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T'he view front tbe window was a bcautifuI one, extendiig* over flhc
lclasure grounds and the Mren undulating woods. The wind that came

In so, gentiy was laden wit e the breath of flowers. Hildred looked at hierhiusband, and then, liaif kneclir.g, she *.ook up lier station by the side of hischair. Wliat it cost lier to, anakc tlaat advance no unc but lierseif kncw.lier face llushed, lier beart beat. It emed to ber a bold stelp. If LordCuraveai feut any surprise, lie was very careful flot to show it.41Your ancestors were such noble mn," she said. I 1 had no ancestors,yet 1 would neyer do a mcan action. WVhere do my instincts of nobiiitycoule fron? And you, Lord Caraven-you cal yourself an u:aworthydescendant of tiiese great men. Why 1"
IlThis is a troublesoane question," hie rcplied with a stuile; and theanswer would have but littie interest for >'ou."
IlEverything that coaicernis yoit interests me," site rejoincd quickiy."Wby should it not?"
I have flot bee» s0 kind to you, Ilildred," lie said, Ilthat you shouldfccl interested in me."'

Il >erhaps we have both muade nîistakes," shc rcturned, IlI think 1 cariguess vbat you wouid say. Vou mean that you have donc notiting greatand glorious."
IlIt may bc so," said the cari. Sue Iooked up at laia, with aitliberheurt ini ber eye.
IlThere is anc tliing ta bc said," site reniarked. Il 'ou way not havedonc any greàt or brilliant decds, but you have never donc a micari aie."IdJ hope not," lie replicil.
IlNor," she continued quickly, Ilwuuld you ailow a aneau or unjustdecd ta be donc ira your nasne-wouid you ?"IlNo," hie answcred, an decidedly that shte vas filled with great content.Site vcntured on a further liberty, one that tcuchcd iaim. She laid lierbaud on bis."i knew it," site said, Il1 vas sure of il. 1 knew that you nmighit sceauindolent, that you ighbc L unfairiy influcnced, that you might perbups attimes be mislcd, but 1 féed quite sure tbat it was agaînst yotir code cf honor,against yaur wish and viii, against your ideas af rigbt."
"What is against theni, Hildred ?" lic asked.

Sme vas silent for a fev minutes, and then she laid lier haud moretenderiy upc» his."8Thank yau," she said,. Ilfur lettîng me speak ta, you. 1 was haifafraid at first, but noir you give me courage."
Hrr sweet huoeility disaraned laim. if" àhe bad been proud. haughty orpetialant, there would have been littie chance ta picad bier case. liergentlcness; taucbed bioe. For the tirsi Urne in bis lifé lic took bier hauds andclasped thena ina bis own.
IdDo not Lie afraid of speakin.- tu arue, Hliidrcd," bc said.She hald so muucb ai stukre that site treînbid. lie &aw ber ijeautiful f. x~grow paie and bier lips tremble.
IdHidred," hie said gmntly, Ilyou pain mce. WVJat is it you vauldsay 1 Speak ta me without fear."
Then &abe took courage. She raised lier cyes ta bis.411 know cf a great act cf injustice that au being donc in your namue,Lord Caraven il' anad, in lier own forcibie language, shc toid him, :hc whoiesiory. lie listened in silence.
Il Do ydou assure me, Hildred," lie said at last, Id titati.bis is truc 1"IdI is pcrfectly truc," site replied.
*That launtyre han tatien that bribe, and bas refuiscd i» my naie tarenctw Mocore'. le "

