iiarkcd advamicc lias bemi estab-
lislîcd in tlie value of pitcli pille ami the athier side
ai the Atlanîtic.

Supply. Export. Stock<.
189j ........ o1S,661m...326,080 .. 2
1894 ........ 59,8,35 .. i46, 12o0... 282,o84

OAK -The supply lias agaimi beemi iii cxccss of
thec export, but tlîcre is an active demîamîd iii
Great Britaimi, whvliî, with somiecîliat rcduced
prices ami tlîis side, nîay imîîprave the toile ai the
mîarket.

Supply. E-cporî. Stock.
1895î...1,006,139 ... >. ,60...790,486
1893 ... ,276,869 .. . 937,840 ... 699,205
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