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and, to Lawrence's amaze, ber riding-whip cornes viciously down upon lier
courser's flank and lier little hands give rein. Away she flics, out to the
front, leaving lier lord and mnster and his Iriend, bier escort flic colonel >thundering bulkily in hor truck, but losing ground %vith every stride.Delighted to have so light a rider, the coloncl's second horse nmakes play for
thic very leaders. Here, close behind file masiter of the hounds, all cyes
fixed on that bounding tuft of gray and white a fcw score yards ahead,
bending over their hordes' necks and keeping just enough lire8sure on flie
bit in prvn over.riding the lîuntsrnan, ride Parke and Grahîam, tivo

id ght.weights,> who liave coursed rnany a mile of prairie. Just belihid
thern, a litlie to their righit, rides MINrs. lBelkuap, lier veil fluttering straiglit
out behind, her glorious eyes flashing, lier dark akin flushcd ivith triumpli
and the exhilaraîion of thic dashing pace, lier little hîands wouind about in
tho reins she holds so firmly. Splendidly she sits lier fleet racer, and Dana
has t0 urge and spur his clurnsier troop-horsc t0 keep in close attendance.
These four are %vell in advance of ail the others. ]3ack of ihieni, gallantly
urging on ber sieady sorrel, cornes Mrs. Sprague, witb Stryker riding wvarily
alongside and watching lier Ilgoing'" before hie will satisfy hîmself that it is
sale to trust lier to lier own guiding. Level as the prairie is here, lie knowvs
that a mile or so ahcad, there are I breaks" leading dowvn into the valley oi
one of the innurnerable tributaries oftfli Wasliia. lheit the story îimay be
different. lic looks ul) in surprise at li theiunder of hoofs close aloiigside
and MNrs. Lawrence, %with excilmn ini lier cycs, overtakes, tien passes
them on bier way to tlie front. Il Sec !" he points to bis partner,-" see tlint
dark sbadow across the prairie out there. WVe cannot ride at ibis pilce
when 've pass that hollow . flic breaks set in still fartiier." lic glances over
his shoulder and signais 10 thxe îearest oficer to follow Mrs. Lawrence and
look eut for hier, and ie gallant does bis best, but ail are ai top speed ; file
colonel and the hienvy weights-infantry and cavalry-arc beginning 10 lose
ground, and still that gray "lpuf-bail" far 10 the front scins inch by inch
te be slipping away from is3 pursuiers ; still the long lean greyliounds, look-
ing almost flat against flic sward in their wonderful strides, speed on in
relentless chase, cager rnuzzles outstretched, eager eyes glarîîîg on flec
bounding quarry, gleaîning muscles vorkîing in the suishine lîke the steel
rods of the drivers of thc Illightning express." A dozen of thern are
bunched in the track of the chase ; others are fartier out to rigbit and lcft.