IdYes, hie bas done that."
IdThen," naid the carl, with unusual dccisioai, "l his rcign wiii bc a shortonc. Ife told me that Xoore was hctting the haaad go ta ruin-iliat the (annrvas not briniig ira baf whiî it couid Le muade to bring-îlaat- WVeil, 1bave not patience ta, rel eat ail lac said. If ibis be truc, lic bas deccivedme--and, by ru, carîdaru, 1 vow bie shall not deceive nie twice'"
She bad bardly dared ta laopc for sucla rcady answer-such hopeful

rffspouse.
44 Witt yau listera tu me," she said, Id h ite 1 tell you more 1"Il es, I yull listera," replied the cari, with gbicmny face.She dad mot spare birn. Site toid laina bow bis estat: vas vorse caredfr &Wd more raimmnagcd tban ariy other in England-bow thme îpoor criedout for belp and did flot receive it, thec sick and the sorrowful for relief anddid not get it-how the vrcîchcd bomnes caused fever ar 1 rheumaîisni inda haut of miseracs-mow the haborers ou hie estule wcr. warsc paid, verseiodged, and worse (cd titan coi aray otlicr--ow the tenants wcrc marebcavily bwrdened-how his anc vas spoken with curses noci blcssings.Hle hastened vitiacut reîahy, but sbc saw ibat lais face had grona vcrypaie a&d that bià lips ircirabied. -She: spoltc with î'assaonatc carnestness ;tibesalId be nmo niistakc about the nu.r-hc maust thorougbiv under-

stand.
l'Ail ibis," bc said. Iawile 1 bavc becn slccpinmg licre : Ilîldred, 1viii me for myseif what is tic trmatb. I wiii trust ta i omae's opinion-Iwiiig over ta Brosabili. iii you ride over via la mer'l
&u lookcdl at Une broad golden lecame cf tRac sunt.
"It is ici varru," site said, Ilyau viii not care to go oui."IWarm r' lie repcated airiost vrithfuily. Il Vbat mattcrs a tilte beatvhen so, mucb is ai stake r'

Then ho looked quickly ai lier.fi If kt is toc varia for you," hic raid, 14 1 wiii go alune."

She @prtang te lier feet with a glati ligbt in bier cyei.
"t4No," ahe replied, I it is never too %faim for nie. 1 love the sun.
"Witt You ride or drive f' hie askcd.
1 Witl ride," site rcplied, having heard hiru say tui norning tlat hewould rather ride tera miles than drive anc.

Ife looked pieased.
IdI viii sec for myseif," hie repcated. "4Do tbcy tlaink iliat 1 alti seblind as ta Le laoodwiukcd witb false stories ?'"dNo, but they have believcd you too indolent evea tu care wliatlaer thestories were truc or Dot," nid Hldred.

rbere were soute uittle surprise evemi amuaîgst the servants at recima theyoung cari and countess ride off alone. Wbat did it mca» ? WVere better
times really coming ?

-Sir Raoul vatchcd thean start; amnd lbe sid ta, hinîscif, as lae iookedafter thean-
"TIle greutest gUif of Heaven te muen is surely the. noble influcence of a

noble vogua»."1
Ille carl would sec for hinself- and bie did sec. It seemmed ta hian thatlac mnust have bec» auieep for years. Whcrc were thac saniles; of vecommethat years ago used ta, greet him? 1Now laborers passed hiru with a suieiface, witb a toucb of the cal) and a muttered curse. He saw the vretchedttenents vbere dimmae rcîgned triunidphant-be sav mothers wlaosecbildren had died for vant of nounislaing food-he saw strong muen whosejust condeannation cf bian vas written in their averted eycs and closcd litis.He saw tbat for hian there vas no affection, little respect: yet hie vas lordcf the soit-in sonme fashion master of the destinies of these people.Hie rode in silence-silence tbat bis youaîg vile did flot carde Io break,fur she saw tbat hie vas 'arouscd ai hast. 'lîhey vent to Broruhili, and tîmerethe cari saw matters for hiniseif. There was little meed for yards ta tellhaîru iow the prestige of the old r.aie hatd sunk. Those lionesi yoenem,the Moores, vhose farefatbers bad served bis aracesturs su galluntly and iveul,hiad no %miales, no veleome for bim ; they verc sturdily respcctful, theY Saidlittie-the aid ruan who iaad picaded so, passioaiateiy ta Huldred icasi of ail.But the young, indolent, pleusure-loving carl sbrunk belore the caltin stemafaces; bie knew that he vas in the wrong.
Nevertheless, if they vere stern and eoid in their reception of the eal],thaey bad a vagin veome for bis beautifual young vife. She had not iguoredcenturies cf service; she had amot broke", the bonds betweeai master anadservant; she bad not lcil thme beat interest. ôf tuicir lives ta Blantyre. TiiycrowA.ed round her-even Uic uittle children caine ta, giîe bier the flo,.enstbcy badl gathered, and to look ai the plesani shining face. -There vas accurt cf inquiry held vithin the aid farn vralts; the carl listemed attentiveyta the aid aman and bis sons; thear be locked gravcly ai ibean.'* ou have donc veil Wo spcak out boldty " hie ad I cculd as suceimagine Ravensmere vithout a Caraven as Ironmbîll vithout a Moore. Yeurteed flot go to Blantyre again. I viii sigu the lems-and it shall Le dc

