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Stie—I have read with pleasure your
answers to R in your issue of the 9th inst,
with the exceplion of one, namely, the
4th.—with your answer to that question
Imust join issue with yours—I dont in the
least agres with you that the auswer to
this- query is that such a question in statis.
ticsis not known. But as Canadian Volun.
teersaro presumed to have Lrains asell
as others, about tho same number can
judge distance as those who are marksmen.
fNow; Sir,in all due deferenco to you, I
must bog to inform you that I have, from
my.own. observation, found many men who
are marksmen totally wanting in judging
distance, not only in our Canadian Army
but also inthe Imperial service. 1 myself
was, when in tho service a marksmen as far
as judging distanco went and within a point
of it in firing: Itis a distinct branchof
riflo shooting from that of being able to hit
the centre at 900 yards with tho rifle. It
must bo &aught, because it must bo acquired.
Itis quito a dilferent matter (o tho eyo
finding that tiie distanco between yourself
and an object, the distance from you of
which is unknown to you, to that of running
the eyealong the sights of a rifte and lnow-
ing the distance, UlLeing able to hit that
object. I have known numbvers of men, !
marksmen as far as firing went, who, when *
it cameto judging distance, failed of enler-
ing tho solect foww of the regimant who
were marksmen in both branches of mus-
ketry. !

Fake some crack shiot who hias not prac
ticed judging distance,and put another man ‘
5 yards from him, then 150 yards and seo
ifho will come within 50 yards, at tho long
rangs and 10 at the shor:. I foar not to
say he will bo far out i bath his caleula
tions. CUr take any distance you like and
not once will he como near.it. No, Sir, 1
don't fear in tho lecast tosay 1 amright.
It not only requires teaching but constant
practiceto mako & man a good judge of
distance, Why, Sir, take one instance of
hiow far astray ovena good judgoe of distance
may go; put‘adip inthe ground between
the judgo and tho distant object, 2 dip of
say 30 fect from tho line of firo and the
surface of ground at tho deepest part of tho
Hollow, and you witl soon seo how far astray
the judgowill be in his calculations. 1 got
caught myself that way once, but it taught
me ono great lesson, and.that was, not to
allow too much for hollows. Ono word
beforo Iclose, X wonld suggest that fewer
rounds bo fired during camps, for we go
-there {0 learn Jmonccuvring and haundling
menin large and amail bodies; allow each
man so many rounds ball cartridge per
annum to be fired scmo {ime between the

15th Moy and 15th Sopt;mbcr,',in :squn.d!s.

ol not less than 10 or {more than 20 for cach
target, such squuds to be in charge of an
officor who must l:cep the practice return hing-
self on the range, such returns to bosent to
thoe D.A. G's and by them to lead Quartors.
The returns must bo certified as correct by
tho officer in charge and tho Colonel of the
Battalion or officer in com:nandd of the corps
to which the men belong,
Yours traly,

Otv SOLDIER,
Dac. 10th 1873

Montreal, 19th Dec., 1873.
7o the Edilor of the VorusteER REVIEW,

St~ A fricnd handed me a copy of your
paperof vesterday’sdate,with an editorial on
somo correspondence signed R, which much
surprised me. As an old yolunteer officer,
and one who has had much todo with shoot-
ing aud management of shooting matches,
as also having had tho pleasure of teaching
(many years ago) some of our best match
shots tho wrinkles of shoasing, I was much
astonished. Surely you do not givo ites
your deliberato opinion that o soldier who
caanot shoob is quite as usefu! as ono who
can! If your opinion bo correct, why should
the BritishGovernment sanction the exponse
of iocreased pay to marksmen? 1. Again
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and cnergy that the success of eur Provin-
cinl meetings is mainly due. In our own
Province, Quebec, tiwo years ago I introduc-
od the systom of optional matches, Snider
against Small Boro, and since thon the prac.
tice has become quite common. A handi-
cap in which the Snider receives 300 yards
in distance from the Small Boro, is a8 nearly
even as possible ; the best proof being that
during the last two years, Soider in the
Optional matches have taken as many prizes
as the Small Bores.

