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INDEPENDENT.

’]

blessings of all our lives have come to
us through God's denials, his withhold-
ings, or lis shattering of our hopes and
JOY'S.

We should neeer forget that the ob

jeut of all divane cultare s to sancify us

and make us vessels neet for the Mas
ter'suse.  To thes high and glorious end,
present pleasure and gr;'ulicnlion must
ofttimes be sacrificed.  ‘This is the true
key to all the mysteries of  Providence,
Amything that hinders entire conseert
tion to Christ s working us harm, and
though it be our tenderest joy, it had
better be taken away,  In one of Miss
Havergal's fatest poems, she tells of one
who had chosen the Master’s service,
but who could not yield the fuller
muasure that other lives could bring,
because He had given her a charge to
keep —
*\ uns hand, a darling hand, that traced
On her heart's tablet words of golden love;
And there was not much room for other

hires.”
Jusus wished her to do larger, wider
work for Him, to gather not one gem,
but many, for His crown.

“And so He came

The Master came Hiumsell, and gentiy took
The hittle hand in His, and gave it room
Among the angel-harpers. Jesus came,
And laid His own hand on the quivenng

heart,
And made 1t very still that He might wute
Invisible words of puwer *Srefoserie”
Lhen through the darkness and the chili

He sent
A heat-ray of His love, developing
The mystic wning, tdhit glowed and shone
And it up all ber hie wath radiance new—
Lhe happy service of o yiddded heart,”

There s but one aitusiration of a dis-

cipline that 16 going on all the white in
the lives of Christ's disciples. Prayer is
not always heard, even when the heart
clings with holiest affection to 1ts most
precious jos.  Netking must hinder our
consceratton. We must be set * free to
serve,” though they are the tenderest
ties of our hives that hamper us, and
must be cut to make vs free. So it
comes that oftimes God can bless us
only In suffering us not to have what we
crave, not 1o heep what we cherish, not
to do what we plian. In the end it will,
no doubt, be seen that many of his rich-
ost kindnesses have come to us when it
scemed to us that he was dealing very
sorchy withus, 508 Zomes.

-

INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSON.
Sunday,Feb. 27.

Curist Hranixe tHE Sick. Luke 5:12-26.

Gorpex Trir:— And it came to pass on
a cortan dav. as he was teaching, that
there were Pharisees and doctors of the
1aw sitting by, which waie come oul of
every town of Galilee, nud Judea, and Je-
rusalera : and the power of the Lord was
preseut b heal them.

Commiad~ 2226,

INTRODUCTION AND CONNFCTION.

The incidents r2lated by Luke between
our last lesson and thia are—our Lord's
escape from Nazareth ; His healing 2 de-
moninc in tho synugogue at Capersaum,
and, afterwards, of simon’s wite’s mother;
His departure into the desert after av
entire night spent inacts of healing: His
refusal. after being found by the people,
to return with them, 1is teaching by tho
lake of Goucs:arct; the miraculous drnught
of fishesand the “a//—which Dr. Brown
thinks was the thind and last—of Simon
and the two sons of Zebedee.

LESSON NOTV».

(12.) A « stain ciiy—onc of the cities of
Galilee, though which woe ara not tokd.
Citiss were not there, as with us, largo and
populous places; but small,and frequently
walled, villnges. A man full of leprosy —
that is, one thorongbly infected ; probatly
noi perimtted to come NEAr or associnte
with thoso who were notsimilarly affected.
(Lov., 13: 45.) Leprosy is a cutaneons di-
sese, tfretions, and after reaching s cer-
tain stage, belioved to bo incurable.  FelZ
on his face—thoe nttitude of humihty and
worship—and besought Him, saying, Lord

Christ's abdifizy to beal ham this man had
no doubt; but hiv f ith had not yet rison
() fullf' grasp tho other, and even moro
difficult wden of Hus perfect zoellinngn sa.
Yet contidence n the former was safticient
to inspure a bope at least ot toe latter.