ai once."
Hec spoke only once on bis way home, and then it vas ta say to bis vite-"I1 have donc justice there ; and, if 1 cami, 1 viii do justice wheacver itis needed." .And, as they rode on tbrougli the sunlight, site toid hlm

Heavea vouid bless hlm for il.

CHAPTER XXXI.
Lady Caravea vas pleased as site drcssed for dimmner. She recailed thehappy faces, the grateful varda that she bad accu and beard but a few houribefore ai Biombill ; it vas wortb living for, this pawer of doimg good. Shebadl lien sommeting in bier busband's face that day vbicb had surpriscd hier,somctbing thai drove away the indolent, easy expression. Was the sleepinglion rouscd ai hast ? Rad bier passionute yards, bier keen indignationa,moved bimn iIlad Lie gravai ashmamned of bis indolence ? IIad lie tired cf

bis picasures ?
Sitting opposite tu hiin ai dinner-timc, site Ioolced a i huai attentivel.Certainly ihere was a change in bis face. i was briglater, keener, more cethe &heri; Uic eyes vere full of ligbt ; hie seemed interested in wbat wusgoing oni. Once during dinncr site met Sir Raoui's glance, and it vus fumll

of pieased surprise.
Id Xow is ru> turne," thouglit Ilildred-"I nov 1 waysecure vhat 1 wanL!'Wben the gentlemen came imita the drawing-rom site muade hicrsclnammfisciamating anad charaing. Shte sang, site talked ; the vboie Party thougi:bier execedingi>y entertaining. hi vas vbear ber busband vas looking moigpleused, ud iistening ta lier vrith real interest, limai shc vent up ta bina.I have a littie fairer ta, ask af ydou," she iaid. IlWitt you give me fireminutes cf your diane ibis evenin;.
His hook vas crac of pheaied, bniiigbî expectation.
"'Assurcdiy, hildrcd-as long as you like.- Iaiibcgimnimg ta tbink tIWamn> interviews vifli you are velcgame ocs."
So abcn lime mcii of the visitars bied gonc: le tbeir respective roonis tiscari iingcred. Itvassoiethignovel ta hm, tbisappinmcaitvitbisom

vife-somethinz piquant. He vaited for be in thme dravingrooam, wbeUic blinda vere stili ummdravra, and through the viamdovs ai vhicb a loveilancon wau simedding floods ar silacry light.
He sat dcvi thcugbtfuiiy, lohimg ai the sky ; lic could bar Uic 61.1click cf tihe billiard bais, bie 1mev thai ruai> a mery )est vas pawmg athe smoking.raam. Butin some vague fsmbo-e could hardiy undesWmvby- bc felt tired ud' amà tzJa plustime. His vues carnest fiace rose qbefore hum ; again lie aeem.d to bear ber pleading pas"tasalc.ords. REuovn expresion haunîedhim--."u vasedhife."1 Washislii ideedvasWe?Young, imaume, talcutel, diki ne live ini vain ?
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