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A CHANGE OP' BAI.S.

O UR readers sviii hlave noticcd that Ille
Rot'. T. M. Reikic, anti the Ret'. J. R,

Dickson, arc leatving tihe Cotigregatiocial caoin-
inuniots, andi are ktiocking li the doors af the
Presbyterian Church of Catnada. Mr-. Reikie
was for niany ).Cars the pastor cf the Coligre-
gationai church i n Bowimanville ; but sifnco
bi$ resignction of that charge isas hast no
opening among Our churclies for bis labars.
Mr-. £'ickson bas hati tsvo charges amnong us,
te first in Landons, andi the second in the

Northern Clburch, Toronto, which lhe lias just
resigned.

The change in the ecctesiastical relations
of aur two brotbren suggests a wvord or tsvo
ai comment. Bath these bretlbren have stooti
Up more titan once ta enunciate anti defenti
aur prirsciples of Indcpeiidency. Our records
contain sevcral sernians andi atidresses deliv-
creti by aur bretbron-ttbly at the meet-
ings of our Associations anti Union-which
are more or less tbouglitful expositions cf tihe
views peculiar ta oui- citurches. Hawv the
change lias corne about in their opinions,
tih1ereby Ilbey arc able ta foi-ega the princi-
pies for wbich they have hitherto batnied, andi
accept others radtcaliy, appaset to thens, m4i
give risc ta variaus conîjectures. l4ow Mi-.
Reikie cals renaunce bis Independlency fer
whicb lie pleaded so strongly at Guelpht a fets'
years ago, and enibrace Presbyteriani control.

iginst wbich lie is as strongiy inveighed, i-e-
mains an unsolved problem. Anti how Mi-.
Dicksoi, who has been tht redoubtabie ciham-
pion ai Mari-isanian Wtents, flavoured i vitb a
considerabie aniaunt of P'lymouthlisas, is nets
prepareti ta pramulgate Calvinisin, anti sub-
scribe ta thse Westminster confession, svhici
bas been bis bete ttir up te the present, is
alike incomprciuc snsible. J>crhaps, ioisever,
tht i-casas advanced b>' James Russell Loweti
in bis IlBigelcsv Papes" is a goati one :

"A ,aerciczt Providence bias fàsliaoned uis hollow,
On purpose WC ,niigtu aur î Timiptes swaltoiw."

We have have heard that aur brotb i-en have
founti difficulties in their iate relations, svhich
bave catised thecir Hegira ta the Presbytcrian
feiloivship. This is vtry likely. We would
be cxceedingly foolisli ta tien> that there are
difficulties ln the practical warkitsgs af con-
grcgaticnaiism. But there arc nio mort-Wi
as manyý-dîfficulties ini oui- systemn as in thase
wý oppose. Has the Mctliadist itinerancy c
no unpleasantrsesses? Is it ail loveliness ini the s
Episcapal i-anksi Can Pi-esbyterîanism pre- ti
sent an tindisturbeti front ta the %arid?> Then
fact is, dicte arc drawvbacks and hindrances
ini ail oui- systenis, in that ta svhich oui- breth- i<
rets have gont, as wivl as in that wisicb they à
have lcit. But aitcr ail, does it savor marce
af nsanlincss or cowardice te fiee front difi- a
cuity ? Wbich is the better mni, lie who lets

go bis oars, throws up bis bandis, andi cries,
Il All is iast ; « or lie iwbo ciings to the car.s,
and tries ta bring the boatt through the surf,
ta the snfety cf the Ianding? It is nao iard
for ccmmmn-sense te decide.

It is, liowever, better that a mian shoulti re-
tire fron a fcllowship fi-cm wiîichli e lids
growi out cf symipathy, titan to remain in it:
zinci give it oniy lsalf-hearteti affectian. So,
&thottgl wc regret the stup which our bictis-
rets have taken, in1 one sense, in another
scaîse it is the tvibest they couid take.
We %visit them wveii wliere tiey bave gane.
May thcy r(md it a Beulah-land of delighit 1
%Vc wisli theni futi accord svith îlice!r nlew-
mnade bretbireii, without any men.tal reserva-
tion an any of the doctrines of the Confes-
sion. And, meaniviile, wc shall go on witb
aur work of contcnding for îvbat we belitve
te o r<glt. And tihe fiag-which aur breth-
rets have cast away for another more highly
embroidcrcd-othoer brave bands will take up,
and carry it ontward ta the victory svhichi we
fondly bolieve wilt corne sente day ta aur
simple faith andi plan.

IT has been a marvel ta us for a long tirne
that the majority of the Congregational
churches af New Englanti sbould atihere ta
the custaom af requiring subscriptian ta a
ci-ced af applicants for churcli nserbersihip.
Congregationaiisns shouid occupy the most
adivancedi position as regards liberality, and
Catbolicity -but it is a fact that New Eng-
land Congregationalism does flot occupy sucit
a positon. The Presbyterian church of tht
Unitedi States asks no subscriptiorîs toiîts doc-
trinal farnsularics of iLs mnembers, btdeed,
there is no Pmesbyterian or Methodist church
that atternpts such a thing. Is it net tinte
for ovr Nets' Englanti brethren ta change their
nethais ? Wc knw that this creoti sub-

sci-iption aperatcs very rnucb against tht
progress of our denomination in many a
quarter. _________

OBITUA R Y.
>Mk. >fARkVtt $ aKWUL.