Not an inch do the pursuers seem t0 have gained : siraight as au arrow bas
been the fligbt s0 far, but now the "lbreaks" are just ahead, little ravines
cut in bere and ihere acrosstUic level. liill hie keep bis determined course,
up bill and down, straight away to the east, or will lic lose heuart, tack, veer,
double and twist ? If bc swerve bie is a lost rabbit 1

Yar to the rear, yelping, panting, distractedl by tbis fimie, te terriers and
mongrels. the original leaders, l.ave fallen. The field tijo, is iurag out
nearly a mile deep) ai the end of the first six minutes' run, for eorne of the
laggards have given up and are disposed 10 'vait for the coming of the bug-
gies and buck-boards. Here ai ihe front ail is intense excitemeni. All cyes
are on the rabbit, for now or neyer will the crisis corne. The herses arc
brcaihing heavily, but with no thought of slackcuing speed. IlWatch him
now as lie sights that arroyo P" shouis Graham to, Iarkc, for far out 10 the
right front a ravine bursts off to the southecast, and one of its shallow con-
tributors strcîches obliquely across the rabbit's frenzied vision. "lVeer that
way ; bellil takec il, sure 1" shouts the hunismun ; and, sure enough, no
sooner does he rcach it ihan tlie gray vicztirn darts doi-n thie winding shelter,
as thougli hopcful that his suddtn twist would thirow lus pursuers off tic
sigbt ; sccnt the grtyhound bins nonc. The move is di8asîrous ; Il lit 1"
siîout t'e Ieadiing rdcrs, waving the pursuit Io the right front, and, obrdictit
to signal, the fortmost liounds s'xeep in long curv.- ir.îo tie culée, strikaiig
it many a yard fariber down ihan %vliere the bsrricd, chose firsi dived imbt lls
treacherous sbadows. Anid nowv thosc hounds who wcre out on lte riglat flank
are up in line .,ritli the very leadcrs, and bounding along the le!vel ai thie
side of the ravine, yti kcpig a;.y eye tapon the chase. Sn, too. thc
l',rsemten. Making a dcep curve in flic ravinie five bundrcd )ards aticad,
and confident that J3unny %vill bliiidly rush along bis -. indli-.g irack, thry
strike oui acioss, the prairie, gaining itveniy borseletîgtlba by tilt inuvC ; aiiti
noir, wiîli -wo or ilîrc of the oldesi hour-ils, Parke, Daiîa, and M rs. Bel L nali
are dariing on zibreast o niet chare. *1 Kccp oui ihcre to the 1ifi, soule uf
you V" shouus Dalia. Il 1Il sptiiii thie oîhi-r side quick a's he. secs as
Drive hirn back. ' :Ard. acdicut tu the ,il.nl of li.9 v-al b and., twoî of
tbo lending trenîn rs bre.isî the silupes tu f1l ea,.î, caIliîîgý ha! -dozcu hliî,s
wiib ibcm. Daining around a bcnd, linny'e tgnntzca cyts, catch siglIu .,f
the houinds aud tiotbu.- on the riglit batik, andI iike a flash tic ivlîirls, sc.ili-
pers ulp tue t ppobiit slq c, inil Shoots oui oz] uIl prairie ag.ail isu in unie
to meei Ille hounids and trcîr.lers who have aautaicilpat-td dlie aaauve. Zutvli
is wild and dcrncraîazed Oaace miore: he dives intu flic ravine undl scnds
the du-si flying ini the ver> facrs of his î,îîîstaers. for noti th c adiaag 1aounds
arc Sn close illat 118e loremiîst ja'ws are snlaisping the air ai his ccry b sutad.
A quick :urn to ihr right an.d up) the sîcîlie ihrat tic-e "-cadets Iar-too) far
-b-yoiid; ilicy anwcrp aruund in long cîare ; but, tbui.gh hc hias iiirowvn
ilaemn off, ilae bui-trd. scnmcirss, hc:lpktss îvrica l.as (trgtstcia thc ira;scirs t.,
flic 1<ar; :15<-y spring acMëô' the angle he hia: ade, a:aa irc: as close as the
original puisuers,-and mu«1i the frebher Wiidly, maffly niuI hc twvists aaîd
îurs.s firsi up orne banik, thon the uther. Far 10, the rcar the coisoing riders
se the sictis ofh.is brcaking down, mark the scutrying to an.d fro of horst
and hound. Ilonte on 1' îhey shoui. *1Ic's gone now, :and Ive can bc in
ai the dca;hà 1" MIS I.nwrcnce on anc sidn uf ilie ravine is -s fir to the
(rotai as Mzls. Bcîknmp on the other. Onc <,f ihci iau.,i ]use thec brusu : he
cannai die un ljrîî *sadts ah nitice. The dark bcaui tat lîid mue than once
tasj.ing di.ut1 )l.t'iiitvd in the 1;%-, iwo da> S. it 'vould bc anit-lerable taov that, ~
a(tcr ail, à%lr:. Law:<incc, and îlot site, shoutd prove the vicier,
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