
4~OTHE CAN4ADIANI INDEPENDENT.

get, and we need wisdomn too, that we do flot
follow mere3 will-o'-the-wisps leading us into
bugs and darkness.

Our friend Mn. Allworth lis 1Leen callingr
attention t0 some very mean aspects of church
life. Truly they are inean enough. If* tlwy
are commun bthey are a reproach to the c[i tirches
that have developed them. If the churches
have mnucli of such "Iwood, hay and stubble "
as that, it is a sad cominentary on our high
professions.

But are these things generaliy so? Are there

ciote? ny other consideratiuns4 bearing in the

I thin«k there are. Why, for examaple, should
persons leave a church in wvhich they find truc
féIlowship, and edifying ministry, to join
another in which the,; have no certainty ol
ffnding either? IDo you answer, Congrega-
,tlouai principles?2 Then let us speak plaiiily
and say that Conoregational principles per se
are no guarantes either of sounid preaching or
quickenitig, t*llowsliip; yet the-,e beyond doubt
are he, vital thin-,- kü la at f heir soul'a peri]
that men negl'ect them.

Whiat liLve we seen in Canada of late ye'irs?
Apastor oît' promitient Congregatiorial chuirci!

living~ in open adultery. Antother Pastor of a
l'arge chtirch known as an open fr. queuter of
saloons a id-I ar rooms Both of these have
diï'appeared from. the scene. Let us he thank=,
fût fo-r that, but they were both fur a tixue banu
fidâ pastors of Congregational churches.

Wotild it have heen righý for atiy C3hristian
man to iea-'ie an Episcopnl or a IPresb34eria,
church, in whichi he heard the truth pr el1e(
and enjoyed fèallowshnip wvith devout sott1ls, tu
joi .n hixuseif to a church under such ,uidanc(.
as thàt

Are 'there not to-day members of Congregra-
tional churches whichi deny the Lord. tha,

,,ought t* em ? Non-.orthodox you say. Very
true. But they are Congregational, pure anè

efi 'le, and if we talk of freedomi this s-ort
4evelopes it to a far higher degree than we d.
iNow if Congregationalism, siînply as an eccles-

atial system is to0 be foilowed wberever w
1Ènd iL, then ïne a place wherc there is no othiex
sort than a Unitarian churchi a man la bound
Î6 join himself to, that rather than to a Pres-

byeran or a Methodist, 'however (iodly e,
Innistiy and fe,,llowabip tihey may have. Is

thsa conclusion' fhat will hoId ? 'Uiost.of u-s
wduia revoit fr6m it. The truth is, to a ltÉ*

.extent, Congre-g'ationaI churches origiirîlly
<lrew men out of other systeins by thxe furee of*
spiritual attraction. Other churches vere
dead. There was neither active truth nor
fellowship, in -.hem. But the* spiritual forù-es
of true preurh1ing and'lively tè!llowship are
powerful magnets. Drawn by these, nmen came
ouf and formed churches on the basis of pure
communion and sound doctrine.

But the firne may corne Wlien the position
is reversed. If is the Congreieational churcb.
whichi is dead, arid the otherg which are aliv&
In that case the same spiritual forces wili d4aw
Meni out, and keep thern from pin in. Ho*
oa*i it be otherwise? Few men can havé
moved much amrongst the churches of England
alid Canada without, seeing instances of both
k:nids. What then is heconclusion ? 1.i à
tiot that we shouli, wben needful, (and if cer-
taitily is needfül at some times and in some.
pla;ces,) go back f0 first principtes, and that
whlen Wb geL back we should stay there.

With a holy minisfry in whicn no man with
stainis on his character can find place for a
Iay, with a memibi rship of holy persons W( rk-
tic) with the past' r; with energetie settii-g-

.orth, and xthat with no uncertain sourid, ot
oiblictil doctrine in its bre;'dth and fuiness of
tpplicati'tn; these, coupi..d with reabonable-
SvfI5e iii administering churchi affaira, wvill flnd
tien ready to be drawn in, anid kelit ini, now
Li ever.

G. HAGUE.
Montreal, January 22nd.

THLE SEEDLINGS UNDER THfE BRICK.

The power of seeds ini gerniinating to force thoir Wat
Lirough hard clods is very weil known. There is how--
>ver a liniit to this power, and Bomie soeds neyer geL
through the bard sub"tances that cover there. Somé-
ire retarded for a long time and retain their vitalitY
tillin soi-ne way the incubus 18 lifted off thein, sonie.
perish and nieyer iake a plant.

A man once neyer had a fine and fertile soil in hia-
gardes in which he deerined to plant some sced for
r, ees ini the future. -He accordingly planted au acorn.
aL beecli-nut, and an apple seedl. The seeds wero eack
n.)ood with a vital gerin and under proper conditionw:
would produce a tree. But qver each aeed -ho firrnl
placed a brick. The apple seed sprouted, sent out
roots, stnmggled hàizd for air and sunlight, retained ite
vita2lity for i long tliuîe and foreed itàelf againet the,
brick, but could i n.t raisb it, nor pehétrate it, and WéaW


