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get, and we need wisdom too, that we do not
follow mere will-o’-the-wisps leading us into
bugs and darkness.

_Our friend Mr. Allworth has Leen calling
attention to some very mean aspects of church
life. Truly they are mean enough. If they
are common they are a reproach to the churches
that have developed them. If the churches
have much of such “wood, hay and stubble”
as that, it is a sad comwmentary on our high
professiqus.

But are these things generally so ? Are there

_ not many other consideratiuns bearing in the
case ?

I think there are. Why, for example, should
persons leave a church in which they find true
fellowship and edifying ministry, to join
another in which the, have no certainty of
finding eitlier? Do you answer, Congrega-
tional principles? Then let us speak plainly
and say that Congregational principles per se
are no guarantee either of sound preaching or
quickeuning, fellowship ; yet thee beyond doubt
are the vital thinzs It is at their soul’s peril
that men neglect them.

What h.ve we seen in Canada of late years ¢
A pastor of a prominent Congregational churcl:
living in open adultery. Another pastor of a
large church known as an open fr-quenter of
suloons a1i-lar rooms Both of these have
disappeared from the scene. Let us be thank-
fal for that, but they were both for a time bonu
fidle pastors of Congregational churches.

Would it have heen right for any Christian
man to leave an Episcopal or a Presbyterian
church, in which he beard the truth pregchec
and enjoyed fellowship with devout s:gls, to
Jjoin himself to & church under such guidance
as that ? .

. Are there not to-day members of Congrega-
tional churches which deny the Lord, tha
,bought $1em? Non-orthodox you say. Very
true. But they are Congregational, pure and
sitaple, and if we talk of freedom this sort
developes it to a far higher degree than we d...
Now if Congregationalism simply as an eccles-
iastical system 1s to be followed wherever we
find it, then inva place where theie is no othet
sort than a Unitarian church a man is bound
10 join himself to that rather than to a Pres-
byterian or a Methodist, however Godly =
ministry and fellowship they may have. Is
this a conclusion that will hold ? ~ ‘Most of us

would revolt from it. The truth is, to 2 large

extent, Congregational churches originally
drew men out of uther systems by the furee of”
spiritual attraction, Uther churches were
dead. There was neither active trath nor
fellowship in them. But the spiritual forces
of true preuching and’ lively fellowship are
powerful magnets. Drawn by these, men came
out and formed churches on the basis of pure
communion and sound doctrine.

But the time may come when the position
is reversed. It is the Congrepational church
which is dead, and the others which are alive.
In that case the same spiritual torces wili draw
men out, and keep them from going in. How
vam it be otherwise? Few men can have
moved much amongst the churches of England
and Canada without seeing instances of both
kinds. What then is ‘the conclusion? Ii3
not that we should, when needful, (and if cer-
tainly is needful at some times «nd in someé-
places,) go back to first princip'es, and that
when we get back we should stay there.

With a holy ministry in which no man with
stains on his character can find place for a
lay, with 2 memb: rship of holy persons werk-
ng with the pastr; with energetic setting”
.orth, and ihat with no uncertain sound, of
niblical doctrine in its bresdih and fulness of
ipplication ; these, coupi.d with reasonable
sense in administering church atfairs, will find
uen ready to be drawn in, and kept in, now

W ever.
* G. HAGUE.
Montreal, January 22nd.

THE SEEDLINGS UNDER THE BRICK.

The power of seeds in germinating to force their way
through hard clods is very weil known. There is how~
ever a limit to this power, and some sceds never geb
through the hard substances that cover them. Some-
we retarded for a long time and Fetain their vitality
till in some way the incubus is lifted off them, some.
perish and never make a plant.

A man once never had a fir:e and fertile soil in his
garden in which he determined to plant some seed for
v ees in the future, He accordingly planted an acorn,.
a beech-nut, and an apple seed. The seeds were each
z00d with a vital germ and under proper conditions:
would produce a tree. But qver each seed “he firmly
placed a brick. The apple seed sprouted, sent out -
roots, struggled hard for air and sunlight, retained its
vitality for & long tirie and forced itsslf against the
brick, but counld 1 ot raisb it, nor penétrate it, and was.



