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tho ndvice given him by Licut, Col. 'I'arleton
atan onrly period of tho siege, but under
oxisting circumstances was not ns practicable,
and transported across tho river {o Glouces.
ter noarly half of his available force, when a
squall disterbed {ho oparations, and with
characterigtic indecision those that had cross-
ed wero withdrawn and the lnst hopo of tho
British having passed away ; in the forenoon
the British General despatchied a flag of truce
to Genoral Washington with the following
Jottor:-~

“Yong, VirciNia,

“Qctober 17th, 1781.

- Ste,—1 propose a cessation of hostilities
for twenly-four hours that two ofticers may
be appointed by each sido to meet at M.
Moore's houso to settle terms for the surren-
der of tho posts of York and Gloucestor.

] have tho honor to be. &o.,
4 CORNWALLIS.
# His Excellency General Washington,™

To this communication the following an.

swor was returned :—

4 Canp perore YoRk,
4« 17th October, 1781,

“My Lonp,—I have had the honor of re.
ceiving your Lordships letter of this date.
An ardent desire to save the effusion of hu-
man blood will readily induce me to listen to
such terms for tho surrender of your posts
and garrisons at York and Gloucester as are
admissible.

#1 wish pvevious to the meeting of the
commissioners that your Lovdship's propos-
als in writing moy bo sent to the American
lines, for which purpose a suspension of hos.
tilities during two hours from tho delivery
of this letter will be granted.

] have tho honor to be, &ec.,
¢ G, WaSHINGTON,
# Right Hon’ble Earl Cornwallis.”

“#Yonrk 1y VIRGINIA,
¢ 17th Oct., 1781, half-past four, P.M,

4 Sir,~ I haye this moment been honored
with your Excelleucy’s letter dated thisday,
The timae limted for sending my answer will
not admit of entering into the detail of arti-
cles. but the basis of my proposals will be
that the garrisons of York and Gloucester
shall be prisoners of war with the customary
honors, and for the conveniency of the indi-
viduals which I have tho honor to command,
that the British shall be sent to Britain and
the Germans to Germany under engagement
not toserveagainst France, America or thei
allies until released or cegularly exchanged.
That all arms and public stores shall bo de-
livered up to you, but that the usual indul
gence of side arms to officors and of retain-
ing privato- property should be granted to
officers and soldiers, and that the interests
of several individuals in civil capacities and
connected with us shall be attended to.

¢« If your Excellency thinks that 2 continu
anco of the suspension of Lostilities will Le
necessary to transmut your answer I shall
havo no objection to the hour that you may
Propose.
%1 have the honor to be, &c.,

¢ CORNWALLIS.
«'His Excellency Gen, Washington."”
“CAMP DREFORE YORK,
#18th Octobery 1751,

My Lonp,~ To avoid unnecessary discus-
sion and delays 1 shall at once, in answer to
your Lordship’s letter of yesterday, declaro
the genoral basis upon which a definitive
treaty of capitulation may take place.

“The garrisons of York and: Gloucester
including the seamon as you propose, shal.

be received as prisoners of war. . Tho con-
ditions annexed of sending the British and
German troops to the ports of Xuropo to
which thoy respectively Lolong, is inadmis-
sablo. Instend of this they will bo march-
cd to such parts of the country ss can most
conveniently bo provided for their stbsis.
tence, and tho benevolent troatment of tho
prisoneys which is invariably observed by
the Ameiicans, will bo oxtended to them.
Tho sameo honors wiil be granted to tho sur-
rendering army as were granted to tho gar-
rison of Charlestown, . The shipping and
boats in the two harbors with all their guns,
stores, tackling, furniture, and agparol,
shall bo delivered up in their present state
to an officer of tho navy.npppointed to take
possgession of them.

"~ wTho artillery,.arms, accoutrements, wili
tary chest and public stores of oyery denom-
ination shall bo delivered unimpaired to the
heads of the departments to which they re-
spectively belong.

“Ihe officers shall bo indulged in retaining
their sido arms, and the oflicers and soldiers
may preserve their baggago and effects with
this reserve, that pioperty taken in the
country-will bo reclaimed. With regard to
tho individuals in_civil capacities, whose in.
terests your Lordship wishes may bo attend.
ed to, until they aro more particularly de-
scribed nothung definite can bo sottled.

*1 have to add thatI expect the sick and
wounded will be supplied with their own
hospital stores and be attended by British
surgeon’s particularly charged with the caro
of them. .

& Your Lordship will be pleased to signify
your determination either to aceept or reject
tho proposals now offered in the course of
two hours from tho delivery of this lotter,
that . commissioners may Le appointed to
digest -tho article of capitulation, or are-
newal of hostilities may take place.