6. The reason tho Martini-Henry is not
used against the small bores, such as the
Metford and Rigby, are, first, the poorness
of the sights; secondly, the badness of the
ctocking. Most of the Martini-Henry's
being so short in the stock ns to severely
punish the unfortunate firer. Vail, the oniy
one of the Canadian Tezm who shotin the
sccond stagas of Quecn’s Prize Match at
Wimbledon this year, 1873, wvas completely
disabled by therecoil of the gan.

7, In answer to this question,  What is
being done to improve Rifle Shooting in this
country ¥' I amsorry to say little or nothing
Wore it not thatit in most of the large cities
there uro a few men who aro fond of tho
rifle, and mako great efforts oncesa year fo
induce their friecndsand the public to sub-

in the present age a bayonet chargeisaniscribo (o Local and Proyincial matches,

impossibility against breech loaders.
wovements of advanco, would require to be
covered witha dense cloud of skirmishers.

2. Unfortunately, although tho rules of
muslketry mstruction are n the Read Book,
they aro very often neglected, and very
often unread.

3. Tho writer has =a  very lively

j recollection of being  guilty of **play-

ing the fool" in one of the laic Fenian raids
by throwing his sword into a baggage
wagon and carrying a short rifle. Themen
of his company were not of tho opinion
that bo was makinga fool of himself, or
that tho fact of carrying a useful weaponin
place of a toasling fork incapacitated
him from looking after them.

4. The judging distanco drill is a thing

that requires o good deal of practico and
time, and [ am sorry tosay Ido not think
wo could get many volunteers to devoto
suflicient timo to it to becomo experl.

5. As losmall bore shooling being ofno
benefit, as an ail to shooting with tho
Government armi, I would venture to
wager, ifthe opinien of any of the cracks of
the Dominion was asked, a very different
reply wonld be given. I might namo as
compeient persons 10 cxpress an opinion
Larkin of Nova Scotia, Blactin of Now Bruns-
wick, Thomas or Worsley of Quoebec, J. J.
Mason, Murison, or Major Cotlon of
Ontario. I can assert without fear of con.
tradiction that all of these gentlemen will
agreo withme. Further, tha class of men
who can afford to spond $100 to $200 ona
sma!ll bore rifie, aro tho main supporlers of

All{shootling would die out. As to Cansdian

Army regulations or General Orders helping
to mako riflemen, thoso who know tho real
state (not paper state) of tho g0 called army,
Heaven saye the namo,will know their value.
Six yoars, or even seven yoars ago Canada
had s Volunteor Army any nation undor
thosun might be proud of. Where is it
now? Ask the men who obiained commis-
sions for purposo of lending political sup-
port to parties lately in power, who drew
pay for hundreds of men who never were in
oxistencoe. Ask about s battalion whose
colonel sont inan outrageous psy-shoet to
his Brigade Masjor who refusing to coun-
tenanco so gross & swindlo by recoramend-
ing it, was thraatenod with loss of his ofiico
by ono who had tho power to deprive him
of it, Wero it wvorth while I could readily
explain why so few men of standingand
position now remain as volunteers. As to
tho Dominion Association no real riflemen
or rifls shot counld ever conscientiously
utter aword in its praise; about tho only
good thing attached to it beingtho secro-
tary Col. Stewart, who is descrvedly popu-
lar withall who are unforlunste enough to
bo deluded into aticnding its mastches.
The dearest wish of the writer is, that the
MacKenzio Government will seco fit lo
abolish the annual grant of $5000 to the
Dominion Associstions, I had notintended
writing so much, but my pen has run away.
Ag you secm rather savage with your cor-
respondent “R* I mnay state that although
his style may be flippant and he =nsksa

good many quesiions, there docs aot exist
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