) Jesus aceognized bo o the faith
and the hopo; and, gontly respondiug to
tho tremblwyg §f thou woilt, He exclaimed,
I wirt, ne Tiov cLeavy! None but God
woulld dare utter such & word; and with
what sublune self-conseiotusness of power
did Jesus utter it. [t iy ay though He
had snid— You pruinve that I can, kxow
thon, thut I winL!  Aud #He (moved with
compassion, Mark 1:1 {mr Sorth Hiv hand
and tonched him, &e. [t must be boyne
mind that the Levitienl lnw nmdo contact
with a lepor ceremonial nuclenuness; (Lev.
18.46,) but 1 casv like thiy, one utterly
uthuown wind tsprosadad for uader the law,
there could bu neher the impurting nor
the recciving of uncloanness, since thoe
touch of Jesus bunished the disense for-
ever. [rnunediately- -'The cure was iustan-
tancous and red—the feprosy  departed.
Leprosy has alway been regarvded as a
type Of sius—hereditary and  anfections
buth, wupure 10 the lust degree, and -
curable, (xeept by mivacalous  power.
What coukl more aptly represent it?—
Aud us the touch of Jesas in response
to the leper's faith gave mstantaneous heal-
mg 3 so sintinds ats radieal and only cure
by direct amd personal contact of the cruci-
fied Christ with the heart of the pemtent
and tiusting simner,

(M) Clagod Tim to tedl no man. 1t is
Lardly  reasonable to suppose our Lord
meant to forbid the leper from ey telling
what He had done for him ; for in the case
of the demoniae (Ma.g 51 19) He enjomned
the very thing He scems here to forbad, but
rather that hie should speak to no man as .7
of his cure, until after ghowiyg himself to
the priest whose duty it was to examme
him, and proneunce whether he was really
clean or not.  This was m confority with
the law (Lev. 13 : 43-47), and the priest
lumself must be fir to note and ac ow-
ledge the fact of lus cleansing. In his great
Joy and enthusinsm tlus man  afterwards
“blazed abroad thematter™ (Mark 12 43) to
such an extent that Jesus afterwards could
not openly enter into the city ; but his
course seems to have been imdisereet rather
than sinful.  Offer for thy leansing, $e.
—m compliance, agan, with the regure-
ments of the law (Lev. 14 0 1-32), the pro-
visions of which Jesus required t) he stricetly
observed (Matt. 5 I7)

(15.) Mark 1 1D explams Joie this fane
of Him went abroad, and that it was ont-
side the city and 1 desert places that He
met the multinudes that came to Him from
every quarter.  The necessity for this grew
out of the enthsiastic zeal of the men He
had cured of leprosy.

(16.) Srayed. The hie of onr Lord in the
tlehs was strietly a life of fiath -absolute
and unquestioning dependence ujon His
Father ; hence, His much prayer.  He was
in the world, 2o do and fo sufler Has Father's
wiil.

(7. Pharisees and Doctors of the law,
out of cvery town of GHltlee, and Fidea,
and Ferusalem.  Whether this great meet-
myg was by appointment or otherwise, we
have no means of knowing :—we see it
however, the extent to which Jesus had be-
come an object of mterest nmong the lead-
ers of Jewish thought 5 and the fact that
the ﬁl’.’.‘(‘)’ ry- tie lLord was /’r(‘.!:‘ﬂ/ to heal
them (those who came for this purpose)
should have disarmed their opposition, and
convinced them that Jesus was veally what
He claimed to be.

(18, 19.) Llchold men brought, &, This
man was wnadle to come by hanself ; con-
sequently mon browgirt im. Note the fuith
of thase who brought him, and of him
who was brought.  7Zuden sith o palsy
(paralysis)—unable aither to sit or stand. /;;1
a bed—atterly helpless. They conld find
no way by which to &reng Zim in, because
of the mudtitudes that crowded about the
doors.  So they went upon the house-top
—*“the flat, or terrace-roof, universal in
Eastern houses,” and, having removed the
tilng of the roo! (Mark 2: 3), they Lot Aim
dosun, &c., into the mudst before Fesus.

(20.) When He saw tovir furth—the
cxfubition of their fmth.  Nothing but the
strongest farth would have persevered thus
in bringing tho wbject of its solicitude be-
fore Christ. He said unto him—J37an, tiy
sins are for Qiven thee—not may be, but Ang.
His faith had laid hold of more than ont-
ward healing ; 1t bad gained the forgiveness
of sin.