I have the honor to be, &c.,
* 4G, WASHINGTON.
“ Right 1fonorable Earl Cornwallis.™

Tho second paragraph proves that Wash.
ington was not above tho gasconading weak-
ness of his countrymen, and it reads queerly
to.Jiear him boast of the *: benevolen, treat-
ment of the prisonecrs,” knowing that his
masters, tho Congress, had acted in the
most outrageously treacherous and cruel
manuer to the prisoners taken at Saratoga,
who, surrendering under capitulation, were
marched into the interior-of the .country
and compeised tolabor, thus bresking avery
article of the engagements sulemuly entered
into by thetr .officers, and that uunder the
meanest and most disreputable of subter-
fuges. Ilowever, he was nothing moro than
an ordinary Amenc.n, as tlrey call. them

| selves, and a fair specimen ot the exaggera-

I tions of character peculiar to thoso people.

i .As the indecision of the British General
brought on the crisis, nothing remained to
be done but accept the conditious, and the
following letter closed the correspondence
on this subject;

“Yors, VirgInis, 18th Uctober, 1781,

“Sir,—I agree to open a treaty of capitula..

tion upon thoe basis of tho garrisons of York
and' Gloucester, including seamen, being
prisonersof wat, without annexing the con-
dition of their being sent.to Burope, but 1
expect to receive o compensation in the ar-
ticles of capitulation for the surrender of
Gloucester 1 its present -state of defenco,

I shall iu particular dasiro that tho Bonetta | Broad drrow.

sloop of war may be loft entiroly at my dis
posal {rom the hour that tho capitulation i
signed to recoivo an Aide-do.Camp to carry
my dispatches ‘to Siv Henry Clinton, such
soldiers as I may think propor to send as
passengor. 1 hor, to bo manned with fifty
seamon of her own crow, and to be pormit
ted to¢gail without examirntion when my
dispatche. .ro ready, engaging on my part
that the ship shall be brought back’and de
livered to you, if sho escapes the dangars .l
tho.sen; that tho crew and soldiers shall be
accounted for in future exchanges ; ‘that she -
shall carry off’ no officer without your con
ront, nor public proparty of any kind ; and
I shall liliwiso desiro thal tho traqem ainl In
habitants may preserve their property and
that no person may bo punished or molested
Jor hwving joined the British troops.

#If you chaoso to proceed to negotintions
on theso grounds I shall appoint two liell
oflicors of my army to meet two oflicers fron
you at any timo and placo that you think
proper to digest tho articles of capitulativn

“T have the honor to be, &c.,
f CORFWALLI
4 11is Bxculdeircy Gen. Washington,”

Iron Duke, 14, doublo screw armour-lut
ed ship. This magnificent specimen of naval
architecture was suecess{ully launched from
Pembroke yard on ‘Tuesday. This ship is
built wholly of iron, and she iz furthermore
armour-plated with iron slabs, cight inches
thick, down to the waterline. Sheis avery
fine model, and it is fully anticipated she
willattain the speed estimnted —namely, 13}
knots—-being propelled by- twin screws,
driven by first class engines of 300 horse
power, on the trunk principle.. Her arma
ment will consist of 14 9inch guns, 12 tuns
each, so that taking this into consideration
together with her armor and the immense
speed anticipated from her, she will w
doubtedly prove a most formidable antagon.
1st.  Her accommodation for oflicers and
crew is excellent.  The between decks are
about ten fect, thus ensuring, with other
appliances, good ventillation. As her name
iraylies, sho is eatlled after the Duke of We
lington; a profile likeness of his well mu .
ed countenance, in mcdallion shape, Lein: [
placed on either bow, surrounded by anem B
‘blematical trophy of arms, vepresenting
laurels, bannerots, and warlike weapons,
with the arms of old England and mottom
the centre, the whole surrounded by a lirge
scroll projecting slightly over the stemof
the ship.  This ornamentation is of bronze,
and enhances the vessel's appearance con
siderably. Xer stern, too, is very hand
somely oinamented. The principal dimen
sions of tho JIron Duke are as follows -
Length, 280ft., 1}.; breadth, S54ft,, ln
depth in hold, 25[t., 1in. ; burthen in tous, J
2787; and her dead weight is caleulpted s |
3200 tons. A-large concourse of people B
was present attho launch, The interesuns g
ceremony of christening was graccfully per
formed by Lady Evelyn Campbell, daugh
ter of the Earl Cawdor. A very eleganiy §
carved fretwork box.of Cuban maluga.
lined with bluo silk velvet, and covere §
withea glass top, was afterwards pmesented
to the Lady Evelyn by tho respectcd master
shipwright, 2r. Robert Saunders, who toch
therefrom a handsomely forined malict v:
satin wood, and o burnished steq) chiscl. wiik
a satlin wood  handle, with which Lsdy
Evelyn dexterously severed the ¢ ad th
suspended tho weights  Tlhey then fellea 8
the dog slores, -and: the vessel glided o
into the water amidst: great cheering.  Th §
Iroi. Dutie was taken to Iobbs’ Point, whe
her muachinery will Lo placed on lomd -

.



