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poor and rich, of the opposite sex, you
may roadily beliove its coluinns were
not long in filling. Threo days ouly
was tho above list to bo kept opon, at
the cud of which time it was to be
closed and soaled, and they who had
onrollod their names thercon wore to
bo granted a wock's time only for the
success or failuro of their work. Sculp-
tors who had gained many laurels 1n
their profession cmbarked with new
zaal upon this exhibition of skill, while
many hands that had never been accus.
tomed to tho wse of the chisel wore
none the legs anxious to compote for
the rare prize offered them.

Tt was near the close of the last day
for which the list for candidates to the
band of Clara Rubsens in marriage was
to bo kopt open, that a stranger sauo-
tered along through the principal thor-
oughfaro of the spleffdid city of Ant-
worp, A closo observer would at once
recognize in tho tall yet finely moulded
man beforous the once poor student of
the artist Rubens, There was thusame
degreo of onthusiasin which wanifested
itself in the early part ef his studies
still gleaming from tbe depths of his
large and expressive oyes , but the fow
lines of care visible upon the uroad and
expausive forochead, showed plainly
that Andrea del Sarto had been unre-
mitting in the toils and labors of his
profession. It is true, he had gained
riches; but whut did that avail hiw,
since they with whom be would glad-
ly bave shared his last franc were one
by ona snatched from his grasp? For
years he had wandered the earth, like
an Orpheus, in search of his loved yet
loat Eurgydice ; and although he bad
lopg since despnired of over seeing
again, on the face cf the globe, the
originel of the miniature which he still
held sacred, he looked forward with all
the faith of bis spiritnal nature to the
time when he should meet in heaven at
last the ideal of his sonl.

Hia first thought was to call at once
upon his former teacher and reveal his
intention of contending for the prize,
but when he recollected that the effort
he was about to make was na ontirely
new feature in his profession, his small
chance of success dwindled into entire
nothnginess; and with a degree of
pride peculiarly his own, he resolved to
conceal himself from his friend’s sight
until tho day appointed for the award-
ing of the prize. So taking lodgings in
an obscure part of the city, Andrea
procured a large piece of iron, although
it was at an exorbitant price he pur-
chased it, the price of iron having been
raised at that time on accouat of the
unusual demand for it, and steadfastly
sot about his new work.

A week was but a short time for the
execution of so elaborate a picce of
workmanship, and with only such
rough tools as were allowed ; but still
the young man toiled from daybresk
till near midnight, allowing bimself
but little or uo time for sleep and re-
freshment. Qae would have thought,
to have seen himbending so constantly
over his task, that his very lifo’s blood
depended upon his succecs or failure
At tho end of five days Audrea had
tho pleasure of seeing his work com-
pleted ; and it was with no slight de-
gree of satisfaction that be beheld the
triuwph of genius over 50 many obsta-
cles. Attaching no nume to his work
of art, Aundrea had the chiselled wreath
boxed up and sent to the hotel of
Rubens.

The first day of the ensuing month
wos the ono appeinted for wakiog
known the name of the successfnl can-
didate. At an carly hour in the morn-
ing the hall in the hotel of the artist
Rubens was densely filled with peoplo,
many of whom wero led thither by
curiosity, for such an important mat-
ter afforded to those not iutercsted, at
least, no slight degreo of fiood for gos:
sip in the circle of socioty. Andrea,
too, was thoro; but it scomed as
though ho shrank from public gaze
and contact, for ho had chosen a seat
in tho extreme coracr of tho hall.

[ew, if any, recognized him, for during
his brief stay in Autwerp, Andrea had
dovoted himeolf so exclusively to his
studics that ho mado but a slight ac-
quaintance in that well-filled city Ho
bad not even scen the daughter of his
master, although he now remembored
that tho latter had spoken of the
striking resemblanco botween the
daughtor and that of the miniature he
posscosed ; but that was years ago, and
now that Olara had growa to be a wo
man, even that faint resemblance must
cortainly have faded away.

Busy with sach thoughts as these,
Andrea remained silent and motionless
for some moments, until the whisper
of * she comes” rau through the crowd,
and falling upon the youthful artist,
recalled him to & consciousness of
things about him. JLiooking in the
direction of the door, it swung slowly
open, and Olara Rubens entered, at
ured in a robo of snowy white, and
leaning upon the arm of her father
Aundrea cast one looz upon the slmost
sogelic being before him, and murmur-
ing a few 1ncoberent words, sank back
into bis seat, and drawing the sninia
ture from s breast, sat wildly gazing
upon it.

Rubens stated that out of the many
bundred who had enrolled their names
a8 competitors for the prize, but some
six or eight bad succeeded in accom-
plisbing the desigued work of =art.
Each ofthe wreaths was then submitted
in turn to the view of the asaembly.
All eyes rested upon Rnbens as ho
said ¢

* The single wreath upen which my
choice has fallen, a8 being the great
master-piece, has, unfortunately, no
name affixed to it.”