1f thou WiLt, thoy CANST make me dean. Of I

(21) Zew e to reason, saveny {(mentally),
vaede £ ey speancth blaiphericy 2 They
| anderstood Jesns us clunnn to forgave
gl rewoued rghtly the b none but
God condid do so, Had Jeais not boea abl
to forgive sjus, His wor la would have been
blasphemons: but He vrocccdel o onece
to domounstrute His alnhty  to do all He
clumed to do.

22240 Lt Jecus, fully bnowenyg iy
reasoning s, —Nord —sand wnto them, ey
reason yo 2 &eo Whether owhieh: s easier
lo say, thy sins, Xe.o—ar,  rivoup, &e. It
is o though He had sad—~af v as casy to
sat e one s the other; b f he that
saps the fiest caunot oo the last, you reatly
Liave no proof of hix divine power. But [
wil show yon that / am able to do the
latter: thar in ovder thaty vor may bnose
that 1y the Son of man HavL POWER on
jearth-—to do the furmer, that in—t for.
gree wns. This s the argunent wach
wh.ch He met theic ren wings, and then
—turmng to the palsied man—~2e vard, |
SAY UNTO TURE, @ ive s lake up thy cou &
yo unto thy house ' Three seperate acts
are here required, either of which, being
performed, must fully establish Christ's
claim to diviy power; and, all together,
furtish complete demoustration of it.

2.0 Tmneddiately, as soon as the com-
mand wag given—zAe rose, &, e, XC—
did @/ that Jesus had commanded, and
ave thing more—sae glorificd Ged,—gave
God the glory of His cure,

(260 Zhey were amazed,—thev glorsfied
Godi—they were filled woath fear. ‘The
argument Jesus had used, backed up by
the proofof His divize power, was wdis-
putable,—they could not help aceepting
it and with o great outburst of praise
mingled with fear, in view of the scen
and felt power of Gol, they were con-
strained to say—what?— e belicve vou
are the Messsali—the secomd God? No:
they had no such word of ¢onfidence and
trust—1b was ouly e Aave scen strange
things fo-day !

Sveausted THovenTs,

Unbelief is the most obstinate of all onr
fallen propensities.  Those Pharisees and
doctors were amazed, terrified, and con-
strained to ackuowledge the power of God
i what they had seen, and yet we huve
no prouof that oue of them believed!

The faith of thiose who brought the
paralytic man to Jesus ismade prominent
throughout the narrative ns given by the

three  Evangelists, What a leseon  to
Chnistians 1o spare no effort in bringing

perishing ones to Christ !

QUESTION SuUMMARY.
(For the Childran.)

(120 Whatis Jeprov 2 How does sin
reseiable it ? See note. Wit did this
leper oo when he suw Jesus ? What did
he say ? What was hoe sure Jesus condid
do? Wus ke quite sure He wvud do it?
What did Jesns suy 2 What did He do 2
What took place tmmediately 7 Was it

any casier for Jesus to cleanse away
Veprosy  than  sin?  Which  of the
{two i3 the more dreadful?  Why?

Are you ws full of sinas that man was of
leprosy § Why, then. do not you fly to
Jesus as the poor leper did? What did Je-
sus tell the leper to do dirst of all) after he
was cleansed | Why ! Because God's ZJas
required it.  Did the leper afterwards tell a
great many people | (Mark 1. 45.) Whe
came to Jesus 2 Why did they comed (16)
Why did Jesus go alone mtoshe woilderness 2
If Jesus had need to pray, have not you
much greater need § Why ¢ (IT) Who came
one duy to hear Jesus, aad ¢ see His nur-
acles? From what places ? (18) What is
paisy 2 Who bronght the poor man!  In
what did they bring him ! Why ! (19) Iow
did they get him m where Jesus was { What
did Jesus perceive that they had! What
then did He say! Were the Scribes and
Pharisees pleased to hear Him say that ¢
Why not | Because they thought He blas-
phemed—that is, when He sadd 2y sins wr ¢
Sorgiven. they thought He said a very
wicked thing ; because no one can forgive
sins but God (22, 23). What did Jesus
ask them! If Jesus could not mahe the
man rise and walk, he could not, of course,
forgive sins ; but if He conld de that He
could do the other (24, 25). Did He make
him rise and waik ¢ What else ! Name the
four tZings the man did. How did the
Scribes and Pharisees act when they saw it !
What did they do! Why were they afraid ?
Because they could not help seeing that Je-
sus had the power of God. What did they
say aboat what He had donel! Do you
think they deliced on Himl Why !

