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THR “GUBLPI{ ADVERTISER® AND] of public duty, and not from any molives of

BRIGADE MAJUR BARRELTU.

disrespect or malevolonico,  Wo trust that
by this timo the gentleman himsell feols

NEGRO JURIES IN THE SOUTH.
The Now York H%rld (Detu.) of tho 18U,

Last February wo noticed in our issuo of| fully satisfied of the purity of our molives! jus an article which represents n sad stato
tho H1th of that month, that the Guelph Ad | and iutentions, aned from s point of view

eertiser hnd made an attack upon Rrigade|

wo were not justitied, yet wo trust that he

Mnjor Barretto which seriously affected his| ings,

chiaraster and position, and wo at that time
oxpressod o hopo that the charges wero un.
founded. Sineo thon wo have learned that
Drigade Major Barrotto hnd instituted a suit
for libel aganst Mr. Wilkinson of the Adver
tiges in March Inst which has Inin in abey
ance over since, and has Iately beon remov.
¢l by n chango of venun tn tho stratford
nssizos which opens on tho 14th inst,

It iv vory unfortunate that charges so
gravely affecting the charncter of n gentlo.
man, holding tho position occupied by Bri-
gudo Major Barrerto, should oveor ho prefer-
red, i such could not bo proved boyond n
doubt. And it is still more unfortunnto
that any gentleman holding so responsible
un oftico should lay himself open in the
most romoto degroo to such charges ad wore
made Ly tho Advertiser, Ad we havo réceiv-
ad no direct information upon the matter
wo are not prepared to give a decided opinion
upon the merits of this case; but, from the
tone of tho press who nave noticed tho mat.
ter, wo are inclined to think that thecharges
were not preforred in any captious or vindio-
tive spirit, or with the intention of wantonly
injuring tho character of Brigado Major Dar-
reito, Tho length of ime winch has been
allowed to elapse sinco the charges wero
made, voupled with the transfer of the suit
from Guelph to Stratford doos not tond
to make us regard tho mattern a more fav,
orable ligiht. The Jddcertiser says that tho
real object of this ma ~uvre was to have
the trinl to take plue where Butretto's
friends are most numerous, and to put. it to
a3 mucli oxpensc as possible in having to
tnko counsel and witriesses a distanco from
homo, causing an inconceivable amount of
trouble.

If such were really tho case further com-
ment onourpart would be uscless: the thing
wouldl speak for itsel® but we hope Major
Barrotto will succeed in clearing his fair
fame fromm the aspervions cast wpon ft.
From tho tone of a lato articlo in tho Adrer-
flser, wo are inclined to think that i€was un.
necessarily severo in its strictures upon the
conduct of Brignde Major Barretto, and it
secms to uy inchaed to soften down the sov-
erity of its former remarks. Tt sdyb's

“Wp had occasion to remark jn severgl
provious issues, thatow colirse nd languag
wers prompto& by no unkind or malicious
fealings towards Major Barretto, or with any
wish in the slightest degreo to do him a
wrong. On the contrary, we have alwaya
endeavored on all proper occasions 10 pro-
moto sentiments of dud’ respect towardy
}mblio ofticors, and accord.to them our {ul:
est gupport,nnd gonfidence in the proper
dischargo of onerous and delicate duties.
Henca our reference to what seemed, as ive
heard it, & grave departure -from “Ho® strict
path of propriety, wes prémpted by a stnego

*Tho public press must oceasionally, in

! the honest and nnpartial dischavge ol its
Iduty, fearlessly diseutss the acts and courso
! ol thoze who aro by their own seeking or by
perty.  Perhape ut times it may appear
acarcely warranted m the employmont ot the

{ the choico of others, 8o {o speak, publio pra-

" impartial rigows of ite utterances, but in no

) instane o have wo o pelves desired, nnei eer-
| tainly ot in this case, to du an individual
| personal injury and privato wron;i.

“Tho courso of modern Journalism is ex-

} ecedingly difticult, av its powor nnd mfluence
! aro alwaysoxpected to L s oxercised in behalf
; of what will promoto tho public interests
‘ and protect Socicty.  No tmore perplexing
daty can bolong to it than when n personal
allugion his to bo made in its desive to pro.
servo tho obligations nlluded to. Whilst
doing tais fearlessly on theono hand, yot on
tho other it must do.so ﬁecoming\y, without
unnceessary soverity or Invidiousness: and
this is o mosy, difliculy gauntlet to rua with
safoty, [Editors cannot bo ubiqwitous nor
omniscient. ‘They ure mortal themsolves,
aned if they err unwittingly orare appurently
severe, it ought not to bosot down to ptivate
malice, Their remarks bong dictated by
the higher rogwed-for the public good, their
possiblo misconceptions should be fairly
corrected, but not sought to be vindictively
punished.