The eyes of the crowd were now di-
verted from Rubens to one another;
each one seeking, if vossible, to dis-
cover the successful victor. But the
deep scrutiny reached not the little
obzcured coraer in which our hero sat,
although his trembling frame and
heaving breast were guilty tokens of
his impending fate. At last, Rubens
said, in & very loud voice:

* If the author of this elaborate picce
of workmanship be present, I conjure
him at once to make himself known,
for upon him has my choice fallen.”

For a moment all was breathless
silence in that vast throng Withan
uosteady step and swiwmming braio,
Andrea del Sirto emerged from bis
obscurity and advanced towards the
stand occupied by Rubens. As he ap-
proachéd, with his eyes bent towards
the floor, Olara uttered an exclamation
of joy, aud sprang firward aud fell
upon the neck of the artist-sculptor.

* Olara,” said Rubens, addressing
his daughter for the frat time in his
life somewhat sternly, ¢ what does this
mean? Explain the wystery, my dear
child.”

**Thisis the preservor of my life,
father,” said Clars, seizing the hand
of the young artist, avd preseatiog him
to her father.  Then with a sigh, the
fair girl turned aside and murmuored :
t Alus, how poor the reward of such a
noble act 1”

Andrea raised for the first time bis
oyes to the faces of both father and
daugbter. Rubenssterted. The words
«* Andres, my pupil, my child !" escoped
from the lips of tho old man, who would
have fallen powerless to the ground
but for the strong and manly arm of
Audrea, which supported and led him
to a soat. Tao excitemeat which such
a sceno produced througbout the crowd
was great ; and though all scomed to

joy ia the happiness of the united trio,
but few know the circumstances of the
case,

ina sbort timo the old master recov-
cred bimself, and having proclaimed
Audrea del Sarto the succeasfal aspir.
ant for the hand of bis daughter in
marrisge, the crowd quickly dispersed,
lost tho idle conjecture, as to who tho
stranger wes sud what particalar claim
ho could have on tho affections of Ru-
bens aud his daughtor.

When onco left to thomsolves, Olara
explained to her father how tho noble
youth had rescued her from the arms
of a ruflian when she was benighted
in the woods near Brussels, many years
ago, whilo visiting an aunt in the city,
Sbo told him, also, that but for the
tiwely aid of Andrea she would nave
lost the diamond cross, so valuable to
her as boing the dying gift of her
mother.

“ No wonder, then,” said Rubens,
88 Audrea drew forth the winiature
from his pocket and gazing first upon
tho real and then the ideal, ** that even
my dim eyes discovered o resemblance
betweun tho original of that picture
aud my own Clara,”

“Yen, fathor, that likeners was
designed as a gift to yourself, but im-
pressed with a deep sense of gratitude
towards my deliverer, T sent it to him
the next ntorning after my escape from
peril, begging him to accept it as a
slight token of my nover-failing regard
and respect towards one who bad
proved himself so worthy my remem-
brance and heartfelt esteem,”

“*Since you are mow the rightful,
and soon will bo the lawful possessor
of the real Clara, you will probably
surrender the imaginary ons to my
safe keeping,” said Rubens, smiling;
* for you know I cannot beleft wholly
childless in my old age.”

A few days ofter witnessed the mar-
riage nuptials of the happy pair; and
though time has long since obliterated
tho lives of that once joyous and devo-
ted household band, still are the names
of Rubens and Awndrea del Sarto
familiar to prosperity by the mighty
efforts of their geniue, which ages can
never efface.  And to this day may be
seen the bronza statue of Rubene, near
the sita of the Hotel St. Antoine;
while at a short distance from the
cathedral where repose the remains of
that ilinstrious master, is the identical
wreath of chiselled iron, raised on a
pedestal at a slight height from the
ground, the sight of which has led to
the recital of the story of The Artist’s
Prize.

A Brave Little Confessor of the Falth,

A little colored girl who had been at
tending a (’atholic school in Virgina
was for some unexplained reason, with-
drawn by her parents from the kind
Sisters’ care and sent them to a non-
Catholic institution. On the firet morn-
iog, when school opened, she was seen
to mske the sign of the cross, where
upon she was laughed st and ridiculed
by the otber children.

Indignant, but nowise terrified, the
brave little heroive of nine years stood
up and cried defiantly: * You should
be ashamed of yourselves to laugh at
mo for making the sign of the cross.
tie in whose houor I maka this sign
died upon the croes as much for you as
for me, and you dare to laugh at that
wbich our Saviour was not ashamed of!"