ROBERT NOFENT AND /1S
JOTHER.

Severndd yaars aga, when the Nostor of
Adrican misstons was i by saventy sisth
sear, T had the great plasarcofspondimg
Vadlomg evening with ham. The syeteran
rhad addressed a farge and enthustastic
1 meeting that evenmg, but his work, in-
- stead of exhausting, seemed only to have
{but himin good spivits. Story after
{ Sstory, llustrating raaly the power of the
Guspd, dddighted L hearars,  and,
among othets, these “When 1 was
home the st tune that as, m 18, j0—
I preached mo Newcastle, and was going
home from church with the mister’s
wife,  Wemet an old man, dressed like
a nunister, to whou she spoke and intro-
duced e, but 1 dd not catehhis name.
He scemed ansious to talk, but the lady
said, *Come to tea, and you llhave more
| tnue to talk to Mr. Modat " and he said
with a strong Scotch aceent, *Weel, T'HI
see.” Sure erough, when taa ime came,
¢ there was the old man, yury frail and
cworneout looking,  He was sitting at one

end of along sofa, and Tat the other, and
he began tosay, * Vour nane, Mr. Moffat,
reminds ine of aworthy woman that used
! to come tomy church fong ago when Twas
l mmister at Carronbridge.  She was a
ivery godly woman, and she always
; brought her son with her, a boy with a
culy black head. They came into my
huuse sometimites for buoks and tracts.
It's long since 1 et near thirty years
but her name was Moffat, and hearing
, your name has put me in mind. 1 won-
der what has hecome of her curly headed
boy by this ume” My heart was too
full to let me speak a stgle word, sothe
old man said it all over again, thinking 1
was deaf. By this time T had got back
my tongue, and sad, ‘You canna be
Mr. Caldweld? T think 1 never saw
anybody more astonished than the old
man was when he found T was the curly-
headed boy, T hadto tell him the shape
of his house and of his zarden, and where
the potatoes grew, bhefore he seemed
Iquitc sure  and then he talked of my
mother.,”  Some one suggested that pre-
i bably the man who had done so much
i for Christ in Africa, and was then hand-
 ling the proofsheets of a corrected revi-
sion of the Sechuana Bible, owed his
I conversion  to hisT mother. “ It was
this way,” said Dr. Moffit “When 1 was
~leaving home for Warringion to workasa
gardener, my mother asked me to give
| her a promise. 1 wanted to know what

I was to promise: but <he would not tell
me, and stll insisted that T would prom-
ise. T was very loath to do a thing I did
not know: but I loved and trusted my
mother, and so, at length. 1 promised.
‘Well,) said she, ‘you'll read a portion
of the New Festament. and pray for a
blessing on it every day and  wherever
you may be T kept my word to my
mother, and it was some time after that
I was brought to the <aving knowledge
of Christ.”  “And did you then devote
vourself to the mission work ?” some of
us asked.  No, that was later. T had
gone in from the place I was working at
to the town of Warrington to buy a book
on a Saturday night, when I sawa pla-
card about a missionary meeting.  {t was
an old placard: the meeting was past
but it fixed my thoughts. 1 went to the
minister whose name was onthe placard,
and after 1 had knocked I would like
to have run away.  He introduced me
to the London Munsionary Society, and
two years later (1822) 1 was sent out.’
Eighteen twenty-two and cighteen cighty
How much between ! —Swunday at Houwme.

—— e f——— - ,
Kind, loving is the hand that strikes,
However keen the smart,
If sorrow’s discipline can chase
One cvil from the heart.
Caroline Fry.

He that hath light thoughts of sin,
never had great thoughts of God.—Dr
Ouwren.