“I'v any ono conscious of the difticultics
of the Journalist our remarks will not seem
exyggernted. Wo shall always in the future
as in tho past we have aimed to do, accord
to all men, and especinlly to public officials,
out unswerving itdluence m tho duo dus.
chargo of their legitimnte luties,  And in
this country this influecnca when honestly
exerted is done so with marked effecton the
great mass of the people who, possessing
intolligenco and honesty in no mean dogree,
ave properly, peculiarly jealous and sonsitive

.onallquestions involving the proprietiesand
obligations of all ‘such as avo in authority
over us.'

Parts of this seem to us very like a desiro
to retraot much of its former nysertion, and
when the Editor speaks of *‘possible mis-
conceptions™ we aro inclined to believo that
more was said than the circumstances war-
ranted. ‘The Distrlet which is the sphere of
Brigade Major Barretto’s duties is one of the
tinest in Canhdn, and a scandal of this kind
should not bo nllowed to go undecided so
long. 1f the Adeertiser findy that ithas been
wrong'in its remarks, it should at onco re-

«tract and do justico to the person it has in-
jured.  If howaver its charges wero justiied

)| by the facts, then it need not fearito syhnt

distanco the suit may be removed or what

4] eXpenses hay be incurred, for then it need

not doubt the award of justice.

In the present number will be found an
inter®ting articlo from the Justratcd Lon-
don News, upon the war materialas the Paris
"Exposition. By it will be seen that Great
Britain is not behind other nations in the

rogressive scienco of war, Uddly enough
pited States gans and armor, of which

i

o hoar so much, maké but a poor show at
-the Exposition. b

will regard tho wntter fairly inall its bear-,

of affies in some parts of the conquered
Santh. Tho sudden elevation of the nogin
to the position of citizenship and tho work:
ing of the law in tual by Jury show to what
a deplorablo condition the whitey ara regue.
ed Ly the Reconatruction system sdopted
by Congress. ‘Tho World says:

“Not only overy principle of free, but
ovory maxim of fair a .1 jusd governmicnt, iy
wantonly violated in tho administeation of
the Reconstiuction laws. Thoy are admin.
istered, to bo wure, in the same spiritin
which they wero enacteld so that every viee
of administration 1uay L taken as the natu
ral fruit of this hideous system of oppres.
sion. p

“1f tho Republican anty had totally abol.
ished trial by gury m the Southern States, it
would have comumitted mdecd a flagrant
vinlation of the ¢‘onstitution, but tho practi.
cal mischiel inflioted would have been a bag
atello in comparison with the organization
6f black furies who aro so ignorant of tho
1atiors which como before themy who sit in
suclr outor darkness in respedt to the wholo
fild of logal controversy, that thoy ecan
hardly discern between their rizﬂxtlumd and
their loft. If jury trials had been simply
abolishe?, tho wrong inflicted would have
beon 1+ w0 tolerable, Decisions rendered
by & judgo without & jury would at least bo
intelligent, though thoy might not in all
cnses Yo impartial, The judgossould at least
undorstand tho causes he uadertook to do-
cide, and he would be under the restraints
impoged upon him by the intelligenco and
senso of equity of an enlightened bar and
tho wholesomo influence of public opinion.
The negroes aretoo ignorant to decidoa case
on its merits, and too dagraded in the sotial
scale to feel any of those restraining influ.
ences. A man might as well stake his suit
on the tossing of a copper as on thoe verdict
of & negro jury.’

‘This is the mot extraordinary condition
of aifairs over known to history; and it
would bo impossible to conceive o system
nioro caleulated to degrade and oppress a
conquered peoplo, Governor Orr, of South
Caroling, in a letter to the President, quoted
by the Werld, thus pertinently observes:

“Can these colored people dischargo tho
duties of jurors cither to tho United States
or to the Stato, to the litigants or to public
justice?  With such instruments will not the
efforta to administer justice Lo a moclkery?
Now, if the order had provided that no per-
son shall bo allowed to sit upon a jury who
is unable to read or write, or if & property
qualification had been annexed, orif'ina
case, civil or criminal, in which colored per-
sons may be intcrestcdz a certain proportion
of the jury should consist of their own color,
it might not have been objected to seriously:
butin itn present bearang, the order is eal
culated to excito the gravest apprehensions,
and to lead to results which must bo uni.
versally deplored by those who desire to Sce
even and exact justice meted out to all men.
Nenrly all of the hugation, certmmnly all of
tho important litigation, on tho cvil side of
the court, is hetween whito citizens, and in.
volves intricate issues of Iaw and fact, as well
as sums great and small.  What protection
can the white or aven the colored man him-
self hzw({:, if hiis: t::aqo is to be (l.ecxdedﬁliylu
Jury méde up of perions possessing sq little
lggnigenco that thoy arc unable tdréad;
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