Uxtorp MisERY—Wuar A WELL-Kxowx
CoMMERCIAL TRAVELER SUFFERED AND HOW
HE wAS CORED.—~GENTLEMEN,~About five
yoars ago I began to be troubled with
Dyapepsia, and for threo years suffered un-
told miscry, from this terriblo complaiat.
I was at that time_ travelling for Mesars,
Walter Wouds & Co. Hamilton, and was
trcated by some of +ho best physicians in the
country, but all to no purpose. I continaed
to grow worse, ono day I was indoeed to try
a bottle of Northrop & Lyman's ViosTapLy
DiscoverY and to my great surprise avd joy,
I a00n began to improve. I continued miing
this medicine and when the third bottls was
finished, I found I was entiroly cured ; and
as a year has clapsed sinco then, 1 feol
confident that the cure is comploto and
permauent.  To all afflicted with this dia-
treming complaint I heartily recommend
Northrop & Lymans VEGETABLE DISCOVERY
belioving that tho persistont use of it will
caro any case of Dyspepsia.

Siguaod, T. S. McIxTEE:

e —— e ——
For Over Fif3y Years

s, WixsLow's Sootiixe SrRUr has been used by
mothers for thelr children whilo tecthing. 18 s0othos
tho child, softens thegums, allaysall ptfn, cures wind
oolie, regulaton tho somach and bowels, and s the
best remedy for Diarrhams. Twenty-fite conts g
bottie, Sold:{ all drugpists throughout tho world.
Bo suro and ask {or Mxs, Wixs1Low'a SOOTIING STRCY.

STRONG
NERVES §

" TYTTIHVAVS 8YS

ENERGY§

S XSR, LLA
M. Hammerly, a well-incwn Tnelness man
of Hmsboro, Va., sends this t- sthwony to
the merits of Ayer's Sarsapatiia.  “duvetal
sears npo, I htrt ny leg, the niury leaving
a sore wluchlud to erySipeias. ;\l?; .suﬂerml,;i
swero extreme, my leg, from the kuee to tho
ankle, belng a sufld sore, which began 10 ex-
tend to other parts vl the buuy, Aficrirying
varlogs remedles, 1 bepan takine Ayer's
Sarsapariia, auyd, belore 1 had fuished the
firss bottle, T experienced great rcllcl'-, tho
second bottle ellected w complete cure,

Ayer’s Sarsapariiia

Prepared by Dr. J.C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mazs,
Curesothers,willcureyou

6 hurch Pews.

SCHOOL FURNITURE

The Beunnett Furnishing Co., of Loudon
Ont. mako a specialty of manufacturin
the latest desiyns in Charch and Schoo
Furniture. The Catholic clorgy of Canads
arorespectfully invited to send for cataloguo
and prices bofore awarding contracts. We
havo lately put in o complete sct of pews
in the Brautford Catholic Church, and
in St. Michaol's Cathedral, Toronto, St.
Lawreoce Church, Hamilton, Rev. F. T.
MoEray ; Thorold R. C. Church, Rev. J.
F. Sullivan ; Hespoler R. C. Church, Rev.
E. P. Slaven; Little Curront R. C Church,
A. P. Kilganan, Esq.; Renons Bridge R.C.
Church, Now Brunswick, Rer. E. S. Mur.
dock. Wo have also supplied Altars to
Rev. Father Walsh, Toronto, Rov, J. A.
Kealy, Mount Carmel, Father McGee, St.
Augustine, V.G. McCsann, Torento, Rov.
G. B. Eenny, Gueiph, Rev. J. C. Heman,
Dondas, Rev. R. NMaloney, Markdale,
Father Ronan, Wallaceburg, St. Joseph's
Convent, Toronto, Sacred Heart Convent,
London and Sacred Heart Convent, Hali.
fax, N.5.

Wehave for yoars past been favoured
with contracts from members of thoclergy
io otber parts of Ontario, in all cases the
most entire gatistaction having been expres
sod in regard to quality of work, lowness
of price, and quickness of exccution. Such
bas beon the increase of business in this
special lino that wo found iV necessary
some time sinco to establish a branch offico
in Glasgow, Scotland, and we are now cn.

agod manufacturing pswafor now churches
10 that country and Ireland. Address
BENNELT FURNISHING CO
London Ont., Cansda

TELEPHONE 1306.

M. McCABE,
UNDERTAKER.

EMBALMING A SPECIAKTY.
286 Queen St. West, Tarounto, Ont,
L

UPTURE

Comtort ant security assured So-
called “*Hopelexa Cases™ sollcited.
Children positively cured in a few
} weeks, 1t you get any appliance
- ¥ gct tho very best, Over twenty years
in_usincsy In Toronto in this ono line exclusively.
J.Y.EGAN, HernlaSpecialist, 266 West Queen Strect,
Toronto. 411y

CARPETS CLEANED

By latest proceas and
rclald by competent
Ra workmon.
S == Altering and Re-Oiting
L.

R A N, -a special
Upholstering; fuml
tare ro-covered in
L ( latest atyle.

Ontario Carpet Cleaning Co.

Telcphoro call S3X1, W. O'COXNOX.