In tie deaîh of birs. Hoelwhich tock place on
Sabbath morning, Jan. Sth, it the 79th ycar of ber age,
we lose another of the early anti faithfut friends ai tht
..ongregationai bodiy in Canada. The deceaseti was
born Feb. znt, iguoe, at Deptfard, Eng. She 'vas
brought up mn tht Church ofEnglanti, br taîher bting
un Episcopal clergyman. She 'vas carly decideti for
:hrist, anti in bier nineteentb yearwilîlmsixteen others,
snitcd to form thte Indeperident church untier tht
>astorate of the laie Ret'. joseph irons at Cacnberwell.
'rom lier inarriage in t8zi ta the iime ai herremovai
9 Canada in 1833, she was in feilowshlip with the
hurch ai Peckban under Dr. Collyer. She 'vas for
everal years an active member of tht First Congrega-
ional Church, Toronto, under Rev. John» Roaf, whose
tinistry she prizeti very iiigbly. Upon tht removal
f bier family te Woodbridge, she united with the
hurch at Piat Grave, anti remainet i n this commun-
on for twenty-five years. Returning .ta Taranto in2
971 site re-united with Zion Church, but in canse-
uence af failing heaith she coulti scarcely attenti pub- 1
c w.arship. Her interest, in spite of ibis, was un- 1
baset, andi during tht past year she receiveti rnch

>y front tht setulement of the Rev. Hi. D. Powis at: i.

Zion Church. After becomslng acquninteil wilb him
and Isis estimable wife, 3he lost no oppurtunity of
commending them tu lier intixuate frientis.

On Thursday, Jtn. sti, an attack of congestion of
the IIAOgs setd lier, andi sise felt thit lier mil %vas
near. She 'vas undismayed, howevcr, andi repiet ta
lier daugbter, wbo hatt expresseti a hope chat she
migltt bc spareti, IlWhatecr lils wis'ior scs nîost
fit, mnusc bc thit best for nie and nmine."

la thse beginning afilier sickness she hopeti the
tetupter mnight flot bc stifferti tu but1tc bier at tlîelast.
Her prayers in titis wtre signatty answetd. In the
last tweive hotirs of lier lice she gave cvidemîce or lie r
strong falili in Hlm upon wlioni she hati restet i er
bopes of eternai life, H-er busband whe was at lier
betis.tie repeated te lier thse words, IlIn rny Fathes
house are inany nmansionsl' and site continucti ex-
pressivcly, l'If 1: were flot sO, 1 would have tolti you.»
Shortly aCter she repe.tteti the lines:

1And wliem l'in te die, recelve mie l'il cty;
bly Jesus bath loved nme, 1 cannot tell why
luit titis ont thing 1 fii, dia, we *wu arc su joined
Thai lit cn't bce in glory anti leave nie bebind.Y

Her endi was truly peaceful andi uncloudeti, just
such an endi as ont who bas liveti ber life se near to
jeaus might be expecteti to realize. She was greilly
gratifiei in having lier childtirn andi friends around
hier in ber last moments. on the Sabbath following
hier decease, lier death 'vas improveti by lier pastor,
Rev. H. D. Powis, wbo preacheti front Rev, VIi., s3
verse.

SOCIALISM1 is ont of the questions of the day ; but
it is ane that is but hit untierstood. It seems to
bc a frigtful thing in the estimation of mnany. But
dit c ver occur ta our readers that these social-
issic ideas are only an auteomec-an illegitimate out-
corne-af Christian truîh andi principle ? There is
an element of lruth in the mati doctrines of ur
modem Sociaiists. Anti these elemnents musc bc -.ii-
mitteti andi recognizeti by us, The regemerntiton of
human sociely, if it is ever to lie acconîpiisbed,
mtust be effecteti ini Christ's %vay, ç»> irmrotucing is
social,and business,and political lifethe prictciples of
humari brothermooti andi love. IlAI] ye are brethren,"

1,'-ews of the «QXhurches.

Rr.v. HuGii PED1.EY, B.A., will pre.-ch in the
Nortbern Congregatianai Cnurch, Sunday, ste 9,h
ilist.

A u.JiANi.%ous invitation ta the pastorale of the
Garafraxa andi Douglas churches has been given Io
Mr. Ewing, stutient af C, C. B3. N. A.

FROx Res'. J. R. Black's Annual Address ta tht
Congregational church of St. Catharines, we lcarn chat,
notwiths:audirsg difflculties andi porplexities, the con-
gregaîlon bas increaseti, and the finances hbave im-
proved, during s878. He specks of i r4 sermons
preacheti anti 459 Pastoral visits madie in the year.

ON Wednestiay, janultry 22sid, the teachers andi
scholars of Dthestia Sabbath School, Oro, presented
Mts. Sanderon, on the occasion of ber removai ta
Danville, Que., with Farrars "' Litz of Chirist'," anti
Gibbon>s Il Decline andi Fali of the Roman Empire'>
These works were accompanieti by an affectionate anti
appreciative address.

TtmE Mutual Iniprovement Society of the Hain-
ilton clmurch helti thcir quarterly open meeting in Mn-
Edgar's bouse, Victoria Avenue, ont the 2oth of janu.
aey. The programme consisted of essays, readings,
miusic and se on. Tht passer, joseph Griffith, was
klicitously introduceti by cte presitient, Mr. S. Hux-
ey, andi saiti a few %vords ta the company.

M4R. GEo. FULLER, stutient of C. C. B. N. A., who
upplieti tht church at Lancaster, during his Christ-
nas vacation, bas hati a pleasing surprise. On the
~oth uit, tht ladies of the Lancaster church, presenteci
uim wîh a purse af $4, as a taken of their esteem: for
îim, andi their appreciation of his labours M. Fui-
er is doing a gooti work there.

TIIE frierits in Bru. Robert Hay's fildt have organ-
zed praycr-nseetings in preparatîan for specii evan-


